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YOUR CHANCE TO WIN £25 TO SPEND 
WITH A GiM ADVERTISER OF YOUR CHOICE! 

See Page 25 for details of our weekly Facebook Competition... 



AM’s plan 
for big wind 
turbine riles 
up villagers 


RESIDENTS in St 
Hilary are up in 
arms about a 
massive wind 
turbine that they 
say will overshadow 
the village and be 
seen for miles 
around the Vale. 

A planning application 
has been submitted to the 
Vale Council by 
Greenfinch Investments 
of Stroud, for a wind 
turbine at Garn Farm, 


by PHILIP 
I IRWIN I 

St Hilary .The turbine will 
be 99.5 metres high, from 
the ground to the tip of 
the turbine, and will be 
visible on the A48, on the 
opposite side of the road 
from the existing St 
Hilary radio/TV 

transmission mast. 

At 99.5 metres high, it 
will be not quite half the 
size of the radio mast, 
which is 229 metres. 



Daisy & Jack and Stella & Dot invite 
you to a 'Mummy & Me' Fashion Event 

Come along to Daisy & Jack, 79 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF7] 7AF on Saturday 29th March for an 

exclusive 'Mummy & Me' Fashion Event. 


Join us at 2pm prompt & enjoy the fashion show, 
the fun for you and your little one! 


Goodie bag 
for first 30 to 
arrive. 



Ne verthele s s, local 
residents are outraged, 
and opposition is 
building. One resident, 
who lives and works 
opposite the proposed 
site, told The GEM that 
she was shocked at the 
size of the turbine, and 
felt it was completely 
unsuitable for the area. 

Gian O’Connor, the 
managing director of 
Greenfinch Investments, 
told The GEM: “We can 
confirm that we have 
applied to the Vale 
Council for planning 
permission to erect a 
single renewable energy 
wind turbine. 

“Subject to a 
successful planning 
application, we will 
progress the decision to 
deliver 0.5MW of clean 
renewable energy, 
enough to power 
approximately 500 
homes”. 

David Daniels, who 
lives in St Hilary, told 
The GEM that he was 
supportive of green 
energy, but felt that this 
turbine would be in 
completely the wrong 
place. 

He said: “It will be 
visible over a radius of 
20km, on prime 
agricultural land in an 
area encroaching into the 
rural Vale landscape. 

“It will also have the 
potential to set a 
precedent for further 
development.” 

Another St Hilary 
resident said that she 
would be lodging an 
objection and added that 
the farm already had a 
solar farm operating, and 
said the residents had not 
opposed that. 

• Local residents said 
that Garn Farm was 
farmed by Andrew RT 
Davies, the Welsh 
Conservative Leader 
and a regional AM. 

The GEM asked Mr 
Davies’ office for a 
comment but, as we went 
to press, none had been 
received. 


CRICKET TEAM BOWLED OVER! 



Cowbridge Comprehensive’s year-7 and year-8 girls cricket team, pictured above, were recently in action 
in the Lady Taverners competition. To find out how they fared, look out for next week’s GEM! 


Search goes on for 
post office premises 


AFTER last week’s shock 
announcement of the closure 
of the Spar store in 
Cowbridge, there is still no 
news about the search for new 
premises for the post office. 

Last week, a Post Office 
spokesman announced a 
““temporary closure” and said that a 
new home for the Post Office was 
being sought. 

Meanwhile, Vale MP Alun Cairns 
and regional AM Andrew RT 
Davies have both pledged to work 
with the Post Office to find new 
premises. 

Mr Cairns said: “Several local 
businesses have been in touch with 
me already to discuss hosting the 
Post Office when it closes, which 
makes me optimistic that a solution 
can be found. 

“This is positive news for local 
residents and I will continue to 
discuss the way forward with the 
Post Office over the next few weeks. 


“Ideally, they will work 
proactively with local independent 
traders, rather than with 
nationwide chains to secure a new 
home for the Post Office. 

Cowbridge has a wealth of well- 
established independent businesses, 
all of whom reinforce its unique 
market town character.” 

St Hilary resident Andrew RT 
Davies AM also said it was vital that 
any replacement continued to offer 
a full counter service. He said: 

“First and foremost, it is important 
that everything possible is done to 
try and find an alternative venue 
for these services in Cowbridge. 

“Cowbridge is a bustling, 
thriving community, and the full 
counter service offered in the Spa 
was both necessary and extremely 
well used. 

“While a temporary closure may 
prove to be unavoidable, residents 
will certainly expect every effort to 
be made to ensure that the range of 
services available to customers is 
not cut back when it reopens”. 


DEATH AT 
NASH POINT 

A MAN was found dead at Nash Point last 
Sunday, South Wales Police reported. 

In a statement, they said: ‘At Sam on Sunday, 
March 23, South Wales Police and Coastguard 
recovered the body of a male person from the 
beach at Nash Point. 

“An investigation is ongoing; however, the 
death is not being treated as suspicious. Enquiries 
are being made to inform the next of kin. HM 
Coroner has been informed”. 



£15 Ladies, £10 Gents 


for a full salon service, including Wash, Cut 
& Finish using top of the range styling products | 
with our newest team member James. 


We would also like to welcome Chloe 
our new make-up artlst/beauticlan, as 
well as Tiffany our newest apprentice 
to the FIch-hRamous team. 



75 Eastgate, Cowbridge, 
CF71 7AA. 01446 775522 

Facebook @ Fich and Ramous 

www.fichandramous.com 




Look out for next 60 minute makeover in next week’s GEM f 


The pencil case 

Opening on 
Saturday 29 March! 

Come and join us from 10am 
to celebrate the opening of 
Cowbridge’s newest shop! 

Based in the heart of Cowbridge at 
50 Eastgate (where Jensen Sports was), 
we have a fabulous range of stationery and 
gifts, from pocket money erasers to beautiful 
notebooks - an ideal Mother’s Day present! 

We also stock uniform and dancewear for: 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
Y Bont Faen Primary School 
St David’s C/W Primary School, Colwinston 
The Vale School of Dance 
The Moya Vahey School of Russian Classical Ballet 

50 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
01446 772210 
sally@thepencilcase.co.uk 
www.thepencilcase.co.uk 
D ThePencilCaseCowbridge 
aa ©ThePencilCaseCo 
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Who cares for 
young dementia 
sufferers in Vale? 


Y et again, I 
feel I have to 
write about 
the lack of age 
appropriate care 
for younger onset 
dementia sufferers 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

When will our council 
realise that unless action 
is taken soon, this situa¬ 
tion will be out of con¬ 
trol? 

Last year, 100 people 
in Cardiff and the Vale 
were diagnosed with this 
dreadful disease. That 
number has already 
increased to 150, with 
more waiting for diagno¬ 
sis. 

Apart from the asses- 
ment unit at Llandough 
hospital, the excellent Ty 
Hapus in Barry is the 
only day care facility in 
the Vale specialising in 
younger onset dementia; 
and respite or continuing 
care is a joke, because 
there is no appropriate 
care in this area. 

We are promised a 
unit for sufferers in 
Barry Hospital, and 
although there is care for 
ladies, we are still wait¬ 
ing for care for men. 

Meanwhile, we are 
told of places in Cardiff 
that would take our 
loved ones, mostly 
Whitchurch or 
Llanishen... Fantastic! 
But what happens if you 
have no transport? What 


if there was an emer¬ 
gency and you have to 
fight your way through 
traffic? How would 
those living further 
afield in the Vale cope? 

It’s not good enough! 

We need a facility 
here in the Vale, close 
enough for family to 
reach, and sufferers to 
feel close to home - and 
that does not mean plac¬ 
ing them in care homes 
for elderly patients. 

Younger people have 
different needs, are often 
totally mobile and want¬ 
ing to be active, so to 
put them with older peo¬ 
ple would be so unfair to 
all concerned. 

Part 1 of the Mental 
Health Measure places a 
statutory obligation on 
health boards and local 
authorities to work 
together to deliver an 
‘ageless’ local primary 
care mental health sup¬ 
port service, and I 
understood there is also 
a duty of care. 

Really? 

So what exactly is our 
local authority doing to 
give our hard working 
carers a rest? Not a lot it 
seems! 

If anyone out there 
would like to join me to 
fight for appropriate care 
for our loved ones, they 
are welcome to contact 
me through The GEM. 
Maybe an action group 
is the way forward. 

Pat Hopkins, 

Barry. 


Llandow road to 
recycle and ruin 


1 wholeheartedly 
agree with GEM 
reader, Gary 
Shaw - the access 
road to the Llandow 
site is at the present 
time, treacherous 
and ruinous to the 
vehicles of the coun¬ 
cil taxpayers 
encouraged by the 
Vale Council to re¬ 
cycle our waste. 

It would be appreciat- 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRNATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BB.IEF and address them to: The Editor, 
Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Coirahridge CF71 7EL or email gemeditorial@tm^enews.co.uk 

IMPORTAIIT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

Letters and e-mails MOST include &dl address and a contact telephone number. An email address 
alone is not sufficient! We wiU (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


‘Ystradowen go-ahead 
is a warning to every 
Vale village’ says reader 


ed if our council repre¬ 
sentatives and Alun 
Cairns MP could visit 
the site and give us their 
opinion. 

This particular prob¬ 
lem has been highlight¬ 
ed on a number of occa¬ 
sions in The GEM, yet 
little progress seems to 
have been made. Action 
please! 

Terry Rooney, 

Llantwit Major 


Grateful thanks 

1 WOULD like to thank the two gentle¬ 
men and a lady who came to my aid 
when I fell in the car park at Lidl 
stores in Barry. 

I was not quick enough to ask their names, but 
would like them to know that I was grateful and 
apart from a few cuts and bruises, and obviously I 
was shaken up, I did not suffer any lasting injury. 
Thank you once again. 

Mrs Primrose Goldsworthy, Llantwit Major 


L ast week’s GEM report on the 
council approving an application 
to build 40 houses in Ystradowen 
should be a warning to every village in 
the Vale. 

The field in question lies outside the present set¬ 
tlement boundary around the village. The boundary 
is meant to be in place till the new LDP takes 
effect in early 2017. 

However, the Vale Council has found a way of 
getting round that protection by using a Welsh 
Government guideline which permits a council to 
override the boundary if it does not have a five- 
year supply of housing land. 

This has been a handy way of working its way 
through a growing list of Vale villages with LDP 
candidate sites: so far, Fferm Goch, Ystradowen, 
Culverhouse Cross; the next likely one on the 
council’s hit list is Colwinston, where a planning 
application has just been made by a developer. 

By this planning sleight of hand, the council acts 
as judge and jury in its own case, thereby avoiding 
having such candidate sites being assessed in the 
quasi-judicial independent inquiry by the Welsh 
Government’s LDP inspector in 2015-16. 

That is not the end of the problem about the 
integrity of settlement boundaries in the rural Vale. 
It is not generally understood that the present 
Labour-dominated council is proposing in the draft 
LDP that the settlement boundaries currently 
around most Vale villages are scrapped in early 
2017, when the LDP takes effect. 

This was also the policy of the previous 

‘Don’t blame the UK 
Government for tax 

nS6 - says Tory councillor 

T he Welsh 
Government, 
under 

Labour control, is 
entirely to blame 
for steep rises in the 
Vale Council’s 
council tax levels. 

I had the privilege of 
sitting on the Vale 
Borough Council and 
South Glamorgan 
County Council during 
the last three years of 
their existence from 
1993-1996. 

It was obvious from 
the outset of local gov¬ 
ernment reorganisation, 
that the Vale was always 
going to be the poor 
partner of Cardiff in the 
future, whilst the capital 
city forged ahead with 
much higher financial 
annual settlements. 

To blame a former 
UK Government that 
was in power decades 
ago for this month’s 



facebook.com/ 

glamorgangem 


Conservative council in their LDP plans. 

This will mean that from that time on. Vale vil¬ 
lages will be entirely at the mercy of this council 
regarding windfall applications. 

There have to be very great concerns about 
whether the whole character of the rural Vale is 
under unprecedented threat from 2017 if the 
boundaries go. 

Finally, what will happen when imminent local 
government reorganisation replaces the Vale 
Council with a Cardiff-dominated Cardiff and Vale 
Council short of building land in the city - and let 
loose on a rural Vale bereft of settlement bound¬ 
aries, removed by an irresponsible Vale political 
class? 

Paul Jeremy, 

Ystradowen. 

^Merger would 
be disastrous" 


massive council tax rise 
in the Vale is both ludi¬ 
crous and incorrect. The 
Welsh Government has 
had the power to 
increase the amount of 
money it gives the Vale 
annually on some 15 dif¬ 
ferent occasions, yet not 
once has it done so, 
despite having the Welsh 
Government’s Finance 
Minister actually living 
in the Vale! 

I can understand why 
the Llantwit ‘Indies’ 
wish to apportion blame 
on anyone except their 
own associates in the 
Labour party in Barry, 
but they really ought to 
get their facts right 
before blaming the pre¬ 
vious administration, 
who by and large, did a 
good job in difficult cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Anthony Ernest, 
Penarth. 

Conservative 

councillor, 


L ast week, 
the Vale 
Conservative 
group tabled a 
motion in full coun¬ 
cil opposing a 
merger with 
Cardiff, as recom¬ 
mended by a recent 
Welsh Government 
commissioned 
report. 

We didn’t do this to 
protect our own jobs, 
nor was it done because 
we oppose attempts to 
streamline local govern¬ 
ment in Wales. 

We did it because we 
firmly believe that a 
return to the bad-old 
days of ‘South 
Glamorgan’ would be a 
disaster for the Vale. 

The cost of politics 
needs to be reduced and 
we have to find ways, as 
a council to save money 
- and to ensure that we 
spend every penny of 


your money wisely. 

But submerging the 
Vale into a Greater 
Cardiff region will put 
our towns and villages at 
a disadvantage, height¬ 
ening competition for 
limited funding, and lead 
to the decimation of our 
green areas as we take 
on a greater share of 
housing to meet 
Cardiff’s much greater 
need. 

Like Coun Clarke, I 
was angry that residents 
were hit by the council 
with a huge council tax 
rise, but the way to pre¬ 
vent that from happening 
again is to campaign for 
fair funding from the 
Welsh Labour 
Government - not to 
merge our council with 
our much larger neigh¬ 
bours. 

Coun John Thomas, 
Leader, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council’s 
Conservative group. 


Fallen short 
on actions... 


1 WAS appalled 
to learn that the 
Vale of 

Glamorgan Council 
has decided to 
increase its council 
tax by 4.5 per cent. 

This is yet another 
example of politicians 
taking taxpayers for a 
ride. What adds insult to 
injury is that the rise in 
the Vale is above the 
Welsh average of 4.2 per 
cent, itself well above 
the English average of 
0.6 per cent! Indeed, 
many councils in 
England have frozen 


council tax altogether. 

Why is it that the Vale 
Council feels the need to 
hit families with more 
tax at this difficult time? 

Some have blamed 
the cuts on the Welsh 
Government, but these 
are proportional to the 
cuts being made in 
England, where there is 
very little or no rise. 

A number of politi¬ 
cians have made a big 
deal of the cost of living 
crisis, but when it comes 
to action and not words, 
they’ve fallen short! 

JE Pearson, Barry. 


‘SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL 
TRADERS!’ 


A lthough 

many locals 
are con¬ 
cerned about the 
closure of the 
Cowbridge Post 
Office, the staff at 
Spar must also have 
our concern and 
sympathy. 

This is one of a few 
shops in the town who 
are open 365 days a year 
and trade from 6am until 
11pm daily (including 
Sundays). 

We owe it to all the 
local traders to give 
them our support as cus¬ 
tomers. 

Not everybody likes 
to shop at the multiples 
in town and prices are 
not always as competi¬ 


tive as might be thought. 

So remember your 
local greengrocer, butch¬ 
er, newsagent - all have 
given good service for 
many years. They need 
your support to keep 
trading in the town, or 
we will lose them, too. 

As for the Post Office, 
none of the aforemen¬ 
tioned traders would 
have enough space for 
that business, with its 
long queues during busy 
periods - and the cost of 
one of the new empty 
shops would no doubt be 
prohibitive. 

So, are we off to 
Llantwit Major for our 
pensions, etc? 

Mike Wilcock, 
Llanblethian. 


Funding for Wales 
cut by £1.7 billion 


I N his Viewpoint 
column in The 
GEM last week, 
MP Alun Cairns 
wrote that it was 
outrageous that 
councillors didn’t 
campaign against 
their own party and 
support him and 
his fair funding 
campaign. 

He says they put party 
interest ahead of local 
interest. My question to 
Mr Cairns is, did he put 
party interest ahead of 
his constituents’ interest 
when he supported party 
policy to cut Welsh 
funding by £1.7 billion? 


This cut has caused 
hardship and problems. 
The need for a large 
increase to council tax in 
Wales is because of this 
funding cut that was 
imposed on the Welsh 
people. 

Why didn’t he show 
support for his con¬ 
stituents by voting 
against? He should tell 
us what cuts to services 
he would make if the 
council tax rise was 
lower. 

Nobody likes the 4.5 
per cent rise, but we 
should protect the most 
vulnerable from cuts to 
the services they need. 

G Smith, 

Llantwit Major. 


‘Don’t park in a 
disabled space’ 

1 AM getting very annoyed at the num¬ 
ber of people parking in spaces clear¬ 
ly designated for the use of the dis¬ 
abled - while not displaying the neces¬ 
sary badge. 

This is completely thoughtless. On one occasion 
last week, two of five designated spaces at Waitrose 
were occupied by vehicles without a badge. I have 
photographs of these and others and am considering 
naming and shaming. 

Please consider those who need these spaces, 
before being so uncaring. 

Bob Wheatley, Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 3) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should he remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

27 Thur 

03.08 

8.4 

15.44 

8.5 

28 Fri 

04.11 

9.1 

16.43 

9.2 

29 Sat 

05.05 

9.7 

17.29 

9.9 

30 Sun 

06.52 

10.2 

19.17 

10.1 

31 Mon 

07.37 

10.4 

19.55 

10.3 

01 Tues 

08.18 

10.4 

20.37 

10.3 

02 Wed 

08.59 

10.2 

21.14 

9.9 

03 Thur 

09.37 

9.8 

21.51 

9.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Printed by TMP. 
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CAN YOU FILL IN THE BLANKS IN 
THESE IMAGES FROM THE PAST? 



Cowbridge Dramatic Society - early 1950s: Left to right, back row: 1. ?, 2.?, 3.? , 4. Mr Bishop 
(Bish), 5. Mrs Miller, 6. Bryn Edwards, 7. Mrs Flo Hinton (Goldie,) 8. ? Postmaster’s wife. 
Front row: 1. ?,2. Douglas Medhurst, 3. Gwilym Punter, behind with dog, 4. Maisey Burton, 5. Dr 
R Brown Miller (seated), 6. Betti Punter, 7. Lynda Edwards, 8. ?, 9. Bill Anthony, 10. Molly Williams, 
nee Palmer: Glyn Thomas in the centre front. 

The photograph was donated to the Cowbridge History Room by Tim Edwards, formerly of 
Woodlands Close and now Melbourne, Australia, whose mother Lynda is seated centre right. 


RIGHT 
Cowbridge Dramatic 
Society - early 1950s: 

Left to right, back row: 
1. ?, 2.?, 3.? , 4. Mr 
Bishop (Bish), 5. Mrs 
Miller, 6. Bryn 
Edwards, 7. Mrs Flo 
Hinton (Goldie,) 8. ? 
Postmaster’s wife. 
Front row: 1. ? ,2. 
Douglas Medhurst, 3. 
Gwilym Punter, behind 
with dog, 4. Maisey 
Burton, 5. Dr R Brown 
Miller (seated), 6. Betti 
Punter, 7. Lynda 
Edwards, 8. ?, 9. Bill 
Anthony, 10. Molly 
Williams, nee Palmer: 
Glyn Thomas in the cen¬ 
tre front. 
The photograph was 
donated to the 
Cowbridge History 
Room by Tim Edwards, 
formerly of Woodlands 
Close and now 
Melbourne, Australia, 
whose mother Lynda is 
seated centre right. 


Local firm to rescue as storms 
damage the welcome banners 



THE severe storms over the 
Christmas period uprooted 
trees, overturned caravans 
and caused widespread dam¬ 
age. 

They also ripped and damaged 
beyond repair the brand new 
‘Welcome to Cowbridge’ banners 
sponsored by the Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town Council and the 
Cowbridge Charter Trust. 

The banners were intended to fill 
the blank periods when the two 
banner poles in the High Street 
were not in use advertising any 
functions, such as the Food 
Festival, the May Day Fayre, the 
Vale Show, the Reindeer parade 


etc. but all was not lost - when 
local printing firm. Infographics, 
on hearing of the disaster stepped 
in and offered to replace them free 
of charge! 

However, even they agreed that 
the new banners may not stand up 
to the exceptional winds experi¬ 
enced in those recent storms. 

Harry Hailes of the Cowbridge 
Charter Trust was quick to accept 
Infographics’ offer and joined the 
Town Clerk, Mr Andrew Davies, in 
thanking them for their generous 
gesture especially in today’s econom¬ 
ic climate. 


The banners again proclaim ^Welcome to 
Cowbridge’ - thanks to a local firm that 
came to the rescue after the recent storms 
damaged the old ones beyond repair... 


Council news 


AT last week’s meeting of the town hall 
committee on Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town Council, plans were 
discussed for a First World War exhibi¬ 
tion in the town museum, planned for 
September of this year. 

The museum plans to contact local residents to 
put together a collection of personal mementos and 
exhibits. 

HIRING FEES 

The council has decided to freeze hiring fees for 
the town hall and lesser hall for the coming year. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. ^ 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 


r 


WWW. 

timeforvou 

•CO.UK 


CADS prepares to 
stage Broadway hit 


THE God of 
Carnage, the 
Broadway hit 
which starred 
James Gandolfini 
in his final role, 
will be staged at 


the Market Theatre 
in Cowbridge over 
three nights - April 
12-14. 

Market Theatre is the 
official home of CADS, 
the Cowbridge Amateur 
Dramatic Society and 


Club has insight 
into history of 
Dyffryn Gardens 


PONTFAEN 
Probus Club 

launched its 2014 
speaker season with 
a very informative 
talk by the head 
gardener of Dyffryn 
Gardens. 

Despite the familiarity 
of many club members 
with this local attraction, 
Alex Luker introduced 
new and insightful facts 
about the history of the 
gardens, including back¬ 
ground on its celebrated 
designer Thomas 

Mawson and the Cory 
family, who commis¬ 
sioned the project in the 
late 1800s. 

More than a century 


later, thanks to Heritage 
Lottery funding, exten¬ 
sive restoration activity 
has been undertaken, and 
continues under the 
National Trust’s steward¬ 
ship. 

The gardens’ own staff 
of eight are helped by 
volunteers from around 
the Vale, aiming to rein¬ 
state the garden to its 
original magnificence. 

The club is formed of 
members coming from 
professional or business 
backgrounds, who are 
now semi- or fully 
retired. To learn more of 
the Club, contact secre¬ 
tary Colin Wilson on 
01656 860498. LTG 


this is their annual 
spring production; 
CADS hope it will 
introduce more theatre 
fans to Market Theatre. 
Doors open at 7.30pm, 
leaving time for drinks 
at the bar before the 
curtain goes up at 8pm. 

Tickets cost £6.50 
from WG Davies 
Newsagent, 38 
Cowbridge High Street, 
or on the door. 

CADS is currently 
seeking more members 
to take part on stage 
and behind the scenes. 
To find out more, go to 
www.market- 
theatre.com or come to 
the next Clubnight in 
the theatre on May 9 at 
7.30pm. 


COWBRIDGE History Room is appealing for information 
about these interesting photographs from the town’s past. 



Aspiring composers 
in school concert 


SEVEN young 
music students at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School will have 
short compositions 
played by The 
Welsh Sinfonia - as 
part of a collabora¬ 
tive concert with the 
school orchestra on 
Friday (March 28), 
at 7pm. 

The Welsh Sinfonia’s 
composer in residence, 
Michael Csanyi-Wills, 
has been working with 
Catrin Howells, Verity 
Belle Atkinson, Hannah 
Gaskin, Matthew Upcott, 
Eleri Morgan, Molly 
Groves and Olivia 
Chester. 

They have written 
pieces for a small, unusu¬ 
al, group of seven instru¬ 
ments - violin, double 
bass, clarinet, bassoon, 
cornet, trombone and 
percussion - the orches¬ 
tration for Stravinsky’s 
Soldier’s Tale Suite, 
which The Welsh 
Sinfonia ensemble will 
play after the interval. 

The school’s band will 
perform a selection of 
well-known film music 
in the first half, with the 
Welsh Sinfonia ensem¬ 
ble, conducted by Mark 
Eager. This will be the 
fourth time the profes¬ 
sional orchestra has 
joined forces with the 
school’s musicians; they 
have previously worked 
with the whole orchestra, 
and with vocal and 


instrumental soloists. 

Each concert has 
demonstrated just how 
much the young musi¬ 
cians can achieve with 
hard work and commit¬ 
ment, and Michael 
Csanyi-Wills is very 
complimentary about the 
way in which his young 
composers have respond¬ 
ed to a rather unusual 
commission: “It will be 
interesting for them to 


hear what their composi¬ 
tions sound like ‘in real 
life’; they’ve responded 
well to the challenge. 
They’ve all got important 
music exams coming up, 
and I hope this exercise 
will stand them in really 
good stead.” 

Tickets available from 
the Cowbridge school’s 
box office (01446 
772311) and David 
Barnes Dry Cleaners. 


We want your pre4oved top qualip- 

Watches & 

UNWANTED JEWELLERY. 

Best prices paid, call in for 
a free valuation. 

Visit us at 

40 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF71 TAG 
or call 01446 776489 


Anard coincdv 

IhiiM to Sat, April 10, 11 6r 12 




BAR BUZZ 

Unisex Hair Salon 

Lisa & Kelly are 
relocating to Fontygary 
Leisure Park, Rhoose 

Join US on Sunday 
30th March 4-6pm 
for our opening 
celebrations 

We will be open for business 
Tuesday 1st April. 

We would like to thank our loyal 
customers and look forward to 
seeing them in our new salon. 

Please call to book your hair 
appointments. 

Rooms available for a self-employed 
beautician. 

01446 710608 
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The Fairtrade 
Fortnight allows 
pupils to show 
their great taste! 


CHILDREN at St David’s Church in Wales 
Primary School, Colwinston, recently 
celebrated Fairtrade Fortnight and the 
Fairtrade committee opened the event by 
leading an assembly. 

A spokeswoman said: “Fairtrade Fred advised 
shoppers on the brilliant ways that we can help to 
make the lives of producers and workers in the 
developing world better through the purchase of 
Fairtrade products. 

“Parents, grandparents and local residents were 
invited in to sample the produce and ‘Friends of St 
David’s’ brewed up a tasty selection of Fairtrade tea 
and coffee, sourced from ethically managed tea and 
coffee plantations around the world. 

“Each class took part in various Fairtrade 
activities, raising awareness of trade issues as part 
of their global citizenship education.” 



BONT 
FAEN WI 
TRY OUT 
CURLING 

HOT on the heels 
of the Winter 
Olympics, ladies of 
Bont Faen WI 
enjoyed their own 
opportunity to get 
down and get 
curling on March 
20, minus that 
much-needed 
brush! 

Every member wanted 
to try their hand at this 
popular sport and the 
Lesser Hall was laid up 
with targets at either 
end, spectators sitting 
along the side walls, and 
teams of two trying their 
best to beat their 
opponents. 

Discs containing ball 
bearings fell short, 
overshot or glided 
smoothly on target. In 
knock-out style and with 
a very competitive edge, 
our first-time visitor 
Hilary Hills outdid 
members and scored the 
highest points of the 
night closely followed 
by Diana Bennett, Mary 
Hopkins, Glen 
Brookfield, Jan Riddell 
and Miranda Davies. 

The evening was 
deemed a great success. 
Thanks to Margaret 
Price for keeping us all 
under control and 
keeping score! 

Tonight, March 27, 
members will be 
celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the group 
in the Town Hall, 
providing a lavish buffet 
for invited WI link 
groups (past and present) 
and special senior WI 
guests. 

Almost 100 WI 
members will look back, 
enjoy the present, and 
gain momentum for the 
future. We shall enjoy 
and report back next 
week! JH 


COULD LLANDOW 
NEWYDD PLAN STILL 
FIND FAVOUR WITH 
COUNCIL PLANNERS? 


WHEN the Vale 
Council’s list of 
alternative 
candidate sites 
went live last week, 
one familiar 
proposal was 
under 

consideration. 

The massive 
Llandow Newydd 
proposal, which was 
first presented over 12 


years ago, was turned 
down by Vale Council 
planners in March 
2009. 

The developers took 
the refusal to a 
judicial review, where 
the Vale Council won 
after the appeal was 
dismissed. 

However, as the new 
round of Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) consulation 
continues, the site is 



JRC Jewellery have recently opened in 
Cowbridge High Street 


New chapter 
opens in 
Cowbridge 


JRC JEWELLERY, 
the family-run 
jewellery retailer 
,has doubled its 
number of retail 
outlets after 

acquiring a new 
unit on Cowbridge 
High Street, 

supported by 

Barclays. 

The £55,000 

investment has created 
two new jobs and will 
double business turnover 
to £250,000 in 2014. 

Established in 1992 by 
owner John Mahoney, 
the business has traded 
from a jewellery stall at 
St Tydfils indoor market 
for the last 22 years but 
decided the time was 
right to expand and give 


daughter Rowena a more 
prominent role in the 
business. 

John Mahoney, owner 
of JRC Jewellery, said: 
“When I left the army, I 
needed a new profession 
and always had an 
interest in jewellery and 
stumbled into taking on 
the jewellery stall in 
Merthyr: 22 years later 
we still have the stall in 
Merthyr which has done 
very well. 

“We now begin a new 
chapter with the retail 
outlet in Cowbridge 
serving a very different 
market and clientele. 

“We offer a fresh and 
inspiring range of 
jewellery from quality 
British designers pieces 
for every budget ranging 
from £25 to £5,000.” 


MONTEVERDI 
AT ST DONATS 


AT St Donafs Art Centre on Friday, April 4, 
The Welsh Camerata choir, which draws its 
members from Cardiff, the Vale and further 
afield, will be performing madrigals by 17th 
century composer Claudio Monteverdi, directed 
by the early music specialist Andrew Wilson- 
Dickson, and accompanied, in some pieces, by 
musicians playing period instruments. 

Monteverdi (1567 -1643) wrote madrigals (or 
short secular choral pieces) over most of his life, 
and this concert features highlights from 
throughout his career. The words he chose to 
set in his pieces run the whole gamut of human 
affection, and the development of his style 
through these pieces charts the seismic shift that 
took place in musical language from the 
Renaissance to the Baroque. 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


back once again as an 
alternative candidate 
site 

As with all such 
candidate sites, the 
Vale Council has 
emphasised that none 
has the backing of the 
council, but legally the 
council has to pursue 
this consultation (See 
Coun Neil Moore’s 
column this week, page 
13). 

However, one thing 
that has emerged in 
recent weeks is a 
groundswell of 
support for Llandow 
Newydd as towns such 
as Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major, along 
with smaller 
communities such as 
Ystradowen, all come 
to terms with the 
possible arrival of new 
housing developments. 

Residents in 
Cowbridge, for 
instance, have 
discovered an 
enthusiasm for 
Llandow Newydd that 
was not there five 


years ago. 

What has changed, 
of course, is that a 
number of housing 
developments are 
being proposed in and 
around Cowbridge. 

Similarly, people in 
Barry, Sully and Dinas 
Powys resent being 
asked to take the bulk 
of the housing 
allocation in the LDP, 
so a development at 
Llandow that 
contributes 2,750 
homes would have 
supporters in the 
eastern Vale. 

When Llandow 
Newydd was first 
proposed, it included 
2,750 homes, including 
affordable housing, a 
full range of services 
including both an 
English and Welsh 
speaking primary 
school, a village centre 
and several small 
‘local centres’, a 
possible park and ride 
scheme, health and 
leisure facilities and 
significant areas of 


public open space 
including playing 
pitches covering some 
17 hectares. 

A by-pass around 
the village of 
Llysworney was also 
part of the scheme. 

The proposals also 
included provision to 
retain and enhance 18 
hectares of woodland 
and ‘informal open 
space’ of ecological 
value, together with 
the retention of as 
much existing 
hedgerow as possible. 

In addition, the 
project promised to 
make land and 
funding available to 
provide healthcare 
facilities and, in 
conjunction with 
police, fire/rescue and 
ambulance authorities, 
would provide 
necessary premises 
and facilities to 
improve local 
emergency services 
provision. 


Book cover design 
competition winners 



ABOVE and 
BELOW: The 
competition 
winners receive 
their prizes. 



TO celebrate World Book Day (March 
6), Cowbridge Library ran a bookcover 
design competition over half term when 
the winners were: 

Age 3-7 category - first prize, Grace Kent; second 
prize, Megan Withnall. 

Age 8-12 category - first prize, Lucy Goodwin; 
second prize. An wen Jones. 

The photos show local author Michaela Weaver 
handing out the prizes. 

Cowbridge Librarian, Melanie Weeks, reported: 
“The children worked really hard on their book 
covers and the standard was really high. 
Congratulations to everyone who took part.” 

All entries are currently on display in the foyer of 
the library. 


The Benifice Parochial Church Council of Llantwit 
Major is presenting a Petition for the granting of a 
Faculty to provide flood defences for St Donat’s 
Church. The defences will consist of a removable 
barrier at the churchyard gates and a low barrier 
wall to protect the sunken entrance to the church 
boiler room. 

Any person, body or society wishing to make 
representaions regarding the proposals must do 
so in writing to: 

Care of Churches Department, Llandaff Diocesan 
Office, The Court, Coychurch, Bridgend, CF35 5EH 

within 28 days of the publication of this notice. 

Signed by the Petitioner: Robert Smith, 

Joint Secretary, St Donat’s Church. 
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Family hope 
the gang who 
attacked their 
‘vulnerable’ son 
will be caught 


GEM REPORT by 
TIM CHAPMAN 


A local family have 
been left frustrated 
that no one has 
been caught by the 
police following an 
assault on their 
son, who is a vul¬ 
nerable adult, and 
his girlfriend. 

There has been recent 
Government concern 
about how police deal 
with offenders with 
learning disabilities - in 
this case it is the victim 
who has learning issues 
and poor health. 

The police have 
emphasised they are still 
investigating the inci¬ 
dent and urged any wit¬ 
nesses or people with 
information to get in 
touch with them. 

The incident took 
place at Pencoedtre Park 
in Gibbonsdown, Barry, 
on Monday evening, 
February 24, at around 
8.30pm. 

Kane Takata, aged 
20, and his 17-year-old 
girlfriend were 
approached by a group 
of youths and kicked 
and punched. 

Kane told The GEM: 
“I was walking with my 
girlfriend across 
Pencoedtre Park when a 


THE Tractor Boys 
of Aberthin, in asso¬ 
ciation with 

Inscape, staged a 
tractor run on 
February 16 in 
memory of the late 
David Rees, former¬ 
ly of Inscape. 

The run attracted a ter¬ 
rific turnout of tractors of 
all vintages and resulted 
in £1,350 being raised 
for the Welsh Air 
Ambulance. 

Spokesman Steve 
Davies said: “In excess 
of 75 tractors left JG 
Plant’s yard, the business 
having been recently 
acquired by Inscape, at 
around 10.30am. 

“The tractors were 
split into two groups, 
with the smaller vintage 
tractors led by route mas¬ 
ter Martyn Huish, and the 
larger tractors being led 
by Martyn’s son, Owain. 

“The convoy left the 
Brackla Industrial Estate 
and travelled over to 
Pencoed via Coed y 
Mwstwr, passing through 
Brynna and turning left 
at The Eagle Pub before 
proceeding up and over 
Mynydd-y-Gear and 
dropping down into the 
Ogmore Valley. A well 
earned refreshment break 


youth asked for a 
lighter. We said ‘We 
don’t smoke’ and he 
kicked my girlfriend in 
the back. 

“She went down on 
the floor bruising her 
legs. I helped her up 
and one of them 
punched me in the ribs 
three times. 

“When my girlfriend 
took off her hood, they 
could see she was a girl 
and they apologised and 
said ‘No one hit you, 
the wind blew you 
over’.” 

It was dark, but Kane 
says his attackers were 
probably aged around 
16 years old. 

The assault was 
reported to the police at 
9pm, but Kane said he 
was disappointed the 
police didn’t get in a car 
and go down to the park 
because he believed the 
attackers might still be 
there. 

The police said an 
assault would be logged 
and told him to get in 
touch if he had any fur¬ 
ther information. 

Kane’s mother 


was taken at Blackmill. 

“The return journey 
saw the tractors head for 
Heol-y-Cyw, passing up 
and over the common 
and dropping down into 
the village of Coity 
before heading to the 
Brackla Cafe, where a 
tremendous carvery 
lunch was enjoyed by all. 
Here a raffle added a fur¬ 
ther £128 to the cash 
already collected. 

“Eollowing on from 
this run, a very well-sup¬ 
ported presentation 
evening took place at The 
Earmers Arms, Aberthin, 
the Rees family present¬ 
ed a cheque for £1,350 to 
Catrin Hall of the Welsh 
Air Ambulance. 

“Many thanks to all 
those individuals who 
took part in this run , in 
particular to Martyn 
Huish and Ray Jenkins 
for organising the route, 
Jeff Webb and Linda for 
providing tea, coffee and 
cakes at the start, 
Caroline Langford for 
collecting entrance fees 
and organising the raffle 
and Gareth and Owen of 
JG Plant for the use of 
their yard. 

“A big thank you also 
to Brackla Cafe for 
excellent food served 
very efficiently.” 


Sharon was so upset she 
put appeals on-line. 
Kane is a vulnerable 
adult with learning diffi¬ 
culties and has had very 
serious health problems, 
and she was keen to see 
the perpetrators brought 
to justice. 

Sharon explained: 
“Later that evening, at 
around 10.15pm, I 
spoke to police in 
Cardiff and asked why 
they hadn’t sent a car 
out, and the woman said 
they didn’t know what 
emergencies might be 
happening elsewhere 
that would require 
cars.” 

Sharon said: “I put 
something on Eacebook 
and a woman got in 
touch to say her son had 
seen it happen. 

“We were given three 
names which we passed 
on to the police. But the 
police want the witness 
to come forward and he 
is too frightened. 

“The police saw 
Kane about a week later 
at our house and said 
there was nothing they 
could do if the witness 
did not come forward. 

“It would have been 
good if my husband and 
I had been able to meet 
the police with Kane. 
The police know he has 
learning difficulties and 
does not explain himself 
too well. We were trav¬ 
elling home from work 
at the time and did not 
realise they were com¬ 
ing. No one has been 
held accountable for 
what happened and I 
am worried this group 
might attack someone 
else.” 

The police told The 
GEM that following the 
complaint made by 
Kane, officers went to 
the area, conducted a 
search and examined 
CCTV images; howev¬ 
er, there was no-one in 
the vicinity. 

The police say they 
are continuing to inves¬ 
tigate the assault and are 
appealing for anyone 
who may have any 
information about the 
incident which occurred 
in the Pendcoedtre Park 
area at around 8.30pm 
on Eebruary 24 to con¬ 
tact them. 

Local policing 
inspector Chris Owen 
said: “Incidents such as 
this are very unusual 
and we want to hear 
from anyone who can 
assist us in our investi¬ 
gations.” 

Contact Barry police 
station on 101, or 
anonymously via 
Crimestoppers, on 0800 
555111 (quote reference 
1400063214). 


Tractor Boys 
look back on 
successful run 


HISTORY OF BONVILSTON 
CHURCH GOING ON SHOW! 


front 
of the 
display 
at St 
Mary^s 
Church. 


AN exhibition in St 
Mary’s Church, 
Bonvilston, charts 
the history of the 
village from earliest 
records to the pres¬ 
ent time. 

It centres on wall pan¬ 
els, graphic displays and 
a floor covering featur¬ 
ing the 1877 Ordnance 
Survey map, which 
allows visitors to take a 
virtual walk through the 
village. 

It has been put togeth¬ 
er by a group of vil¬ 
lagers and was made 
possible thanks to a 
£3,400 grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Lund 
and a £9,000 grant from 
the Pride in Our 
Heritage programme, 
awarded by the Creative 
Rural Communities in 
Cowbridge through the 
Rural Development Plan 
for Wales. 

Paul Eisher, one of the 
history group behind the 
exhibition said: “The 
aim of the exhibition 
was to bring the history 
of the village into one 
focal point and create a 
sense of place for vil¬ 
lagers and visitors alike. 

“It recognises the 
importance of St Mary’s 
Church as the place 
where everything begins 
and ends - it is in the 
centre of the village and 
is the oldest building, 
dating back to Norman 
times. 

“We are delighted 
with how the exhibition 
has turned out and we 
hope that it is going to 
attract more visitors to 
the church and to the vil¬ 
lage.” 

Information and pic¬ 
tures used in the exhibi¬ 
tion came from a num¬ 
ber of sources including 
the Glamorgan Archives. 
Sketches, pictures and 
memories of the village 
have also come from 
local people and others 
who used to live in the 
area. 

“We have had dona¬ 
tions of old pictures and 
even sketches dating 
back to 1840 which 
might have otherwise 
been lost but now they 
are here for everyone to 
see,” said Mr Eisher. 

“There has been lots 
of interest already in the 
exhibition which will be 
a permanent fixture in 
the church. We have 
five history panels on 
the walls, but these 
could be added to in the 
future as more informa¬ 
tion is gathered. 

“Our next step is to 
set up a website for 
information that we have 



not been able to include 
in the exhibition and is 
something that we will 
look at applying for fur¬ 
ther funding for.” 

The project has also 
enabled a book written 
by former landlord of 
the Red Lion, Charles 
Deere charting his recol¬ 
lections of early 20th 
century life in 
Bonvilston, to be repub¬ 
lished. 

The exhibition will be 
open to the public from 
March 31 (Monday to 
Friday, 9am to 4pm). 

AY 




Ends Sunday 
6th April 


End df 


£1,000,000 
stock Sell-Off! 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by AJ siCLUNA 


Man used a 
fork to stab 
his drinking 
partner 


Local man 
jailed for 
^horrendous’ 
lighter 
fuel attack 


Welsh language 
pre-school playgroup 
gets funding boost 


COURT TOLD 


AN ATTACKER who used a 
fork to stab his victim, has 
been jailed for 10 months at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Gareth Brooks (43) of Holton 
Road, Barry, admitted causing 
Nathan Garner actual hodily harm. 

Prosecutor Jason Howells said 
that the victim had lived in shel¬ 
tered accommodation. 

Sometimes, the two men would 
drink together. On February 6, 
there was a dispute and Brooks was 
heard shouting: “I’m going to stah 
you in the throat, I’m going to kill 


A MAN was sub¬ 
jected to a “horren¬ 
dous” attack, when 
you.” Some time later, he threat- a drunken friend 
ened him and stahhed him three sprayed him with 
times in the right shoulder with a ligjif^gr fuel and 

Brooks’ solicitor, Ann Griffiths, 

., . , Seconds later, John 

said the victim didn’t require hos- George (30) repeatedly 
pital treatment and Brooks had a punched the victim, Paul 
degree of mental disorder. Hamer, Cardiff Crown 

Mr Justuce Wyn Williams told Court has been told. 
Brooks: “This incident took place George, of Bryn Du 
in a hostel for vulnerable people. Road, Kenfig Hill, was 
Your victim was vulnerable, and so jailed for three years and 


are you.” 

He said the wounds were minor, 
but it could have been a lot worse. 


BURGLAR SPOTTED 
ON FACEBOOK... 


Hearing 

Tests 


ft ft ## '>r* t 
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Scott Wr£xe Hearing 
Centre provides: 
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* tryhon.il 
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For mwt rifon^iatto^, or to 
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Or call irito: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 
I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 
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A BURGLAR was 
identified after he 
spotted 


three months. 

He pleaded guilty to 
attempting to cause Mr 
Hamer grievous bodily 
harm and was in breach 
of a community order for 
battery. 

Recorder Peter 

Griffiths told him: “You 
pleaded guilty to a very 
serious charge for which 
there are no sentencing 
guidelines. 

“You subjected this 


him, lit it and beat him 
The court cannot 


Facebook, Cardiff man to an absolutely 
Crown Court has horrendous assault. You 
heard sprayed lighter fuel over 

Aron Taylor (22) of 

Richard Street, Barry, , „ 

was jailed for 14 months ‘ 8 ““" "'"’f 8 °“ . 

after he admitted bur- f 

gling premises in '■’at on Febraaty 6 , 

Lombard Leet, Barry. 

He also admiited ® 

being in breach of a con- ^ Kenfig Hill, 
ditional discharge for 
shoplifting. 

Said Mr Justice Wyn 
Williams, “You are a 
young man and you bur¬ 
gled premises where the 
occupants were a young 
couple and a baby. To 
your credit, once you 
were disturbed you left 
without making any 
threats.” 

He said the aggravat¬ 
ing features were that he 
had previous convictions 
for burglary and robbery. 

“I have no option but 
to sentence you to imme¬ 
diate imprisonment.” 

Prosecutor Hoa Dieu 
said that on December 
29, Taylor broke into the 
premises. 

One of the occupants, 

Rakesh Momi, was 
asleep on a sofa but was 
awakened by the pres¬ 
ence of Taylor standing 
in front of him. 

The front door had 
been left unlocked and 
Taylor made off with a 
games console and a bot¬ 
tle of vodka. 

A police dog later 
tracked Taylor’s scent to 
Richard Street and Taylor 
was later spotted on 
Facebook. 

He was arrested and 
made full admissions. 

His solicitor, Derek 
Gooden, said “He is 
under no illusion that the 
sentence will be custody. 

He co-operated fully and 
has the benefit of a fami¬ 
ly behind him.” 

He was ordered to pay 
a victim surcharge of 
£ 100 . 


They had known eac] 
other since childhood 
He said Mr Hamer let 
him in and they chattedi 
for some time. 

“Without any warn¬ 
ing, he then sprayed him 
with lighter fuel and 
ignited it. Mr Hamer 
pulled off some of his 
clothing, and George 
then repeatedly punched 
him and bit an ear.” 

Mr Hamer succeeded 
in escaping and ran to a 
neighbour for help. 

George, who was 
drunk, claimed falsely 
that Mr Hamer had 
caused family problems. 

In the past, he said, 
Mr Hamer had given the 
defendant guitar lessons. 

George’s counsel, 
Kevin Seal, said that a 
combination of the death 
of his mother and the 
break-up of a relation¬ 
ship had made his life 
spiral out of control. 

He added: “He is gen¬ 
uinely remorseful and is 
disgusted by his behav¬ 
iour. When arrested, he 
was heavily intoxicated 
and angry. In prison, he 
is about to start an anger 
management course.” 

When he is released, 
said Mr Seal, he wants to 
make a positive start in 
life. 



Author gives 
thriller talk at 
local library 




I 



Welsh author, Penelope Evans, 
recently visited Cowhridge Library 
to give a talk on the art of thriller 
writing. She is pictured with 
town librarian Melanie Weeks. 
{Photograph by Mike Wilcock). 


A COFFEE morning was held 
recently by members of 
Merched y Wawr Cowbridge, 
to raise funds for local Welsh 
language pre-school play¬ 
group, Cylch Meithrin y 
Bontfaen. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns went along 
and explained: “I have long been a 


supporter of Cylch Meithrin, cam¬ 
paigning alongside The GEM to 
gain funding for their site behind 
the leisure centre some nine years 
ago. 

“I met a number of parents and 
children who currently attend the 
playgroup, many of whom popped 
in to enjoy the homemade Welsh 
cakes on offer! 


The fascinating 
epitaph in wake 
of Bligh mutiny 


ON March 18, Dr resented being criticised Edwards, who had Welsh 
Alastair Cooper at Bligh in front of the connections, on the ship 
Din a s Powys Probus "ew. The planned fwe- ..- 

__ _ mnnth vnvpiap tn Tpihit 


Club gave a talk 
entitled ‘/n the wake 
of the Bounty.^ 

Dr Cooper took a growing season had 
degree at Cardiff passed, there was a fur- 
marine ther five months delay. 


Pandora to hunt out the 
month voyage to Tahiti mutineers. The crew 
took 10 months due to numbered 136, including 


bad weather and because marines to deal with any 
they arrived after the trouble. 

When he arrived in 
Tahiti, he was regarded as 
a rescuer, but he placed 


University 

studies, is a master During the extended all the survivors in chains 
mariner, and author of stay, the crew formed and condemned them to 
several histories of relationships with the bilges, refusing to 
marine matters. local girls and were reluc- listen to their claims that 

His talk related to tant to leave. Bligh’s bad they had not mutinied, 
events leading up to and temper did not help and jje ^as a brutal man 

eventually the crew, led with no sentiment. He 

hymn-singing 
and prayers, believing 


beyond the mutiny. 


explaining the reasons by Christian, mutinied: banned 
why it occurred and the 14 were actual mutineers 


consequences. 


_ - „ ^ . . but 25 wanted to remain to be mutinous 

The Bounty was ongi- loyal to Bligh, including 
11^7 Cl r-nlUi-r QO ^ CnUntS. 

After a fruitless search 


nally a collier, 90 feet Tom Ellison 
long by 23 feet broad, Bligh and 18 support- 
and had a crew of 39 plus ers were put into a 23 foot 
Commander Bhgh. long-boat - there was not 

The purpose of the room for anv others and nome dui 

voyage was to gather 750 xom had to be left Pandora was wrecked on 
bread fruit plants from behind. 

They 


for the Bounty and the 
mutineers, Edwards set 
sail for home but 


the Barrier Reef and 40 

the Pacific island of ""Thev were given drowned. 

Tahiti and take them to bread, rum and water and subsequent 

the West Indies to feed nn cmH cm^r court martial, presided 

over by Admiral Hood, 
three were sentenced to 
death, the others trans¬ 
ported for life. Young 


, , , . lived on fish and any 

the slaves, pe mam ^rds they could trap, 
characters m the tragedy j|,gy were facing a voy- 
were TOliam Bligh, 35 qq 

Chnstran (aged 23), and basic navigational equip- Tom Ellison, was one of 
ment. 


Tom Ellison, a 15-year- 
old foundling. 

The ship sailed in 
1787: Bligh came from a 
fairly humble 


those three. He had learnt 


Fortunately, Bligh, the !° “^d and write during 
expert navigator and a his time in goal and wrote 
■ ■ - to Admiral Hood, swear- 


Why Chris and Linda 
are Bermuda-bound! 


, 1 strict disciplinarian, made . , 

- a U . U a 1 , sure that the meagre ‘“8 h'* l?.ynhy 1 ° Bl‘ 8 h 

ground ta had become a md pleading for mercy, 

vey skilled navigator ^ However, the Crown was 

and manne cartographer. . ’ determined to have its 

Unfortunately, he was Timor Island in the Dutch revenge and poor Tom 
?y^Md temper East Indies. Bligh then hanged at the yard- 

Chiistian was from a 
family who were part of 

the establishment in treason in thelloval together with native 
London society and he mutineers Tahitians and women, 

knew that if caught, they did not live for long 


returned to London and 
was treated as a hero. The mutineers who 

Mutiny was regarded settled in Pitcairn, 


CHRIS BALL, proprietor of 
Llysworney Garage Ltd on the 
B4268 between Pentre Meurig 
and Llantwit Major, will be clos¬ 
ing his garage doors for five 
weeks tomorrow (March 28) to 
travel across the Atlantic for a 
very special event. His daughter 


Katie and son-in-law Adam 
(Richards) who are both practicing 
barristers in Bermuda, are expect¬ 
ing their first child in early April, 
and Chris and wife Linda are trav¬ 
elling to welcome their first grand¬ 
child into the world in personIThey 
will be back to reopen the garage as 
usual on May 6. 


would be hanged. 


Jealousy and alcohol 


Those still loyal to the caused fighting amongst 
Crown were returned to them, and they were all 
Tahiti to await rescue, but dead within a few years. 
Christian took the muti- Descendents of the 
neers to Pitcairn Island original settlers, about 
which, being so remote, 30 in number, remain on 
would be a safe haven. Pitcairn and depend on 


The Bounty was burnt so financial help 
no escape became possi- Britain to survive, 
ble. 

The Admiralty then given by 
sent Captain Edward McGuire. 


from 


The vote of thanks was 
Malcolm 
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Vale pioneers new 
service at hospital 


A NEW service at Barry 
Hospital has been launched 
to help to reduce delays in 
leaving hospital and cut 
hospital admissions. 

The Vale Community Resource 
Service (CRS) offers one point of 
access to services that can help 
people avoid hospital admission 
or get them back into the commu¬ 
nity after a hospital stay. 

The service created by the Vale 
Council and Cardiff and Vale 


co-ordinated response to each 
referral. 

Stuart Egan, deputy Leader of 
the Vale Council and cabinet 
member for adult services, said: 
“Integrating these services means 
that local people are getting sup¬ 
port and help more quickly, this 
means less hospital admissions, 
because people receive care as 
soon as they need it. It also leads 
to quicker discharge from hospital 
as the support services people 
need to leave hospital are prompt- 


services in this way benefits 
patients and makes savings for 
both the NHS and the council.” 

At the official opening ceremo¬ 
ny Deputy Minister for Social 
Services, Gwenda Thomas AM, 
said: “The Vale of Glamorgan 
Community Resource Service is at 
the forefront of the Welsh 
Government’s proposals to 
improve care and support services 
for vulnerable people through 
more collaborative working across 
health and social care and with 


University Health Board allows a ly ready to help them. Integrating key partners in the third sector.” 


BUSY PROGRAMME AT 
PENSIONERS’ CLUB... 


Llantwit Major 
Pensioners have 
held successful 
meetings since the 
new year. 

We have been enter¬ 
tained by Amy Brittain, 
which was delightful, 
also used our new pro¬ 
jection gift and saw 
slides of animals. 

The quality and sound 
of the system was excel¬ 
lent. Mike Welford 
helped us in setting up 
the system for which we 
were grateful. 

We had a 40s - 50s 
musical evening with 
Tony Hill on his guitar. 
Mr Brian Sheal gave us 
a very interesting talk on 
the world of dogs and 
this was an authorative 
talk, as Brian has judged 


at Crufts. Trevor and 
Carol played duets on 
the piano and their 
choice of music was 
superb. 

Llantwit Major ladies 
choir once again gave us 
a good range of music. 
They sang the 23rd 
psalm to Brother James’s 
air, and ended the 
evening with ‘Thanks be 
to God’. 

This past week we 
have had the Ogmore 
Valley Male Voice 
Choir. They were 
superb and the choice of 
music was excellent. 

The songs included 
‘You’ve Got a friend’, 
‘Raise me up’, and 
‘Love is a River’. 

Their rendering of 
‘Unchained Melody’ was 
good. 


We had visitors from 
Hampshire which was 
lovely. 

We have other attrac¬ 
tions coming up, includ¬ 
ing Marianne and her 
songsters. 

For more information 
on the club’s activities, 
which include our first 
trip to Comeston Lake, 
and Cardiff Bay and the 


parks around Cardiff on 
April 29 (cost £12) con¬ 
tact Wilf Cole on 01656 
890680 (chairman) or 
Primrose Goldsworthy 
(secretary) on 01446 
794257; or why not 
come to Llantonian Hall 
on a Tuesday evening at 
7pm where you will 
receive a warm wel¬ 
come. PG 


WHAT’S ON /in brief 

Charity jumble 

THE Llancarfan Ladies Tuesday Club will hold 
its top drawer jumble sale at Llancarfan 
Community Hall on April 5, at 1.30pm. All pro¬ 
ceeds to charity, including Air Ambulance. 

X-Factor auditions 

THE X-Eactor mobile auditions will be held on 
Saturday, April 5 at the former tourist informa¬ 
tion centre, Paget Road, Barry Island, from 
10am - 3pm. 16 years and over only . For terms 
and conditions go to www.itv.comlxfactor. 



Bingo! Mayor collects her dahher 


AT the beginning of 
last month’s meeting 
of the Royal British 
Legion in 
Cowbridge, to 
tremendous 
applause, in walked 
Conn Gwen Baty, 
Mayor of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian 
and her consort, Mr 
Geraint Baty. 

As she was wearing 
her priceless badge of 
office, Heidi, and six 
members of the posse, 
were deputed to act as 
her bodyguard. 

At such important 
meetings, the Mayor is 
normally preceded by 
the Mace Bearer carry¬ 
ing the mace. However, 
it was felt more appro¬ 
priate to present her with 
a Bingo ‘dabber’ instead. 

After circulating, she 
enthusiastically got 
down to the serious busi¬ 
ness of playing bingo. 
Despite being infuriat¬ 
ingly close on a number 
of occasions, she did not 


have the good fortune of 
beginner’s luck! 

Neither did she win 
on the raffle; so at least, 
she does not have to 
declare any unsolicited 
gaffes to council! 

She certainly enjoyed 
herself, as indicated by 
her kind remarks, in her 
column in The GEM last 
week. 

So, ‘After the 
Mayor’s Show’, why not 
join us for the next ses¬ 
sion on Thursday, April 
3 at the Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge Town Hall. 
Doors open 7pm. EYES 
DOWN’7.30pm. Bingo, 
raffle and succulent 
food. Don’t forget to 
bring your own wine! 
Breaking news 
THE main raffle prize, 
kindly donated by Mr 
Julian Hitchcock, is a 
voucher for £50, which 
may be used at The 
Bear, Oscars, New 
House or Coed Y 
Mwstwr. 

(Basil is presenting 

the Mayor with her 
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£208,250 windfall 
for Ifs My Shout 


IT’S My Shout Productions 
have been awarded £208,250 
by Creative Skillets Cymru to 
help develop skills and talent in 
Wales. 

The investment has been made 
available through Creative Skillets 
Cymru’s Skills Investment Fund. 

Pencoed-based It’s My Shout, 
which is behind the Bridgend Youth 
Theatre, will work with a consortium 
of partners including BBC Cymru 
Wales, S4C and The Film Agency for 
Wales, to deliver training opportunities 
to up to 59 students from across Wales, 
in a wide range of production areas - 
from camera to sound, art department 
to hair and make-up - and will act as a 
resource for film and high-end 
television production in Wales. 

It’s My Shout Productions Ltd 
produced short films for television and 
screen for BBC Cymru Wales, S4C and 
the UK Film Council. 

Huw Walters, interim director for 
Creative Skillset Cymru said: “It’s My 
Shout’s new trainee programme 
focuses on areas of production skills 
which are currently lacking in Wales. 

“The new scheme will give people 
from all over Wales the opportunity to 
help meet this demand and form part of 
the media workforce in Wales; thus 
developing world-class talent which 
will not only contribute to inward 
investment, but also put Wales on the 
global map.” 

Rhodri Talfan Davies, Director, 
BBC Cymru Wales and chair of 
Creative Skillset Cymru National 
Advisory Board said: “It’s My Shout 
has given thousands of young people 
across Wales a head start in the film 
and television industry - in front of 
and behind the camera. 

“A large number of its former 
trainees are now working worldwide in 


the creative industries, and our own 
drama studios at Roath Lock in Cardiff 
are also benefiting from the talent 
nurtured by It’s My Shout. 

“BBC Wales has always been 
committed to developing new 
production talent - it’s in our DNA - 
and we’re proud of our long 
association with both It’s My Shout 
and the Creative Skillset team. 

“The launch of this talent pool for 
Wales is an important part of building 
the creative skills base here in Wales”. 

S4C’s director of communications, 
marketing and partnerships, Garffild 
Lloyd Lewis said: “I’m really pleased 
that It’s My Shout Productions have 
been successful with their funding bid 
to create a talent pool for Wales. 

“This is the second year for S4C to 
support the It’s My Shout project in 
Wales and this year we look forward to 
seeing three short films in the Welsh 
language produced by students 
working on the project in three 
communities in Wales. 

“The investment from Creative 
Skillset Cymru is in addition to the It’s 
My Shout Made in Wales film project, 
and S4C is proud to be part of this 
partnership project as we look to boost 
the development of creative talent in 
Wales.” 

PACT 

meetings 

DYFAN PACT, Highlight Park 
Community Centre on Monday^ 
March 31 at 7.15pm. 

COFFEE & CHAT, The Six Bells, 
Penmark on Tuesday, April 22 at 
11am. 


COMMONWEALTH FLAG FLIES 
FOR FIRST TIME IN THE VALE 


THE flag of the 
Commonwealth has 
flown for the first 
time over the Vale - 
at the Queen’s 
request. 

It is the first time in the 
UK that the flag has been 
requested to be flown 
outside London, bringing 
together 53 countries 
worldwide flying the flag 
to mark Commonwealth 
Day. 

The Mayor of the Vale, 
Coun Mrs Margaret 
Wil ki nson, was joined by 
Vice-Lord Lieutenant for 
South Glamorgan, Sir 
Brooke Boothby, as RAF 
personnel from MoD St 
Athan raised the 
Commonwealth flag 
outside the Civic Offices 
in Barry. 

The occasion was 
marked with a short 
ceremony attended by 
Alun Cairns MP, Jane 
Hutt AM, mayors and 
councillors from across 
the Vale, and 
representatives from the 
RAF, Navy and Merchant 
Navy. 

Coun Wilkinson gave a 
short address, followed by 
a message from the 
Queen, which was read by 
Sir Brooke Boothby. 

The RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band played 
both the national anthems 
of Great Britain and Wales 
as the flag was raised into 
position b^y Sergeant Lisa 
Millar. 

Barry joined 200 other 
cities and towns 


throughout the UK who 
marked the event, as 
Glasgow prepares to host 
the 2014 Commonwealth 
Games. 

Pupils from St Helen’s 
RC Primary School were 
also there to witness the 
event. 

Erin Gamble (10) said: 
“It was really exciting and 
a great pleasure to watch. 
I didn’t know too much 
about Commonwealth 
Day and the 
Commonwealth Games, 
but now I am looking 
forward to seeing them.” 

Harry Rose (seven) 
said, “I wouldn’t have 
watched the 

Commonwealth Games, 
but I am going to now. 
This has been exciting 
seeing the flag go up. 

The Commonwealth is 
made up of 53 countries 
that were once British 
Colonies and their 
residents make up a third 
of the world’s population. 




Jane Hutt with 
pupils from St 
Helenas School. 



Sgt Millar raising 
the Commonwealth 
flag. 


DO YOU HAVE 
MISTED/FOGGY 
DOUBLE GLAZING 

No need to 
change the 
window. 

Just change 
the glass. 

Tel: 01446 741579 
Mob: 07909 991691 
JONES upvc 







WIRELESS HEARING TECHNOLOGY 

FREE HEARING TESTS 
FREE ADVICE & 

FREE TRIALS* 

2 YEARS FREE B 


BARRY EYE CENTRE 087 Holton Road Barry CF63 4HG 
FREEPHONE 0800 587 2318° 

Also visit our showroom at 1 Willow Court • Pengam • Blackwood • NP12 SSL 
E: info@applecares.co.uk • Visit: www.applecares.co.uk 


' T&C’s apply, apple hearing & healthcare reserve all rights 
Offers correct at time of printing. 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

Servicing 
from £80 
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WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 
Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 




Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 



LPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 
Stockist) 




AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for aii your piumbing, 
heating and drainage suppiies 

For stores and gas phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 849125 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 
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OPEN: 
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Plenty to celebrate, but we 
must rise to Vale challenge 


^WE need to 
celebrate what we 
can achieve and 
have achieved in 
education in the 
Vale/ 

That was the message 
given at my annual 
Spring Breakfast, by 
Professor David Egan, 
who is Professor of 
Welsh Education Policy 
and director of the Wales 
Centre for Equity in 
Education. 

The breakfast event 
was attended by 
headteachers, governors. 
Vale councillors and 
officers, members of the 
Youth Service, the 
college and the local 
press. 

Professor Egan also 
said that we need to be 
clear about the challenge 
in realising the potential 
of every child in the Vale 
and this requires 
leadership and 


engagement from the 
early years with families, 
communities, governors 
and parents, overcoming 
barriers and 

disadvantage, through 
Welsh Government 

programmes like Elying 
Start and Eamilies Eirst. 

Our response to his 
inspiring presentation, 
was to consider the roles 
we all had to play in 
maximising the potential 
of children in the Vale, to 
meet needs and 
challenges. 

This was my 14th 
Spring Breakfast held at 
Cardiff and Vale College 
in the Hospitality Suite in 
Colcot Road, Barry, 
cooked and served by 
students, providing 

valuable work 

experience as part of the 
course at the college. 

I congratulated the 
students on their culinary 
and hospitality skills and 
told them that they had 


good job and career 
prospects to meet the 
growing tourism and 
hospitality sector in 
Wales. 

I invited Professor 
Egan to speak at the 2014 
Spring Breakfast, to 
guide and support us in 
our various roles and 
shared objectives, to seek 
to continuously improve 
education in the Vale 

from pre-school 

provision, through to 
college and work-based 
learning. 

In my opening 
remarks, I said that since 
2011, the Welsh 

Government has invested 
almost £3million in Vale 
schools and pupils, 

through the school 

effectiveness and pupil 
deprivation grants. 

These provide 

financial support for our 
national priorities for 
schools - improving 
standards in literacy, 
numeracy and reducing 
the impact of poverty on 
educational attainment. 

I also reported on the 
capital investment of 
almost £17million from 
the Welsh Government 
towards the Vale 
Council’s school 

building programme, 
creating educational 
environments that are fit 
for purpose and for for 
the 21st century. 

Coun Chris Elmore, 
cabinet member for 


ASSEMBLY 

NOTES 



by Jane Hutt 

AM (Minister 
for Finance) 


children and young 
people, spoke of his 
vision for schools in the 
Vale with an increased 
commitment to providing 
additional capital from 
the Council’s resources, 
year on year, to uplift the 
school building 

programme, to meet 
learning needs across the 
county. 

The importance of 
community was strongly 
supported at the Spring 
Breakfast discussion, and 
I was delighted to attend 
the Barry Jobs Eair in the 
Barry Memorial Hall 
later that morning, 
organised by Barry 
Communities Eirst, 
which was hugely 
successful in attracting 
people of all age groups 
who are seeking, 
training, work, advice 


and support. 

With employers 
engaging with the 800 -i- 
participants in the Jobs 
Eair, who poured through 
the doors when they 
opened at 10am , this was 
a very successful event 
for education and 
employment in the Vale. 

I was particularly 
pleased to talk to staff at 
the Careers Wales stand 
who were promoting job 
opportunities through the 
Welsh Government’s 
£12.5million European- 
funded Jobs Growth 
Wales programme with a 
range of job 
opportunities for 16-24 
year olds in Penarth, 
Barry and Cowbridge. 

They were also 
promoting new 

apprenticeship 
opportunities in 

Aberthaw, Barry and 
Cowbridge in a range of 
sectors - more 
information can be 
obtained from 0800 
0284844 or 029 
20906800. 

It is clear there is 
much to celebrate and 
promote in the provision 
of education in the Vale 
and we must rise to the 
challenge by providing 
the leadership and 
resources to back all 
those who teach, support 
and manage our schools, 
colleges and work-based 
learning in our county. 


Barry landscapes 
in new exhibition 

MARTYN KAYE, headmaster of Croesty 
Primary School, Bridgend, is also an artist whose 
colourful landscapes of the Heritage Coast and 
Barry are on display at the Travellers Cafe on 
platform 1 of Barry Station. 

The cafe is run by the charity Mind in the Vale, 
with the help of Vale Glamorgan Artists. 

The exhibition may be viewed on weekday 
mornings from Sam - noon until May 9. 


Tools With a Mission (Cymru) 


T ools with a Mission 
(TWAM) which enables 
people to earn a living 
and to support themselves, 
collects and refurbishes tools 
and equipment no longer 
required in the UK and sends 
them overseas. 

Last year, over 200 tonnes of aid 
(worth over £lm) was shipped from 
TWAM's distribution warehouse in 
Ipswich. TWAM Cymru collects and 
refurbishes equipment that is donated 
from across the south and west of 
Wales, sending some 30 tonnes of 
tools and equipment through Ipswich 
since the opening of our unit near 


Dingle Road railway station in 
Penarth in early 2010. 

We deal with old and unwanted 
tools, as well as sewing and knitting 
machines and haberdashery. We are 
open each Tuesday and Thursday 
morning, between 9.30am and 
12.30pm. 

We are also looking for volunteers 
to help with the sorting, cleaning, 
refurbishment and packaging of 
donations, especially haberdashery. 

For more information contact 
twamcymru@twam.co.uk or 07814 
573696. 

Andy Bowdler 

(Tools With A Mission regional 
manager for south and west Wales). 




01656 648936 

HEODORE 

z.* ■■ ■■ . 1 = 


Bridgend 
Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) 
CF31 3AQ 


Reclamation & Building Salvage 



www.theodorereclamation.co.uk 

Weekdays 8.30am-4.15pm. Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays 8.30am -12 noon 

Closed Easter Sunday 



THE INNOVATORS OF COMFORT^ 



PLUS FREE CREDIT* available for a limited time only 

Leekes Llantrisant Cowbridge Road, RCT CF72 8XU I Tel: 0845 050 8240 I Web: leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 

You're home 


*0% APR Representative. Finance is subject to status, conditions apply. Offer ends 16* April 2014. *Discount applies to doored kitchen cabinets only, excludes decorative items such as plinths, pelmets and panels, ex-display and clearance lines. Discounts vary according to range. 
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Ty Hafan family cuts the turf for new playground 


A FAMILY supported by 
Ty Hafan marked the 
start of work on the 
charity’s new desert- 
island-themed 
playground on Friday, 
March 14. 

Jacob Ferriday (17) and his 
mum Sally from Barry, cut the 
turf at the hospice overlooking 
the Bristol Channel in Sully. 

The entire space will be 
accessible for wheelchair users 
and every piece of equipment 
has been selected with 


integration in mind. The state- 
of-the-art facility will include a 
race track, wheelchair 
trampoline, wheelchair see-saw 
and bespoke lighthouse. 

Sally said: “The plans look 
amazing and Fm sure the 
children will get so much 
pleasure from the new facility. 
We can't wait to see it 
completed!” 

Ty Hafan’s chief executive 
Ray Hurcombe commented: 
“We are delighted to be starting 
work on this fantastic new 
playground and it was 
wonderful to see Jacob and 


Sally mark the occasion at our 
turf cutting ceremony. 

“We are passionate about 
providing our families with 
unique and enriching 
experiences and this is a 
fantastic example of Ty Hafan 
leading the way in children’s 
palliative care. 

“We could not complete 
projects like these without the 
generosity of our supporters and 
I’d like to thank our corporate 
sponsors and of course, the 
public, for their kind support.” 

Real Radio presenter Jason 
Harrold attended the ceremony. 


along with Johanne Stacey- 
Davies from Dow Corning. Real 
Radio’s ‘bring a £1 to work 
appeal’ contributed £38,000 and 
Dow Coming donated £22,000 
towards the new playground. 

J L Harrison Enterprise Fund, 
Making a Difference Locally 
Ltd, The Waterloo Loundation, 
The Lreemasons Grand Charity, 
Barclays Wealth, Mumbles 
Community Council, Co¬ 
operative Employee Benefits 
and Ortho-clinical Diagnostics 
also made significant donations 
towards the project. 


fr 


t 




Our GEM Facebook winner for March 20 is: 

Janet Morgan 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM.The answer was: 

WALES! 

Our lucky winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 

Our lucky winner has chosen to spend their 
prize with... 

The Three Horseshoes 

The competition runs every week throughout 
2014 with a potential prize fund of £ 1, 150. 

REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 

facebook.com/glamorgangem 




‘Cautious ’welcome’ 
for passenger rise 
at Cardiff Airport 


NEWS that Cardiff Airport 
has seen a 10 per cent rise in 
passenger numbers has been 
“cautiously welcomed” by 
Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, Andrew RT 
Davies AM. 

However, “providing value for 
money would be paramount in making 
Cardiff Airport sustainable,” he added. 

The regional AM for South Wales 
Central, who has been an outspoken 
critic of the purchase of the airport by 
the Assembly Government, said: 
“Recent progress is certainly cause for 
optimism but these are early days. 

“Passenger numbers are just part of 
the picture and to put this into 
perspective, based on Welsh 
Government spend to date, each new 
passenger equates to around £750 per 
head. 

“What the airport really needs, 
beyond additional routes and 


passenger numbers, are competitive 
prices. When you hear from 
holidaymakers first-hand that it can be 
as much as £1,000 cheaper for a family 
of four to fly from Gatwick instead of 
Cardiff, it really puts the challenge into 
perspective.” 

Mr Davies also suggested that 
freight performance would be a vital 
indicator of recent performance, and 
hoped positive developments would 
enable Welsh taxpayers to receive a 
return on their investment. 

“Lreight is equally important as a 
gauge of an airport’s success and it will 
be interesting to see what progress, if 
any, the Welsh Government has made 
in boosting volumes in the year it has 
run the airport. 

“Ultimately, I hope that each new 
positive development will bring us 
closer to seeing some of this huge 
outlay returned to taxpayers’ pockets, 
with the airport returning to private 
ownership,” he added. 



ABOVE: 

Real Radioes 
Jason Harroldy 
Sally Woodham- 
Allen with her son 
Jacob Ferridayy 
Simon Peters from 
Real Radio, 
Johanne 
Stacey-Davies 
from Dow Corning 
and Ty Hafan CEO 
Ray Hurcombe. 


^j^HDvcn clcaninj^ 

Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 






HEOL DON NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL CENTRE 


INDIVIDUAL CARE 
IN A STUNNING 


Our marketing suite is now open. 

WeVe invested £8.5nn in creating a 
superb new state-of-the-art care 
home in Whitchurch and we’d love 
you to see it. 

Our helpful team will be on hand to 
show you the home and talk to you 
about your individual needs and 
preferences. You can choose your own 
room, and when you’re ready to make 
your booking, we’ll help you through 
the process, giving you all of the 
advice that you need. 


Heol Don is open to everyone, you 
don’t need Bupa health insurance to 
stay with us, so why not call us today. 

To find out more or to 
book your appointment: 

@caii 0292 000 4904 

@ Visit bupa.co.uk/heol-don 


Heol Don Nursing and Residential 
Centre, Heol Don, Whitchurch, 
Cardiff, CF14 2XG 
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STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t r<*ptace tin? Fram<?s,,. just tJn? 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Ruilcy Hingu. Handks or LocksP 
W^t the latest energy saving glass? 

S year guarantM on new double giazif^. 

C 2 


^.wc nf^akc saving money perfectly clear... 


Call Freef>hone 0800 61 21118 
www.cloildy2clear.com 


^2 L ^ ^ A ^ C /\ M C 

I I j Brynmenyn Industrial Estate 

^ CforcLm Sl CkrUtHiM Oudet 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLETTER i 


Tel: 01656 723399 

Open 7 DAYS A WEEK 
I0am-5pm 


Suspended sentence 
for ^sophisticated^ 
cannabis growers 


suspended for 18 
months. Tomlinson 
was ordered to carry 
out 200 hours unpaid 
work, and Young was 
ordered to carry out 
250 hours unpaid 
work. Each was also 
made subject to a 
supervision order. 

Judge Rhys 
Rowlands said: 
“Fortunately, this 
operation was nipped 
in the bud”. He said 
the fact that they 
pleaded guilty was 
important. It was, he 
said, a reasonably 
sophisticated 
operation based in a 
garage. 

Some of the drugs, 
he said, would have 
been supplied to 
others. The offence, 
he said, was not at the 
top end of this 
bracket. 

Mr Webster said 
that on September 27, 
the police searched the 
premises and found 14 
plants, fans and a 
basic watering system. 

The defendants 
were not present and 
later surrendered to 
the police. 

Young admitted the 
offence and said he 
was the owner of the 
flat in which 
Tomlinson also rented 
a room. 

The plants were 
about two weeks old, 
with a yield of about 
£8.400. 

Tomlinson was said 
to have a conviction 
for driving with excess 
alcohol and to have 
been cautioned for 
possessing drugs. 

Young had 

convictions for violent 
disorder, causing 
damage, making 
threats and possessing 
Class A drugs. 

The roles of the two, 
the court heard, were 
equal. 


\ANKI 1 CANDLt 


NEW FRAGRANCES 




e 




NEW CROCKERY SETS 
DESIGNS INSTORE 
from £9.99 


Mower Man 2000 

Sales • Service • Spares 


Ride on 


Any purchase of a new 
Honda mower will be entered 
into our -[|nviotJ 5 hamper draw, 
end of season. 

Richard Couzens Machinery Ltd. 
Unit lOaVale Business Park, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF 

www.mowerman2000.co.uk 


£2,995 


MALI* 


Model HRG 415 PD 


Life and times 

of a liberated 

woman... (part 2) 
by NANCY DAVIDGE 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

Your local correspondent is 

NANCY DAVIDGE 

“Tynewydd”, Llangan. 
(01656) 860303 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 


IN 1931, my family moved 
from the hustle and bustle of 
London to the tranquil village 
of Staunton in the Forest of 
Dean, near Monmouth. 

It was indeed Utopia for my brother 
and myself. We could roam the forest, 
carving our names on the trees, watch 
the deer and other wildlife species. 

We attended school in Coleford and 
one day my teacher told my class to 
write an essay on Horatio Nelson. On 
reading my work, my teacher accused 
me of cheating. I was made to stay 
behind to show where I had 
supposedly cheated. 

I had not been dishonest, I was 
eventually allowed to go home with 
the threat I would be dealt with the 
following day. 

I was walking the long, lonely road 
home when a van stopped and the 
driver asked me to get in, saying he 


would take me home. 

I had been warned by my parents 
never to accept rides by a stranger. I 
began running back towards Coleford, 
looking behind to see the van turning 
with the intention I am pretty sure of 
abducting me. 

I kept running. I saw the Monmouth 
bus approaching and fortunately the 
conductor was my friend’s brother, 
who made sure I was safely in my own 
home, within an hour. 

A constable from Monmouth came 
to my home asking for details of the 
van and driver. Who knows what may 
have happened if the bus had not 
arrived? 

My parents insisted on an apology 
from the teacher, who was also 
suspended for some time. The fact was 
I did not cheat. 

NEXT: The looming war 

years ...and my first love. 


Llangan school 
ON Tuesday (March 
25) children from 
years 3-6 took part 
in a hockey 
tournament at 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School. 

The children were 
hoping to meet former 
pupils from Llangan 
school. 

Today, March 27 years 
3 and 4 were invited to 
the Tesco Tythngwysa 
dairy farm to learn all 
about where food comes 


from! 

Standstill 

WORK at the former 
garden centre at Fferm 
Goch has come to a 
standstill, although all 
the former buildings 
have been demolished, 
also the glass 
structures. 

All that remains is an 
enormous mound of 
sawdust, a notice on the 
perimeter fence seems to 
denote there is a possible 
change to the original 
plans. 


A sophisticated 
cannabis-growing 
operation in a flat 
in Pencoed was 
“nipped in the 
bud” when police 
officers carried out 
a search, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

They discovered 14 
plants with a potential 
yield worth £8,400, 


REPORT by 
AJ SICLUNA 

said prosecutor David 
Webster. 

Ian Tomlinson (29) 
and Leon Young (27) 
of Caeau Duon, 
Pencoed,each 
admitted producing 
cannabis. 

Each was sentenced 
to eight months 
imprisonment, 
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& COOKWARE GENfRE 

Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 

SATynewydd Road, King Square, Barry also our shop warehouse at 252 Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS. 

(Situated between the multistorey car park and the Bassett). Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a comprehensive display of appliances. 

Fa(. . 


Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock! 


• Freestanding 
& Built In 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Dishwashers 

• Washing Machines 

• Fridge Freezers 

• Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more.. 


NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £159.99 




INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


We priCG nriGtCh with the 
internet and superstores wherever 
possible! Please call for a quote... 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


NEW LARDER FRIDGE 

' < • SOcin wide • Auto Defrost 

OUR PRICE 

£98.99 

UK’s cheapest under 
counter fridge? 

• Well known superstore 

V , price £109.99 

Brand New 
WASHING MACHINE 

OUR PRICE 

£149.90 

UK’s cheapest washing 
machine? 

• Well-known superstore 
price £169.99 • our normal 

_ instore price £159.99 



BOSCH 


II Hotpo.it 


STOVES 


Selection of RANGE 
COOKERS in stock 


B€KO •irsmeg 

QinoesiT 
plus many other top name brands... 


Up to 5 years Manufacturers Warranty 


REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 



from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 


Special offer 
extended 


\ 




All in stock SINKS &TAPS 
now on offer 
BELOW I 

INTERNET ” 

PRICES. , r: 

Approx 'i.- 
100 taps 
and 300 sinks. 

Only while 
stocks last. 

FRIDGE 
FREEZERS 

from only 

£ 179.99 


Experienced sales staff 

to advise you! 


Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available. Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 
Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


*UK’s lowest prices found through internet searches. 
All prices correct at time of searches. 


01446 730884 


Appliances used for illustration purposes only 

Prices quoted for ex-display items, unless otherwise stated 
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Somerset farmers’ 
benefit evening 

‘just like Christmas!’ 



Glamorgan NFU chair AM Reader (left) with 
Glamorgan YFC chair, Beth John. 


GLAMORGAN 
YFC and 

Glamorgan NFU 
recently joined 
forces with NFU 
Mutual to raise 
money for Somerset 
farmers affected by 
recent floods. 

The event was held at 
Barry Memorial Hall. 
Due to demand, extra 
space was sought, 
increasing the capacity to 
400. Ticket sales made a 
significant start to the 
fundraising by making 
£7,000. 

The evening was 
hosted by Glamorgan 
NFU chairperson, Abi 
Reader and Glamorgan 
YFC chairperson, Beth 
John and saw the seven 
young farmers’ clubs 
entertain the guests in a 
variety of acts. 

Opening the evening 
was Wick YFC who 
performed their recent 
entertainment ‘Glam 
Air’, followed by 
singing, dancing, 

comedy sketches and a 
performance by the 
Glamorgan YFC Choir, 
who are representing 
Wales in the national 


final in May. 

The finale was 
provided by current 
Glamorgan champions, 
Maendy YFC, 

performing ‘Return to 
Paradise’. 

This was a final dress 
rehearsal for the Maendy 
cast before they went to 
Llandudno to compete in 
the Wales finals. 

Raffle tickets were 
available, and Philip 
Thomas (Herbert R 
Thomas) received bids 
from very generous 
guests. 

Auction prizes were 
gratefully received from 
local and national 
businesses including 
BOCM, Countrywide, 


TH White, David Evans 
Agricultural Ltd, Watson 
Fuel, two local 
contractors, and vets. 

Thirty auction prizes 
were offered in total, 
including items such as 
10 acres of grass silage 
foraging, 20 acres maize 
drilling, 500 litres red 
diesel, 500 litres heating 
oil, two lawn mowers, 
fencing course, digger 
hire and skid steer h ir e. 

The auction made 
£8,000, which has been 
estimated at 1.5 per cent 
more than its retail value. 

The raffle was equally 
as successful, with 
calving survival packs, 
boiler suits, food 
hampers, a professional 


The GEM has joined forces with the Dogs Trust to find 
caring homes for dogs at the Bridgend rehoming centre. 

Footie-mad Ole’s goal 
is a brand new owner! 


DOGS Trust 
Bridgend is 
appealing to dog 
loving football fans 
to help a very 
special four-legged 
footie fan win bis 
perfect match. 

Staff have named the 
playful pooch after 
footballing legend 
Cardiff City manager 
and former Manchester 
United striker Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer, who 
donated a recent TV 
appearance fee, along 
with club owner. Tan Sri 
Vincent Tan, to Dogs 
Trust. 

The donations are 
helping the re-homing 
centre to care for ‘Ole’ 
and his friends as they 
wait for new owners to 
come along. 

The three-year old 
crossbreed ended up at 
the Re-homing Centre 
in Bridgend through no 
fault of his own, when 
his owner was no longer 
able to care for him. 

The footie-loving 
pooch is desperate to 
find a new best friend to 
play endless games of 
chase. He is a fetch 
fanatic who cannot 
resist bounding after a 
ball. 

Like any footballer, 
he would also benefit 
from a little extra 
training, so needs a 
patient adult owner to 
help him settle in and 
become part of the 
family. 

Linda Feagan, Dogs 



- A- - 


Trust Bridgend 
Supporter Relations 
Officer explains: “We 
are delighted with the 
generous donation from 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. 
We rely entirely on 
donations, which enable 
us to carry out our work 
and help as many dogs 
as possible. It will 
really help us care for 
our four-legged Ole and 
keep him in footballs 
while he waits to find a 
loving family. 

“Ole is such a fun, 
mischievous dog who 
loves to show off with a 
football. He is bright as 
a button and a real 
bundle of energy, so 
will need an active 
owner to keep him 
entertained. 

This bouncy lad 
needs a home with a 
secure garden to bound 
around in and would, of 
course, love a football 
to play with. 


N 

Playful Ole 
demonstrates 
his football 
skills... 


“He is a sweet 
natured boy who would 
be happy to curl up on 
the sofa and watch 
Cardiff City after a long 
day’s play. We are 
really hoping that our 
Ole won’t be left on the 
bench much longer - he 
is such a fantastic dog 
who deserves to find a 
loving home for life.” 

Anyone interested in 
re-homing Ole can visit 
www.dogstrust.org .uk. 

Dogs Trust Bridgend 
has dogs of all shapes 
and sizes looking for 
homes, and staff will 
consider a wide range of 
homes and 
circumstances, 
providing that they fit 
the requirements of the 
dog and provide it with 
a loving, lasting home. 

LINDA FEAGAN 
(Supporter Relations 
Officer, Dogs Trust 
Bridgend) 



cake, pub lunches and 
gift vouchers. Numerous 
local businesses and 
private individuals got 
involved - not just those 
in agriculture but the 
wider rural community 
too. 

Glamorgan NFU chair 
Abi Reader said: “It was 
like Christmas when the 
items started coming 
through the door.” 

The proceeds of the 
raffle provided an extra 
£2,000 for the 
fundraising pot. 

Sponsorship for the 
theatre hire was provided 
by Bridgend NFU 
Ladies, as well has 
private donations from 
organisations such as The 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Show, Glamorgan 

Farmers Club, 

Glamorgan NMR Herd 
Competition, Glamorgan 
Iron Horse Vintage 
Society, while 

Glamorgan NFU 

contributed £4,000 to 
partly cover food costs 
and as a donation to the 
cause. 

The night was a great 
success and an excellent 
opportunity for farmers, 
young farmers and the 
wider community to get 
together. It also proved 
that good can be done 
when organisations work 
together. The generosity 
people showed on the 
evening was incredible 
and a fine demonstration 
of farmers and their 
supporting industries 
standing together. 

The grand total raised 
was a whopping £20,000, 
which will be donated to 
a special fund set up 
under the umbrella of the 
Addington Trust for a 
recovery fund for 
farmers. 

HANNAH LEWIS 

NUT 

strike 

hits 

schools 

THERE was confusion 
for parents in the Vale 
and Bridgend County 
borough yesterday 
(Wednesday) after the 
National Union of 
Teachers voted for a 
national strike in 
response to proposed 
changes by the 
Government to the 
teachers' pensions 
scheme, pay and 
conditions of service. 

The effect was mixed, 
with both councils 
posting information in 
the morning about the 
situation. 

More schools were 
affected in the Vale, 
where 11 schools were 
closed, and 28 described 
as partially open. 

In Bridgend county 
borough, the early 
morning information 
was that four schools 
were closed, and six 
partially open. 


Council measures are 
geared to protecting 
Vale’s major services 


S INCE my last 
column, the 
council has 
moved forward 
with various 
projects. As well as 
setting the budget - 
we have protected 
the major services 
and not made 
savage cuts, unlike 
other councils. 

I should emphasise 
that we have been able 
to do this because of this 
administration’s long¬ 
term budget strategy. 

We have maintained 
funding for social 
services and we continue 
to work very closely 
with the health sector. 

It was, therefore, my 
pleasure to open the new 
Vale Community 
Resource Service at 
Barry Hospital on March 
20 , along with the 
Deputy Minister for 
Social Services, Gwenda 
Thomas AM. 

This is an example of 
collaborative working 
between the Vale 
Council and Cardiff & 
Vale UHB, and has 
enabled the team to be 
fully co-located in this 
superb facility. 

This community- 
based integrated health 
and social care 
rehabilitation/reablement 
service is operated by 
both UHB and Vale 
Council staff. 

They provide wide 
and diverse professional 
services and create a 
single point of access 
and contact for health, 
social care and the third 
sector services, allowing 
a co-ordinated response 
to individual users, 
speeding up these 
services, which helps 
achieve Welsh 
Government priorities. 

LDP confusion 

IN relation to the 
current stage of the 
Local Development 
Plan (LDP) process, 
there seems to be some 
confusion. 

The council agreed its 
Draft LDR It then had 
to follow the legislative 
process by consulting on 
that Draft Plan and 
receive any ‘Alternative 
Sites’ put forward, as an 
alternative to those in 
the Draft Plan. 

All consultation 
comments and 
‘Alternative Site’ 
suggestions have been 
received, logged and 
those comments/sites are 
on our website for 
inspection. 

To complicate 
matters, we now, legally, 
have to ask for further 
consultation on the 
‘Alternative Sites’ 
proposed. 

I have to stress that 
these newly-suggested 
‘Alternative Sites’ have 
not been agreed by the 
council. 

I know that this has 
confused people, but we 
have no option but to 
ask for comments on 
those alternatives. 

Once this second 
consultation is complete. 


VIEW FROM 

. THE VALE 

1 

by Coun 


NEIL 


MOORE 


Leader of the 

^ * V 

Vale of 


Glamorgan 

1 .Jv ^ 

Council 


the council can consider 
any ‘Focus Changes’ (if 
any) it needs to agree, 
always provided those 
changes do not deviate 
from the original 
strategy. 

I understand that the 
process is complex, but 
we have to abide by the 
legislation in going 
forward. 

If anyone has any 
problems, or wants to 
raise any issues, please 
contact the council, as 
indicated on our website, 
at 

valeofglamorgan .gov.uk/l 
dp. 

Island 

progress 

WE are continuing with 
the regeneration work at 
Barry Island which is 
progressing well. 

Work is also under way 
to refurbish the Western 


building and will be 
advantageous to both 
traders and visitors alike. 

It is also envisaged 
that the bottom floor 
could be leased to an 
organisation with a 
viable business plan at a 
reasonable rental, as can 
the resort manager’s 
building on the seafront, 
which is soon to be 


as soon as possible. 

Let’s hope for a hot 
summer when we can all 
enjoy what I consider to 
be one of the best 
coastlines in Wales - and 
on our doorstep. 

I suspect that many 
have noticed that work 
has begun on the road 
improvements from 
Gileston Cross to the 
01dMill,StAthan. 

This is long overdue 
and will make the road 
much safer for all users. 
Continuing with that 
theme, we have had 
further discussions with 
Welsh Government 
about it funding road 
improvements to Five 
Mile Lane. 

I look forward to 
those discussions 
continuing in order to 
achieve this much- 
needed work and give 
better access to the 


Shelter toilets in time for the beach. 


vacated, as a result of Enterprise 

this alternative use of the .t 

TIC. 

Access work 

IN another recently 
completed seaside 
initiative, the new 
Llantwit Major 
slipway, which gives 
better access to the 
beach, was recently 
completed and 
according to early 
reports, the good 
weather has brought 
many people out to 


Easter and the new 
tourist season. 

In relation to further 
changes on the Island, it 
is also proposed that our 
tourism, events and 
Barry Island resort 
manager and their teams 
will be relocating to the 
upper floors of the old 
tourist information 
centre (TIC). 

This will put our 
dedicated officers at the 
heart of this tourist 
resort, with the ability to 
also manage the other 
tourist areas throughout 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
from that base. 

I think this is a very 
good use of a council 


In relation to the 
access ramps to 
Whitmore Bay on Barry 
Island, work is on-going 
and they will be repaired 


Zone and Barry from the 
A48. 

Youth 

service 

FINALLY, I would like 
to refer to the youth 
service and the 
potential changes to the 
way their service is 
delivered, as recently 
reported to cabinet and 
highlighted in the 
press. 

Contrary to certain 
rumours, this will 
include a ‘hub ’ in 
Cowbridge, as well as 
the other major towns, 
and complemented by 
street-based activities in 
other areas. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 
Kittens, young 
and older cats - 

All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

Charity No. 1020630 
All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now pu can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Local Weekly 
Newspapers 


With You € 
All The Way 




D localweeklies ^ @localweeklies 

www.localweeklynewspapers.co.uk 
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FINAL REDUCTIONS! FINAL 4 DAYS! 


EjyimNii 

iMUGEREDJJ^SjQBtS 



lOOs, 

OF SALE ITEMS 

STILL REMAIN & 

MUST BE 


stocks last 


Due to the reorganisation of stock in our showrooms and warehouses 
we are forced to clear large quantities of suites and sofas, beds and 
bedroom, dining furniture, occasional furniture, accessories and much 
much more. 

There has never been a better time to grab your self a bargain 

DOORS OPEN TODAY 9AM SHARP 


FINAL 

4 DAYS 

SALE ENDS SUNDAY 









^ NEW 

M * LATE NIGHT 
m MONDAYS 

H Open 8pm 

homestores 


.ca.uk g 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


L 


takeupto^^P 

months 

FREE credit 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am -4.30pm 


Question Time taster for 
Vale village competition 



THE gardening 
question time 
recently held at 
Dyffryn Gardens 
was hailed as a 
great success by the 
chairman of the 
Best Kept Village 
competition, Irena 
Wasilewska. 

She said: “We were 
delighted to welcome 
nearly 60 people to a 
very pleasant afternoon 
in which members of the 
audience asked their 
gardening questions and 
exchanged views with a 
panel of very well 
informed gardening 
experts. 

“My thanks go to the 
panellists, Clare Revera 
from Out to Learn 
Willow; 

www.outtoleamwillow.c 
o.uk; Alex Luker, Head 
Gardener at Dyffryn 
Gardens; Ennid Hart, 
former Pencoed College 


lecturer, and Claire 
Jenkins from Bordervale 
Plants 

WWW .bordervale .co .uk 
who gave up their time 
and helped make this an 
interesting and enjoyable 
afternoon.” 

The 2014 Best Kept 
Village Competition will 
be getting under way in 
the next few weeks. 
There is a ‘special 
feature’ category 
whereby a village 
feature, such as a pond, 
village green, or area of 
waste land, could be 
transformed into a 
feature for all residents 
to enjoy. 

The judges are keen 
to point out that the 
competition is not about 
pretty villages with 
quaint features. Rather it 
is an excellent 
opportunity to bring the 
community together 
while at the same time 
improving the 


appearance of an area 
and bringing pleasure 
and a sense of 
achievement to all those 
involved with its 
improvement. 

Judging will take 
place between June 23 
and July 11, and the 
winners will be 


announced at a special 
awards evening on July 
17. 

All Vale villages are 
invited to compete. 

For further 
information, contact 
Carole Alexander at: 
carole.alexanderl @hot 
mail.co.uk 


WILDLIFE AWARDS 

VALE of Glamorgan Biodiversity Partnership 
^Awards for Wildlife’ competition is again open for 
entries. 

Practical projects that help native wildlife, while 
engaging children, undertaken by schools, colleges, 
education centres and children’s groups are eligible. 

Closing date for entries is Wednesday, April 30 
and the winner will receive a trophy during the 
Grand Parade at the Vale of Glamorgan show on 
Wednesday, August 13; certificate and £250 prize 
money, kindly donated by RWE Npower Aberthaw. 
There are also prizes of £100 and £50 for second 
and third places. 

For further information and an application pack, 
contact Andrea Rowe at the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Dock Office, Barry Docks, Barry CF63 
4RT, phone 01446 704631 or email 

acrowe @ valeofglamorgan .gov.uk. 



solicitoi 


ADVERTISEMENT 
FEATURE 


M any 

tenants are 
unaware 
that they have a 
right to make a 
claim against their 
landlords for not 
registering their 
bonds/deposits. 

From April 6, 2007, if 
a tenant provided their 
landlord with a deposit 
for a property it required 
registration. The time 
scale varies depending 
on when the tenant 
entered the tenancy; 
however they should 
have been provided with 
a registration certificate. 

If the landlord failed 
to register the deposit 
the tenant can claim up 
to three times the rent. 

Catherine from 
Newbold Solicitors has 
had a 100 per cent 
success rate in bringing 
claims against landlords 
on behalf of tenants. 

Catherine says: 

“When I first became a 
housing solicitor I was 
always in Court 
representing tenants who 
could not get their bonds 
returned to them from 
their landlords at the end 
of their tenancies. 

“It was only the 
bravest tenant who went 


through the court 
process to recover the 
money that was due to 
them. 

“The Courts were 
inundated with claims, 
so in 2007, the Housing 
Act introduced a bill 
whereby landlords had 
to register the bonds in 
an appropriate within 14 
days of receiving it, 
which has now been 
increased to 30 days. 

“Once the bond was 
registered if there was a 
dispute, the scheme 
would instruct their 
arbitrator to decide who 
should have the bond, 
and whether any 
deductions could be 
made. 

“However, some 
landlords still try and 
keep the bond and this is 
the reason why the 
tenants are eligible for 
damages/compensation.” 

Some landlords are 
still unaware of the need 
to register the bond and 
they may have the 
property rented through 
an agent. 

If the agent has not 
registered the bond, then 
the landlord may have a 
claim against the agent 
for his/her loss. 

Further, without the 
registering of the bond 
and the serving of a 


Do not delay in 
making claims! 


prescribed notice, it can 
be more difficult to 
regain possession of the 
property. 

If you are a tenant, 
Newbolds may be able 
to help you on a ‘no win 
no fee’ basis; and we 
may also be able to help 


landlords who have not 
had their bonds 
registered by their agent. 

Please telephone our 
housing team on 01446 
700693, who can assess 
your claim for free. 


^ncujbcSici 


solicitorsi 

A6 7D0695 

Landlord & Tenant 
Wills & Probate 
Conveyancing 
Family Law 
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Bedroom F 


It’s that time of year again. Spring ciearout time! 

At Town & Country Bedrooms we have a huge choice of Clearance 
Bedroom Furniture available from stock. 

Freestanding wardrobes, sliding door wardrobes, chests of drawers 
and lots more. It’s all got to go! 

Everything in this ad is available for prompt delivery or collection. 

Apart from the usual quality you expect from us, with all these items 

you will not buy cheaper! Remember, it’s first 
come first served. No exceptions! 




^^Buy this 
T'Wardrobe... 

...get these 
Chests k 
FREE! W 


All these chests 50% off! 

From £89 only 

High quality factory assembled 
units. Take away today! 


SALE!!! 




SX9S. 




G 



REAL BARGAIN 


This Miami 
225cm sliding 
door robe. 
Now only 
£599. 

FREE 
DELIVERY 
& ASSEMBLY! 



Town Qx Country D©<iroorw 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 

^ Tel: 01656 657526 


SUUtNG DOOMS WALCG COM, 





Unit 1 North Point. 
Western Avenue. 

Bridgend industriel Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 
Tel: 01656 657526 
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^Hidden gem’ hotel takes another step 
forward with a £350,000 investment 
to give clients what they really need 



o 
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Appevingit: ^ 

Coed-Y-Mwstwr Hotel 
Coychurch 

Bridgend CF35 6AF 

^Wiky22Hay20U 

Dm opn $liow $m it /.Mpm 

149.50 per pmn 

BB 

01656 86H21l«p»«’^i 
events§coed-y-inwstwr.cotn 



T he Coed-y- 
Mwstwr 
Hotel in 
Coychurch, 
Bridgend, has been 
acknowledged as a 
high-quality four- 
star venue in the 
area for some time 
now, but a new 
£350,000 


investment is 
aiming to take it on 
to the next level. 

It is all part of a 
constant improvement 
programme that is 
designed to place the 
historic hotel right at 
the forefront of south 
Wales’ hotels. 

What’s more, the 
investment will create 
new jobs in the area, 
and it sends a strong 
message that the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr is a 
hotel that is going 
places. 

Ironically, the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr’s 
secluded location, 
which is such an 
important feature of 
the hotel, means that 
local people tend to be 
unaware of the 
changes that have 
already taken place 
over the last 14 years. 


Guests who have 
stayed there are full of 
praise for the hotel, 
and they certainly 
appreciate all the new 
facilities, and also 
enjoy the surrounding 
17 acres of woodland 
and countryside. 

It is even better for 
golfers, as they are 
right next door to a 
golf course! 

However, for many 
local people it may be 
a while since they 
visited, - and they 
simply don’t know 
what they are missing. 

Now, this new 
£350,000 investment 
offers the chance to 
see just what has been 
happening at the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr. 

So how is the money 
being spent? Well, the 
Town & Country Hotels 
Group has marked 14 
successful years in 
charge by developing 
the Hendre Function 
Suite. 

The group also owns 
The Bear Hotel and 
Oscars in Cowbridge, 
the New House Country 
Hotel in Cardiff, as well 
as its outside catering 
operation. Town & 
Country Catering. 

The Hendre Function 



Room has been 
extended in response to 
demand, while the 
access and facilities 
have been vastly 
improved, in keeping 
with the newly- 
refurbished 
accommodation 
throughout the hotel. 

The Managing 
Director of the Town & 
Country Hotels Group, 
Julian Hitchcock, 
originally bought the 
Coed y Mwstwr Hotel 
as a three-star country 
house hotel from Virgin 
Hotels in 1999. 

The hotel had been 
through a number of 


owners in the 80s and 
90s, but Mr Hitchcock 
could see real potential. 

It has since gone on 
to achieve the 
prestigious four-star 
rating, as well as 
gaining two rosettes for 
the award-winning 
restaurant. 

Julian said: “We were 
frequently asked by our 
current and potential 
customers for a meeting 
area to accommodate a 
large stage set, with 
improved disabled 
access - and I am 
pleased to say we have 
been able to achieve 
this. 


“We’ve also ensured 
that the design, while 
modern, is in keeping 
with the hotel and its 
character - our new 
internal ceiling now 
boasts some amazing 
beams. 

“The response from 
our many guests, both 
for business and 
weddings has been very 
positive. We’ve also 
created a number of 
new jobs over the years, 
including the most 
recent appointments to 
tie in with the 
expansion.” 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 17) 



For the very best in Vintage 
homeware and gifts. 

0 Open 7 days a week. 

^ Cafe in store too. 

Church Street, Cowbridge, CF71 7BB 
ww w,happydaysvintageshomestore ,co ,uk 
Also at Happy Days @ The Barn, 

Ogmore by Sea, CF 32 OQP for gifts and interiors 


Catering for South Wales 
businesses for more than 100 years 


Units 8-12 Spetter Ind. Est., Nantyffylion, 
Maesteg, CF34 OTY. 01656 733186. 

www.talgarthbakery.co.uk 


Suppliers to Coed Y Mwstwr Hotel 


Radford 

•^TRAINING 

THE REGION'S LEADING 
PERSONAL LICENCE PROVIDER 
Very competitive prices 

for further details, please call 

07775 557183 

0 

LEEWAY 

We are pleased to supply 

The Coed Y Mwstwr Hotel and 
wish them continued success 

550-555 Llantrisant Road, Pencoedcae, 
Pontypridd CF37 1 PL. Tel: 01443 400680 
www.leewayflooring.co.uk 

E-Mail: sales@leewayflooring.co.uk 

www.radfordtraining.com 
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COED-Y- 

MWSTWR 

HOTEL - Bridgend 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16) 

Julian a(J(Je(J: “Investment back into the business 
has always been important to me and it is what has 
helped maintain our four stars and the standard that 
represents. 

“The latest development will give the hotel the 
additional capacity it needs as we look to host 
larger scale events in Bridgend county. 

“We’re also planning to further develop our 
outside space to encourage more team building and 
corporate events.” 

Since Town & Country bought the hotel 14 
years ago, there have been plenty of other extras 
added, including a gymnasium and a sauna - while 
there have been extensive interior refurbishments 
as well. 

The 35 individually decorated en-suite 
bedrooms ensure all modern comforts and facilities 
are provided. 

Weddings have become more and more popular, 
and this can only increase now that the larger 
function room is added to the overall offer. 

Afternoon champagne teas have also been a 
recent addition, and a number of people have used 
this as a chance to take a good look at this elegant 
country house, built in 1888, that is now a haven 
for visitors and guests. 

Few settings are more aptly named, for Coed-y- 
Mwstwr translates as ‘Whispering Trees’ - and the 
continued investment in this ‘hidden gem’will 
build on this sense of tranquillity — and create a 
venue that aims to meet the expectations of their 
guests from far and wide. 



Symposium, the obvHHis 
choice for your print partner 

Units 27G & H, 
Vale Business Park, Llandow, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771393 

email: info@symposiumprint.co.uk 
www.symposiumprint.co.uk 

Proud to supply 
The Coed Y Mwstwr Hotel 
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Ffion (12) and 
friends wear 
purple in 
Epilepsy Week 




ABOVE : Ffion^s friends go purple for Epilepsy Week. 


TWELVE-year-old 
Ffion Williams from 
Treoes, who suffers 
from epilepsy, 
arranged for her 
friends to dress in 
purple as part of 
Epilepsy Week, and 
invited Vale MP Alun 
Cairns to join them. 

Ffion said she was 
diagnosed with temporal 
lobe epilepsy last 
autumn and that the 
seizures have a serious 
impact: “Although my 
intelligence level is the 
same, my speech sounds 
like a six-year-old, 
although I am actually 
12 . 

“It can be quite 


emotional and comical at 
the same time. 
Sometimes I do a funny 
dance and occasionally 
swear! I don’t 
remember the seizures 
happening, but they 
occur every evening. I 
don’t remember any 
evening since last 
November. 

“I want Mr Cairns to 
help raise the matter in 
Parliament and with the 
National Assembly, 
because many people are 
misdiagnosed. ” 

The MP commented: 
“Ffion is remarkable. I 
am hugely impressed 
with her maturity and 
attitude. Along with her 
parents, she is 


determined to help 
ensure that people are 
properly diagnosed. 
There is evidence that 
suggests the symptoms 
can be misunderstood. 

“I have tabled 
questions in Parliament 
to establish what 
networks exist between 
specialist doctors and 
want to work with 
Epilepsy UK to ensure 
GPs receive the 
information they need. 

“There are tens of 
different types of 
epilepsy, often with 
different symptoms. I 
want to ensure that our 
local doctors are part of 
the UK network of 
specialists,” he vowed. 


BHBi donates £1,000 


to Macmillan charity 



BHBi’s director of strategic operations Paul Haley is 
pictured left, with Rebecca Parke of Macmillan, and 
BHBFs managing director Mark Barnes on the right. 


BHBi has donated 
£1,000 to Macmillan 
Cancer Support for 
the second 

consecutive year. 

Director of strategic 
operations, Paul Haley 
said: “As the UK’s 
largest private sector 
provider of professional 
Internal Audit training, 
we strongly believe in 
social responsibility and 
are delighted to have 
made a £1,000 donation 
to such a worthwhile 
charity on behalf of all 
our Internal Audit 
students.” 

“This is the second 
successive annual 

donation and shows our 

Valeivays 
guided walks 

TUESDAY, April 1: 
10am - Hoffi Cerdded, 
Hoffi Coffi; start at 
Coffee Cove Cafe, Barry 
Island. 

Wednesday, April 2: 
10.30am - Coffee Shop 
Strollers, start at Romilly 
Cafe, Cold Knap, Barry. 


commitment to building 
on our growing 
relationship with 

Macmillan. We further 
hope we can encourage 
our Alumni to also 
support our charitable 
aims which will 
demonstrate that we and 
our fellow internal audit 
profession colleagues 
care about the society in 
which we operate.” 

Rebecca Parke, 
Fundraising Manager for 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support said: “I want to 
say a huge thank you to 
everyone at BHBi for 
choosing to support 


Macmillan Cancer 
Support by raising funds 
with a (Jonation from 
student enrolments.” 

The donation came as 
a result of a training 
course discussion with 
students during a module 
on corporate social 
responsibility. Following 
a class debate, BHBi 
staff decided that there 
was an opportunity for 
the company to make a 
bigger difference and 
show that BHBi and the 
Internal Audit 

community can make an 
impact on wider society. 


WALE OF JAM’ 
PLAY SCARLETS! 

LOCAL acoustic duo The Vale of Jam- 
Morgan will be playing at Scarlets bar. 
Broad Street, Barry this Saturday 
(March 29) from 9pm. 

With an eclectic mix of material spanning the 
1960s to the present day, featuring songs from 
The Beatles to Pharrel, they’re a live act not to 
be missed! 


ABOVE: Prof Egan with Jane Hutt and Coun Elmore 
and staff and students at Cardiff and Vale College. 


Vale challenge to 
^realise every 
child^s potentiaV 


CIVIC and business leaders 
have been warned - need 
to be clear about the challenge 
in realising the potential of 
every child in the Vale’\ 

It came at the 14th annual spring 
breakfast on Friday (March 21) held by 
Vale AM Jane Hutt at Cardiff and Vale 
College in Barry, when the theme was 
‘Education in the Vale’, with guest 
speakers Prof David Egan and Coun 
Chris Elmore. 

Professor Egan’s message was that 
the task requires leadership and 
engagement from the early years with 
families, communities, governors and 


parents, overcoming barriers and 
disadvantage, through Welsh 
Covemment programmes like Elying 
Start and Eamilies Eirst. 

Ms Hutt commented: “This was my 
14th spring breakfast in the Hospitality 
Suite at Colcot Road, Barry, cooked 
and served by students, providing 
valuable work experience as part of the 
course at the college. 

“I congratulated the students on 
their culinary and hospitality skills and 
told them that they had good job and 
career prospects to meet the growing 
tourism and hospitality sector in 
Wales,” the AM added. {See page 9). 


Local primary pupils’ 
six-mile chariot pull 



Shy 

USA 

shine! 

DESPITE the 

considerable 
opposition of teams 
from Maesteg (two) 
Bridgend (two) Cardiff 
(two) and Porthcawl 
(one), all of whom were 
generous and gracious 
losers, Cowbridge USA 
emerged as what must 
be assumed to be 
Glamorgan, if not 
Wales', USA quiz 
champions. 

As is our 
unassuming nature, we 
will not name ourselves 
as Fran, Hywel, Steve, 
Dafydd and Tim. 
TB 


ABOVE; The five charioteers. 
FIVE pupils from year-6 in Llancarfan 
Primary School raised £441.57 with a 6- 
mile chariot pull dressed as sports stars. 

Sam, Harry, Dylan, Joe and Gruff took turns 
to pull the chariot through the village of 
Llancarfan. 

It was a magnificent effort and we’d like to 
congratulate the boys on a job well done! 

The boys would like to thank all those who 
donated. If others would like to contribute, please 
use just giving page http:llwww.justgiving.comljo- 
ford4. JF 

^Repair park 
wall’ - CALL 

RESIDENTS living in the Bassett area of 
Barry are calling for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council to take action on a 
damaged park wall. 

The call was made at the recent Court PACT 
meeting, where they asked for action to repair the 
damaged wall between Bassett Park and the 
Tadcross Pub. 

Local councillor Richard Berlin says he has now 
taken the matter up with the authority. He says he 
agrees with local residents as there is both a safety 
and security issue at the park. 
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start College 

in 2014! 

Last chance to come to an open evening 


Cardiff and Vale College 
Coleg Caerdydd a'r Fro 


Register 
now to 

WIN AN 
iPAD! 


Dream it. Live it. Make it happen with Cardiff and Vale College. 


Tuesday 8th April, 2014 Wednesday 9th April, 2014 

OR 

4.30pnn-7.30pm at Colcot Road, Barry 4.30pnn-7.30pnn at Cardiff sites 


For full details of subjects and locations and to register your place visit: 

www.cavc.ac.uk/startcollegein2014 0 info@cavc.ac.uk ^ 030 30 301010 


Dechreuwch 
yn y Coleg 

yn 2014! 

Cyf le olaf i ddod i noson agored 


Nos Fawrth 8 Ebrill, 2014 

4.30pnn-730pm, Heel Colcot, y Barri 


NEU Nos Fercher 9 Ebrill, 2014 

4.30pnn-730pnn, safleoedd Caerdydd 


Am fanylion Hawn y pynciou a'r lleoliadau ac i gofrestru eich He, ewch i: 

www.cavc.ac.uk/dechraucolegyn2014 ^ info@cavc.ac.uk 030 30 301010 

Breuddwydio. Byw. Gwireddu gyda Choleg Caerdydd aY Fro. 


Cardiff and Vale College 
Coleg Caerdydd a'r Fro 


Cofrestrwch 
nawr i 

ENNILL ^ 

iPAD! 

•"4 
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‘Progress made on 
automated gates 
dangers’ - bridgend mp 



FOUR years after the tragic 
death of a young child in an 
automated gate incident, 
Madeleine Moon MP has had a 
meeting with Mike Penning, 
minister responsible for the 
Health and Safety Executive, 
and the founder of Gate Safe, 
Richard Jackson (pictured 
above). 

The accident in Bridgend in 2010 
resulted in the death of Karolina 
Golabek, aged five, and the MP 
explained: “The meeting provided an 
opportunity to discuss the 
achievements of the Gate Safe charity 
to date. The Rt Hon Mike Penning 
wholly supported the need to continue 
to enhance awareness of the 
importance of adopting the correct 
safety protocol for automated gates. 

Mrs Moon, who is patron of Gate 
Safe, went on: “The meeting with the 
Minister was very positive and we 
appear to have made considerable 


progress. Mike Penning had been 
shocked to learn of the death of two 
children as a result of problems with 
electric gates and was eager to ensure 
that a close working relationship 
between the HSE and Gate Safe is 
achieved to raise safety standards. 

“I was especially pleased that he 
instructed officials to ensure the HSE 
guidance for gate installation was 
updated quickly on their website.” 

Richard Jackson, founder of Gate 
Safe added: “Since October 2010, 
when Gate Safe handed in a petition to 
10 Downing Street to highlight the 
urgent need to address safety issues 
relating to automated gates, our 
campaign has made considerable 
progress. 

“However, we would like to work 
with the Health and Safety Executive 
to further improve the understanding 
of what constitutes a safe automated 
gate, and what steps must be taken to 
establish - and maintain - a safe 
electric gate.” 


PONTYCLUN 
RALLIES TO 
MACMILLAN! 


IN their first year 
the Pontyclun & 
District Macmillan 
fundraising support 
group raised over 
£6,000 and to 
celebrate this first 
anniversary, they 
are planning to 
stage a Variety 
Night. 

It will be held at 
Llanharry Workingmen’s 
Club, on April 4, at 
7.30pm, and with the 
support of the club, 
entertainment includes 
Daniel ‘Ollie Murs’ 
Cadogan; Stephen 
Preston composer, 
arranger and songwriter; 
Julie ‘poems & pints’ 
Croad; ladies choir 
02Pive; comedian Steve 
Saint; Minniesingers 
Male Chorus and the 
talented pupils of Y Pant 
School with a musical 
medley. 

Tickets £5 include 
food, available from The 
Elower Pot, The 
Community Shop or 
Rybec Estate Agents all 
in Pontyclun, also from 
The Llanharry 
Workingmens Club, 
Llanharry. 

Alternatively, Edwina 
Clark (07710198617), 
Pat Clash 

(07974183987), Julie 
Croad (07933944165), 
Jeanie Heavisides 
(01443 230249) or Ann 


Bennett (01443 225187). 

Rebecca Parke, 
Macmillan fundraising 
manager, said: “The 
Pontyclun & District 
group have gone from 
strength to strength since 
forming in early 2013. 

They have not only 
raised over £6,000 to 
support local people 
affected by cancer, but 
are really bringing the 
community together with 
their fundraising. 

“They’ve had brilliant 
support from all over the 
area and continue to 
achieve great things in 
the community. 

“Macmillan can only 
fund services thanks to 
the generosity of the 
public.” 

To find out more how 
you can help, call 0300 
1000 200 or visit 
wwwmacmillan .org .uk/f 
undraising. 


Ploughing 
furrows at 
Ogmore 
by Sea 

THE Glamorgan 
Ploughing and 
Hedging Society will 
be running a 
ploughing coaching 
course on Saturday, 
March 29, at Ogmore- 
by Sea (by permission 
of Mr Graham David) 
near the old Sealawns 
hotellpub. 

There will be car 
parking space 
available in the 
Sealawns car park. 
Ploughing coaches 
and judges will be on 
site from 1030am to 
give advice. 

Further information 
from the chairman, 
Andrew Studley, on 
07980 921990. 


Rosie heads 
for hook talk 


BEST-selling author 
and adventurer 
Rosie Thomas will be 
in Cowbridge on 
April 4, as guest of 
the Cowbridge Book 
Festival, where she 
will talk about her 
recently published 
novel. The 

Illusionists, in the 
United Free Church 
at 730pm. 

Originally from north 
Wales, Rosie won a 
scholarship and became a 
boarder at Howell’s 
School and went on to 
read English at St Hilda’s 
College, Oxford. 

After a few years 
working for women’s 
magazines, her first 
novel was published in 
1982. 

She is now the author 
of over 20 novels, most 
recently the award¬ 
winning Iris and Ruby 
and The Kashmir Shawl 
(published in 2012 to 
critical acclaim). 

All proceeds from 



2014 Eestival events will 
be donated to The Noah’s 
Ark Appeal Children’s 
Hospital of Wales, and 
Leukaemia & 

Lymphoma Research. 

Contact 

www.cowbridgebookfesti 

val.co.uk. 

Tickets are available 
from David Barnes (dry 
cleaners) 35 High Street, 
Cowbridge; Nicklebys, 
Pound Field, Llantwit 
Majoror; online from 
TicketlineUK or via the 
Festival Website; or 
phone Stella Cheeseman 
01446 774827. SRC 


Ty Hafan lottery draw winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lottery 
draw number D819. 

• £2,000: 650292. 

• The rollover, which now 
stands at £8,000 was not won 
this week. 

• £10:534343, 370695, 

281447, 364636, 783584, 

724023, 703946,833193,683370, 
178684, 602587, 107345, 


545813 
344151, 
000122, 
• £5: 
351543, 
757744, 
373512, 
497160, 
341550, 
799313, 
880875, 
764129, 
762837, 


792634, 
102419, 
000865. 
408898,564958 
349979,153775. 
815070,621591, 
642179,670093. 
914899,877994. 
542524,526152 
249431, 895574 
104745,740589, 
452181,311607, 
102185,642662. 


930450, 

000749, 

552826, 

309677, 

828191, 

503016, 

244983, 

177469, 

384148, 

292888, 

662876, 

642295, 


385385, 598478,391611,320237, 
839499,492591, 854680,251226, 
304453,817283,932443,131365, 
777833,758752,622636,261140, 
270835,337143,784509,130704, 
145853. 

The GEM cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or 
omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please 
telephone 029 2053 2300. 


Beauty doesn’t have to come at a price~. 
...with our rephcement kitchen doors 

and worktops 





quartzize 



Less mess 
Less time 
Less cost 

Using -tiur existing catenets, we 
will replace your doors 
and worktops 
rejuvenating 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and maytvem' 


01446 688018/01656 360027 


OOOIt 


- .r- 


wwwulOQr-(lector.co.uk 

^ _ _ 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Antique fair 

TREASURE Trove Fairs are holding an 
antique and collectors’ fair at Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre on March 30, with up to 
40 stands of quality items; it falls on 
Mothers’ Day. 


Bute Park talk 

RHOOSE and District History Society will 
present a talk by Rosie James on ‘Bute Park 
Cardiff’s hidden history’, on Friday March 28 
at 7.30pm in the rear hall of Rhoose Community 
Centre, Stewart Road. 

Tickets at the door: £1 per adult’ 50p per child 
(under 16 yrs). 


Some dealers will purchase items from 
customers, and are always ready to give advice. 
Free parking. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★^ 


OCEAN LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 


JS 




Saturday 29th March 

Brilliant Duo JS 

Sunday 30th March 

MOTHER’S 

DAY 

Traditional Sunday Roast 
Two Courses £8.95 

Bookings Now being taken 



facebook 


01446 710362/711538 




Shakespeare exhibition 

TO celebrate the 450th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s birth, Wales Millennium Centre 
will be the first venue to display a new touring 
exhibition from the Victoria and Albert 
Museum - ‘Shooting Shakespeare; 150 Years of 
Stage Photography’. 

On display from March 29, the unique exhibition 
will include production photographs from 
Shakespeare’s Globe’s Globe to Globe festival 
alongside images from the V&A’s Theatre and 
Performance Collections. 


Game and 


THE South Wales 
Game and Country 
Fair takes place on 
Saturday and 
Sunday, April 5 and 
6 . 

Living Heritage are 
proud to add the venue 
of Fonmon Castle to 
their series of shows. 

It offers family 
entertainment in three 
main arenas, with 
country sports and 
pursuits performed by 
some of the 

countryside’s top names 
and associations. 

The event include and 
appearance in the Andy 
Singleton Arena of the 
Scurry Driving 
Championship team, an 
explosive display of 
scurry driving at its best; 
and Horseboarding, with 
a national championship 
qualifying heat. 

Slalom, falconry, 
gundog and sheepdog 
displays, fishing, ferret 
racing, lurchers and 


temers are other vaned 
demonstrations. 

Flying displays 
include Bateleur, 

Russian Step and 
African Fish Eagles. 

Childrens’ 

entertainment includes 
puppet shows, 
waterballs, bouncy 
castles, how to ‘handle a 
gundog’, how to ‘fish’, 
or ‘fly a hawk, or owl’ in 
the falconry village. 

In addition, there are 
trade exhibitors, craft 
village and cookery 
demonstrations in the 
Food Show. 

Saturday and Sunday, 
April 5 and 6; open 
10 am-6pm daily at 
Fonmon Castle, 

Fonmon, Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 3ZN; 
adults £12, over-65s 
£11; children £4. 

Full show details 
available on 

wwwMvingheritagecount 
ryshows.com; telephone 
01283 820548. 


Country Fair 


Saturday & Sunday April 5th & 6th 


South Wales Game 


& Country Eait 

A targe Country Fair with ^ 
three action packed arenas 
presenting country 
sports ana pursuits at 
their very best Enjoy 
Fatconry, Sheepdogs, 

Gundogs and Scurry 
Racing. Check out the^ 

Food Show, the Owt 
Show, theEagie 
Show. Try out tots of 
country sports. 

Shooting, Fishing and Dog' 

Handiing.. .Yes there's 
Lots to See! Lots to Do! Lots to Buy!> 

Piease view the website for more details _ 

fp/JIIl D/J f onmon, Burt'/, V-ila af Sl-i/nofii-ia Cr52 ;32 mI 



Admission: Aduits: £12.00 OverOS’s: £11.00 Chiid: £4.00 10.000am -6.00pm Daiiy 

www.livingheritagecountryshows.com Tei: 01283 820 548 


WHAT’S ON 

_ in brief 

Art society 

ON Thursday, April 3, Cowbridge Art Society 
holds its annual Keith James Trophy when 
members’ paintings will be assessed by local 
artist Lesley Dearn (see www.lesleydearn.co.uk). 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge (7 - 9pm) and visitors and 
new members are welcome. For details of the 
society’s activities, see 
www.cowbridgeartsociety.com. 

History lecture 

COWBRIDGE History Society meets on Friday, 
April 4 at 7.30pm in the Lesser Hall, Cowbridge, 
when the Maud Gunter Memorial lecture - 
Mary Andrews, Postmistress, Llantwit Major in 
the 1930s - will be given by Chris Young. 

This is a change to the published programme. 
Members should note that the society’s AGM will 
be held on Friday, May 2 at 6.30pm. 

Charity boot sale 

There is a boot sale at The Rest in Porthcawl 
every Sunday (weather permitting) starting 
Sunday April 6 at 7am till 1pm; £6 per car, £12 
per van. 

Car park for buyers; donation 50p; take-away 
tea/coffee and snacks available. All proceeds to 
Healing the Wounds charity. 

Tax help for elderly 

TAXHELP for Older People (TOP) Surgery will 
be at Roz Couzens’ Chiropody Surgery, Unit 4, 
Commercial House, Commercial Street, 

Llantwit Major, CF61 IRBH on April 7 from 
10am until midday. 

No appointment is necessary. People can call in 
for free advice. To access the TOP’S helpline, 
telephone 0845 6013321, or 01308 488066. Home 
visits can also be arranged via this helpline for 
people unable to attend the surgery. 


Shadows club 

ON April 8, Penarth Conservative Club, 

Stanwell Road (029 2030 9979) will stage the 
South Wales Shadows Club’s meeting. Play (use 
PA) or just listen; 8pm; usually £3; all are 
welcome. 

Crime prevention 

BRIDGEND Police will be holding a crime 
reduction event on Wednesday, April 9 at Castle 
Bingo, Bridgend, opened by the Mayor, Coun 
Clive James at 9.30am. 

The local policing team and a number of 
agencies will give advice on how to keep safe in 
your home. 

Lions’ book and DVD sale 

THE Llantwit Major and Cowbridge Lions 
Club will be holding a book sale on the Precinct, 
Llantwit Major on April 12 from 10am - 4pm. 

The club welcomes donations of new books to 
add to their stock and DVDs which must be in 
good condition. 

Contact the Lions at www.lmandclions.org.uk or 
eamil info@lamdnclions.org.uk (telephone 0845 
833 6763). 

Walk the Vale for charity 

THE Ed Evans Foundation, which raises money 
for The Brain Tumour Charity in Wales will 
Walk the Vale on Easter Monday (April 21). 

There will be a long walk and short walk, 
starting from The Plough and Harrow, Monknash 
CF71 7QQ. Registration for both walks from 9am; 
£5 entry fee. 

Form and information available from: 
www.edevansfoundation.co.uk; Sue Evans Tel: 
01656 890217. 

Charity gala 

A MICHAEL (Clive) Down Gala Charity 
Evening (Er budd Ambiwlans Awyr Cymru - In 
aid of Wales Air Ambulance) will be held with 
Kenfig Hill & District Male Voice Choir and 
special guests Ogmore Valley Silver Band, 
Stephen Ulberini (tenor) and Stefanie Harvey- 
Powell (soprano) at Bethlehem Life Centre, Cefn 
Cribwr, Bridgend on Saturday, April 12 at 7pm. 


Okstm OOMKa 



Day Trips & Tours 
Spring & Summer 2014 


Date 

Day 

Destination 

Adult 

Fare 

OAP 

Child 

29/3/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

12/4/2014 

Saturday 

Weston Super Mare 

£12.00 

£11.00 

19/4/2014 

Saturday 

Windsor & Legoland (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

22/4/2014 

Tuesday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

26/4/2014 

Saturday 

West Midlands Safari (Coach Only) 

£14.50 

£13.50 

06/5/2014 

Tuesday 

Abergavenny Market 

£9.95 

£9.50 

10/5/2014 

Saturday 

Malvern Spring Gardening Show (Coach Only) 

£11.50 

£10.50 

17/5/2014 

Saturday 

London Flyer, Sights or London Show (Coach Only) 

£15.50 

£15.00 

24/5/2014 

Saturday 

Drayton Manor (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

26/5/2014 

Monday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

07/6/2014 

Saturday 

Stratford Upon Avon 

£12.95 

£11.95 

13/6/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 

14/6/2014 

Saturday 

Oxford City Centre 

£14.00 

£13.50 

21/6/2014 

Saturday 

Ross on Wye labels’ & Gloucester Quays 

£11.50 

£10.50 

28/6/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

05/7/2014 

Saturday 

Street Village & Weston Super Mare 

£12.50 

£11.50 

12/7/2014 

Saturday 

Worcester 

£13.75 

£13.00 

18/7/2014 

Friday 

Cheshire, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£185.00 

£185.00 

19/7/2014 

Saturday 

Haverfordwest & St Davids City 

£14.00 

£13.50 

23/7/2014 

Wednesday 

Royal Welsh Show, Coach Only 

£12.00 

£11.50 

25/7/2014 

Friday 

Lincoln, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£159.50 

£159.50 

11/8/2014 

Monday 

Norwich & Sandringham, 5 Day Holiday, 4* 

£264.00 

£264.00 

01/9/2014 

Monday 

Cork Ireland, 5 Day Holiday, 4* Hotel 

£355.00 

£355.00 

3/10/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 


Additional Summer, Autumn & Winter dates will be added to our full 
2014 programme. Minimum passenger numbers are required, therefore 
early reservation is essential. Local pickups throughout South Wales. 


Short Break 
Holidays 
Summer 2014 

Friday 13th June & 
17th October 2014. 
Cotswolds, 4 days 
Friday to Monday. 
Adults £171.50. 

Friday 18th July 
2014. Cheshire, 

4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £185. 





Friday 27th July 
2014. Lincoln, 
4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £159.50. 



Monday 11th 
August 2014. 
Norwich 5 days 
Monday to Friday. 
Adults £264. 


Monday 1st 
September 2014. 
Cork, Ireland, 

5 days Monday 
to Friday. 

Adults £355. 

Call our reservations 
line for further 
information on 
01656 660366 



For further information on our day trips or the hire of coaches or mini-buses 

Telephone 01656 660366 

or call at Cresta Coaches, Unit 6, Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 FAL 






















Thursday, March 27 th, 2014 


WWW,facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 21 


CLEARLY THE BEST FOR WINDOWS AND DOORS 

y Transparent prices, no deposits FACT ^ Most energy efficient products FACT 
/ Most secure locking systems FACT / 140 year company history FACT 


Tfci 



FINANCE 

AVAILABLE 


OUR WINDOW & DOOR PRICES ALL INCLUDE: 

SURVEYS LOCKS Q HINGES B GLASS B FRAMES B SILLS B 
INSTALLATION B VAT B NO HIDDEN EXTRAS EVER B 


COiOUHEO UPVC UPVC 

COHFOSITE DOORS FRONT DOORS RACIC DOOM 


rUNCM DOORS 


PATIO DOCJRS 





£660 I £950 £850 



Unit 11brt Park. 
Industiial EOJtP. 
findfendasi JTS 

Opening Soon 


01633 479 573 

Cails chvfed •( a local rafle from landllnaf, mobile costs vary. consiiH your provide. WWW. g2swales.co.uk 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL PRODUCTS ♦ FREE QUOTES 


— »waen»GiSC»eu»US ^ ^ AM AM 


Part of the C2S Croup Ltd 


mtaCwip— 

Ud«M»M4lAkf^ 
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@ RHOOSE BOWLING CLUB 

'Bowls - a sport for all ages' 

Discover a new sport at the Rhoose 
Bowling Club’s ‘open day’ on April 5! 




R hoose 

Bowling 
Club is 

holding an ‘open 
day’ on Saturday, 
April 5, with an 
invitation to people 
of all ages to find 
out about the sport 
and learn from 
qualified coaches. 
Brian Shears, who has 


been the chairman for 
two years, emphasised 
that the event was an 
ideal opportunity for 
local people to find out 
more about the club 
situated on Celtic Way. 

“Rhoose Bowling 
Club is a go-ahead club 
eager to attract members 
from all age groups. 

“We already have 
links to the local primary 
school, who are 


jifJDD£)9 r’lliJjr'jJJtJCy Lid 

53 Fontygary Road, Rhoose 

Professional and caring advice given. 

We are pleased to support 
Rhoose Bowling Club 

Open 9 - 5.30pm Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri. 

9-6pm Tues. 9-12.30pm Sat. 

Open lunchtimes. 

01446 710277 




RHOOSE 

BOWLING 

CLUB 

Celtic Way, 
Rhoose 


All Weather International 
Standard Carpet 


Join us on Saturday 
April 5th 2-5pm for our 

OPEN DAY 

Bowls - The Sport for all ages 

Bring the family along 
for a taster session with our 
qualified coaches. 

(Flat shoes required) 

Telephone: 01446 710072 
or 713820 


encouraged to enjoy 
bowling at the club, and 
strong links to the 
community also. 

“We also provide 
training facilities for the 
Welsh national team, 
who are currently 
preparing for the 
Commonwealth Games 
being held in Glasgow 
later this year.” 

The day is free - all 
people have to do is 
bring along suitable 
footwear. 

“We hope to welcome 
all ages, and are 
particularly keen to see 
ladies and teenagers 
coming along. 

“The national team 
and county team tend to 
be people in their 30s 
and we want to 
encourage a new 
generation.” 

The club is already 
putting in time with 
youngsters at Rhoose 


Primary School. 

Brian explained: 
“They come for six PE 
lessons during the 
summer. When they 
come for the final 
session, we hold a 
competition with parents 
and present prizes. 

“Unlike other areas, 
such as Barry and 
Llantwit Major, we don’t 
have a secondary school 
close by - that’s why 
we’re keen to encourage 
local teenagers to come 
along to the open day. 

“Last year, we 
welcomed the Girl 
Guides and the Scouts 
and if local youth groups 
would like to come 
along, they are very 
welcome. 

“We supply all the 
equipment and free 
coaching. All people 
have to do is bring along 
a pair of flat shoes.” 

Brian and the club 


® 

hi \ «i Kii^cii 

CANINE ACADEMY 

Dog & Puppy 
Training 


Supporting 
Rhoose 
Bowling Club 


01446 719898 

info@blueridgeacademy.co.uk 


Fontygaiy 

Tnn 

Home cooked food 
served daily. 
Lunchtime offers 
available 


Supporting Rhoose 
Bowling Club 


Fonmon Road, Rhoose 

01446 711221 

wwwibntygaryinn.co.uk 



Supporting 
‘Rhoose 
Bowling 
Club’ 
since 1989 

Chris Davies 

Tel: 01446 711900 
www.chris-davies.co. u k 



have even got advice 
from the very top in how 
to promote the club. 
“John Price, the world 


DEAXOIS 

BARBER 

SHOP 

OAP Rates 
Available 
We are pleased to 
support Rhoose 
Bowling Club 

7 Fontygary Road, 
RHOOSE, 

Tei: 07791 917699 


champion, has been 
giving us some ideas. He 
is the promotions man 
for the World Bowls 
Federation.” 

So what can people 
expect on Saturday, 
April 5? 

“There will be a meet 
and greet, and time for 
a coffee and chat. 

“All the equipment 
will be ready and laid 
out - we have five 
coaches at the club - and 
it will be a case of going 
out and enjoying 
playing.” 

So make a date at 
this friendly, sociable 
local bowling club at 
2pm on April 5! 


ABOVE: 

Visit Rhoose Bowling Club 
on April 5 and you’ll get a chance 
to play a game on the green. 


The 


Highwaynum Irm 

® ^ Fonmon, Rhoose 

OVER 60s SPECIAL MENU 
Monday-Saturday 12noon-3pm 
Traditional, fresh, homecooked meals 
Superb choice., only £4.75 


4 


We are pleased to support 

Rhoose Bovrling Club 


01446 710205 

WWW. highwayman-pub. com 




Coffee 

Time 

Open Mon - Sat 

9 - 4.30pm 


pausa 

We are pleased 
to support 
Rhoose 
Bowling Club 

Supporting Rhoose 
^wling Club 

21 Fontygary Rd, 
Rhoose 

01446 711600 

01446 710044 

www.poshpawzsalonandspa.co.uk 


ABSOLUTE 

BOWLS 

We are delighted to support 
Rhoose Bowling Club 

01792 589147 

Unit 1, Prydwen Road, Fforestfach, Swansea, 
West Glamorgan SA5 4HN. 
sales@absolutebowls.com 


Welsh stars get off their bikes to 
judge some cakes and scones! 

... ALL IN A GOOD CAUSE FOR SPORT RELIEF 


WORLD champion cyclist Becky 
James and London 2012 
Paralympic gold medallist Aled 
Davies, put the brakes on their 
gruelling training regimes and 
stepped into the kitchen to judge 
SWALEC’s Sport Relief baking 
competition. 

The Welsh stars joined hundreds of 
SWALEC employees at their Cardiff 
offices to help raise money for Sport Relief. 
Becky and Aled had the enviable task of 
judging the quality of cakes, scones and 
other sweet treats made by staff to raise 
money for the charity. 

SWALEC employees also had the 
chance to be champs for the day, paying a 
donation to Sport Relief to wear Aled’s 
prized Paralympic gold medal from London 


2012. 

Aled said: “I’m training hard for 
Glasgow 2014, but I couldn’t resist having 
one day off to play Paul Hollywood to 
Becky’s Mary Berry for the day. SWALEC 
is a big supporter of both of us and so it’s 
been great to come along here today to help 
support staff raising money for a fantastic 
cause.” 

Wendy Barbour, SWALEC’s Director of 
Sponsorship and Commonwealth Games, 
said the company and staff were proud to be 
an official partner of Sport Relief and 
playing a part in raising millions for charity. 

She said: “There’s been a tremendous 
amount of fundraising activity across all 
SSL offices, from 24-hour rowing 
competitions to sporting challenges. The 
SSL Sport Relief baking competition is 
slightly less energetic but no less 



competitive, and it’s fantastic to have Aled 
and Becky here to judge the winner. 

The money raised by Sport Relief goes 
to help vulnerable and disadvantaged 
people in the UK and across the world, 
giving them a helping hand to turn their 
lives around. 


Looking back on a full 
life with no regrets 


1 WAS born in London on 
April 5,1914, just before 
the First World War 
started. 

My first childhood memory was 
when aged three and a half years, I 
saw an airship in the sky, searchlights 
flashing away, and the sound of heavy 
gunfire taking place (it was wartime). 

Also at the same age my mother 
paid a halfpenny a week for me to 
attend school. 

From the beginning, the teacher 
stood in front with a picture and we 
had to say - “C-A-T, cat; D-O-G, 
dog; S-U-N, sun,” etc. 

By the age of five years I could 
read a child’s comic. 

Still in London during the Second 
World War I was in the Fire Service 
throughout the Blitz, being bombed 
day and night. 


Two things have stayed in my 
memory: the afternoon when the 
London docks were bombed. The 
whole of the sky was lit up and it was 
days before it was put out. 

The other was a telegram asking 
me to go to East Driffield because my 
brother (an airgunner on the German 
raids) was involved in a fatal 
accident. 

I was taken to the mortuary and I 
could not believe my eyes. From the 
floor to the ceiling, it was full of 
shelves, each one holding an airman 
on it, a tragic loss of all those young 
lives. 

I have led a very full life being 
involved in many things and I have 
no regrets. 

Mrs ‘Trixie’ Heveron, Rhoose. 
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Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BB.1EF and address them to: The Editor, 
Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Coxrabridge CFTl 7EL or email gemeditorial@tin^enew5XO.uk 

IMPORTikllT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

Letters and e-mails MUST include fall address and a contact telephone number. An email address 
alone is not sufficient! We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


Tair funding the way forward’ 


L ast week, the Vale Conservative 
group tabled a motion in full 
council opposing a merger with 
Cardiff, as recommended by a recent 
Welsh Government-commissioned report. 

We didn’t do this to protect our own jobs, nor 
was it done because we oppose attempts to 
streamline local government in Wales. We did it 
because we firmly believe that a return to the bad 

‘WASTE OF 
OUR TAXES’ 


I T has now been 
revealed that 
this Labour-led 
Welsh Government 
are wasting 
£180,000 of our 
hard earned taxes 
on renting a 
hospitality box at 
the Millennium 
Stadium. 

Just when is the 
Assembly First Minister 
going to be brought to 
task about the prolific 
spending of our money? 

He refused to use 
money diverted from the 
UK Government to the 
Welsh Government to 
alleviate the rise in 


council tax; - has spent 
over £60 million on 
Cardiff Airport; over 
£400,000 on a shuttle 
bus service from Cardiff 
to the airport which is 
hardly being used; over 
£10,000 on televisions 
for his Assembly. Was 
this in his party 
manifesto before the 
election? 

He believes in 
democracy, yet refused 
to give the Welsh people 
a referendum on council 
tax rises. 

Can you just imagine 
this lot getting tax 
raising and borrowing 
powers? 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


old days of ‘South Glamorgan’ would be a disaster 
for the Vale. 

The cost of politics needs to be reduced and we 
have to find ways, as a council to save money - 
and to ensure that we spend every penny of your 
money wisely. But submerging the Vale into a 
Greater Cardiff region will put our towns and 
villages at a disadvantage, heightening competition 
for limited funding, and lead to the decimation of 
our green areas as we take on a greater share of 
housing to meet Cardiff’s much greater need. 

I was angry that residents were hit by the council 
with a huge council tax rise, but the way to prevent 
that from happening again is to campaign for fair 
funding from the Welsh Labour Government - not 
to merge our council with our much larger 
neighbours. 

Coun John Thomas, 

Leader, Vale of Glamorgan Conservative Group. 

Merger 

referendum 

1 WAS pleased to read that Alun 
Cairns, in his column last week, 
picked up my suggestion that a 
referendum should be held before any 
merger of the Vale with Cardiff could 
take place. What views do our Assembly 
Members have on this exercise of 
democracy? 

Gordon Kemp (former Conservative Leader of 
the Vale Council, 

Walterston. 


HATS GALORE - and a 
cheque for flood victims 


JAN LEWIS 
entertained the Vale 
NFU Ladies’ 
meeting in Penllyn 
Village Hall this 
month by bringing 
hand crafted hats, 
fascinations and 
jewellery; fun was 
had by all and 
everyone had a 
good try on! 

The jewellery 
matching the hats 
seemed to be a great 
success. It was a 
splendid evening and 
Helena Davies gave the 
vote of thanks. 

Chairperson Ann 
Rees said that £400 had 
been sent from the Vale 
NFU Ladies in support 
of the Somerset farmers’ 
flood appeal. This was 
sent via David Harris of 
Bridgend NFU, in 
conjunction with the 
proceeds raised at the 
entertainment at Barry 
Memorial Hall. 

The next meeting will 
be held on April 22 at 
7.30pm; new members 
are welcome. JS 



Mayor’s coffee 
THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor is 
hosting a charity coffee 
morning in aid of 
Valeplus on April 1, 
from 10.30am to 12 
noon in the Civic 
Office. All are 
welcome. 



www.randt.co.uk 

P 

jricaeions 

Petrol Mowers from £159 

♦ Sales 

♦ Service 

♦ Spares 

Ride-on Mowers from £1099 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
LlandowCF71 7PF 

Tel. 01446 771999 




www.mountfieldmowers.co.uk 


Mount field 


Get a n©w look for your kitchen 


“ When we need 
another kitchen you will 
be our first port of call! 
Customers Peter & Jan 
Richards 


Kitchen door replacement and makeover specialists - from a family run firm you can trust 



We have a 

HUGE RANGE of 
door STYLES AND 
COLOURS to 

choose from, which 
can be made to 

ANY SIZE to 

replace your current 
existing doors with 
minimum fuss. 

We can also replace 

SINKS, TAPS, 

WORKTOPS AND 
APPLIANCES. 

Door Magic is a family run business v/ith over 15 years of experience in the kitchen industry. We con 
supply and fit mode to measure kitchen and bedroom doors even adding extra units v/here required. 

No salesmen v/ill coll; v/e openly employ qualified, knov/ledgeoble kitchen fitters v/ho ore passionate 
about their trade. This gives you peace of mind v/hen using us to transform your kitchen. We use fully 
qualified gas safe and NICEIC plumbers and electricians v/hen v/e need to carry out the necessary v/ork. 
We can even include all your tiling work to finish off your new look kitchen. 

For a no obligation quote, visit us at our showroom or coll us. 

Unit 8, Kodak House, Abergorw Trading Estate, Bridgend, CF32 9LW. 

_ 01656 478498 or 02921 971271 

See more examples of our work at: WWW.doOriTIQgic.CO.uk 
Showroom open Tuesday - Saturday lOom - 2pm. 



V iNo salesmen will call 

DWe are a local company employing local people 
D 6 year guarantee on our doors 
DWe will beat any like for like written quotation 
DWe do out of hours appointments at our showroom in Bridgend 
or your home 

i JO Over 15 years experience _ 

Door Magic 

Established 15 years 












































It’s true 
we’ll pay 
your VAT 
this 
month 
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ei,000 SPEND SAVES YOU £200 > £5,000 SPEND SAVES YOU £1,000 


WINDOWS, DOORS 


.P. 


.& CONSERVATORIES 


10a Ewonny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 LeckwHh Road, Cardiff CF11 OAP 

Tel: Bridgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 
Freephone 0800 8030821 

www.mpnwindows.com 


YEARS 


APRIL 


r-HEEi 

savings 


20 % 

off 

'everything 


6 YALE A rated windows fully fitted ^^0*5 
Aerated YALE composite doors from £895 

a“ ratS?l»nch or patio 


Yale Secured PVC 
Front Doors 


FENSA 


10 year guarantee 
beautiful designs 


only 

£ 550 * 

i fully fitted! 

PVC Back 
Doors 


£499 


A RATED FREE GLASS 

Full Repair Service Available 

Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes 
Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably the best windows 
and doors in Wales 


♦Mention This Ad When Ordering 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 508770 • Barry 01446 439212 


E>mail: rnpnwindowsOaol.oorTi 
Showrooms at 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend Cf31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwifh Roa<l. Carditf CFl 1 6AP 
Open 9am to 7pm • 7 days a week 

i.i.n.v/.i.i.njjJi.nA'ijA'i 


SPEND SAVES YOU £4r 




STARTS MARCH 31st • 0% FINANCE - VAT FREE STARTS MARCH 31st • 0% FINANCE - VAT 
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Starred Up - a taut and 
brutal piece of work... 


O F all the 

great British 
television 
institutions to 
provide cinema 
with a new wave of 
bright young talent, 
E4’s Skins is 
perhaps the most 
unlikely; but one 
look at its 
graduating class 
might make you 
change your mind. 

Nicholas Hoult has 
found himself featuring 
in the X-Men franchise, 
Dev Patel shone in 
Slumdog Millionaire and 
is now in Aaron Sorkin’s 
The Newsroom, Kay a 
Scodelario is tipped for 
big things, and Hannah 
Murray is in TV’s Game 
Of Thrones. 

The next alumni 
aiming to break out is 
Jack O’Connell, who 
stars in gritty British 
drama Starred t/p; he 
plays Eric, a troubled 
and violent teenager who 
is transferred from a 
youth offender institute 
(where he has been 
classed as ‘starred up’, 
i.e a violent youth) to a 
prison where his father 
Neville (Ben 
Mendelsohn) is also 
incarcerated. 

With a volunteer, 
Oliver (Rupert Friend), 
attempting to rationalise 
his behaviour and work 
out why he leans so 
much towards violence, 
will Eric’s ways 
change?... 

While there have been 
many films that have 
attempted to show the 


brutal reality of life in 
prison, no film since 
Alan Clarke’s Scum has 
truly captured the 
constricting nature of 
life behind bars, the 
tension and fear of every 
moment vividly brought 
to life. 

Time will tell whether 
Starred Up can manage 
to usurp the ‘daddy’ of 
the genre, but on first 
impressions it certainly 
puts up a good fight, the 
film an incredibly taut 
and brutal piece of work 
that leaves a lasting 
impression on you. 

Having previously 
helmed the low-key 
Scottish drama Hallam 
Foe, David Mackenzie 
seems an unlikely 
director for a film that 
deals in a world of 
violence and anger, yet 
his direction is pitch- 
perfect here. 

With hand-held 
cameras and close-ups 
granting us an intimate 
look into prison life, 
Mackenzie is an 
unflinching observer, the 
danger of the world 
always on the periphery, 
even in the most sedate 
of moments. 

Mackenzie constantly 
makes the audience 
aware of how removed 
these prisoners are from 
the real world, either 
through their behaviour 
or the constant 
soundtrack of doors 
being locked shut; it 
makes for an immersive 
experience, one that can 
feel claustrophobic at 
times, but that grants the 
film a mood and 
atmosphere that enriches 


Weatherman 
Derek walks 
through Wales 


VA L E - b a s e d 
weatherman Derek 
Brockway, star of 
the popular 

Weatherman 
Walking TV series, 
is releasing a new 
book called Great 
Welsh Walks this 
week. 

The weatherman and 
co-author Martin Aaron 
present 18 of their 
favourite walks from all 
over Wales, from the 
steep hills and mountains 
of Snowdonia to the 
coastal paths of 
Pembrokeshire and 
Anglesey; from busy 
Cardiff Bay to zig¬ 
zagging along the Offa’s 
Dyke Path. 

Each walk comes with 
an introduction by Derek, 
an OS-based map, grid 
references, detailed 
directions and pictures of 
significant landmarks. 

“Being a BBC 
weatherman is my dream 
job,” reveals Derek. 

“Although work has 
taken me around the UK 
and abroad, Wales will 
always be home and, in 
my opinion, there’s no 
better place to live. 


f Great Wclslh 



“We’re so lucky to 
have so much variety 
packed into one small 
country - Wales is made 
for walking, and 
whatever the weather, 
there’s always something 
new to be discovered. 

“Although the 18 
walks in this book only 
scratches the surface, it 
gives a good taste of 
what our country has to 
offer.” 

Derek Brockway is 
signing copies in The 
Delicatessen, Pontyclun 
this Saturday, March 29 
between 10.30am and 
12pm; and Pyle Garden 
Centre, 2pm to 3.30pm. 


the viewing experience. 

In the lead role Jack 
O’Connell is an absolute 
revelation as Eric; his is 
a performance of anger 
and physicality, yet 
while the actor nails this 
with precision, it’s the 
more human moments 
that sing out, the young 
boy beneath the bluster 
only ever occasionally 
coming to the surface. 

That isn’t to say that 
the edges are ever really 
softened - there are no 
moments of emotional 
vulnerability, the mask 
of bravado always in 
place, but it is 
O’Connell’s ability to 
shine a light, no matter 
how small, on these 
moments that make this 
a performance to watch. 

Ben Mendelsohn 
makes a perfect foil as 
his father, the Australian 
actor giving his best 
Cockney accent and 
delivering a low-key, but 
hugely intense 
performance, the 
father/son dynamic the 
driving force behind the 
film, and Mendelsohn, 
who is building up a 
solid body of work, 
more than delivers the 
goods. 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 

Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 

Rupert Friend is 
equally as strong, the 
slow peeling away of his 
character’s psyche being 
brought dramatically to 
life by the actor, whose 
slight personality gives 
way to a man who has 
more in common with 
the prisoners he 
volunteers with than he 
lets on. 

Jonathan Asser offers 
a script that is punchy 
and engaging, his 
characters vivid and the 
situations all too real. 

The film can’t quite 
escape the stereotypes 


you find in this genre - 
the new boy on the 
block, the wizened heads 
helping him, the kingpin 
who runs the prison, 
guards who are prepared 
to turn a blind eye when 
necessary - but Asser 
gives them their own 
sense of purpose and 
makes the characters feel 
richer and less 
predictable, and if the 
pay-off doesn’t quite 
match the build up, the 
quality of what has gone 
before sweetens the pill 
somewhat; what is 
undeniable is that by 
Starred Up’s credits 
you’ll feel both 
exhausted and 
exhilarated by a bold, 
brutal work. 

VERDICT: A stark 
and bleak film. Starred 
Up drips with superb 
performances, strong 
direction and a tight 
script. Jack O’Connell's 
lead turn marks him as a 
talent to watch, but as 
well as this star-making 
performance, this is one 
film that will linger with 
you after watching. 
Highly recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Shifty (2008), 
Scum (1979). 


Prize draw winner read 
about it in The GEM! 



PICTURED (left to right): Paula Morris (Cardiff Airport), Jodie 
Wellington, Helen Tustin (Regal Travel), Caroline Page (Red Sea 
Holidays) and Jeanette Price (winner). 


THE Cardiff Airport Holiday 
Market, with Regal Travel, made 
dreams come true for one 
Llantwit Major resident, who won 
an all-inclusive five star trip to 
Egypt, after reading about the 
event in The GEM. 

Last month’s Holiday Market saw 
more than 800 people visit Cardiff 
Airport to find out about all the 
destinations that can be reached from 
there, and take advantage of the 
chance to enter the free prize draw to 
win a trip to Siva Sharm Resort and 
Spa with Red Sea Holidays. 

Jeanette Price was thrilled when 
she received the call from Regal 
Travel to say she was the winner. She 
said: “I was so pleased and surprised 
to win the competition. I’ve been to 
Sharm El Sheikh once before and it 
was very beautiful so I can’t wait to 
go back. I’m taking my husband with 
me - I don’t think he’d be very happy 
if I didn’t! 

“I thoroughly enjoyed the Holiday 
Market, which I’d read about in The 
GEM. It was fantastic to be able to 
speak to representatives from each of 
the tour operators in person and we 
took plenty of brochures away with 
us. 

“I go on holiday once or twice a 
year and always fly from Cardiff 


because it’s so convenient.” 

Helen Tustin, general manager at 
Regal Travel, said: “After two 
successful years of Holiday Markets 
in Bridgend, we thought it was time to 
share our expertise with a wider 
audience, this time with the support of 
Cardiff Airport, a wide variety 
operators and airlines. 

“It was great to get the prize from 
Red Sea Holidays which added to the 
excitement on the day and we hope 
Mrs Price has a wonderful holiday 
with her husband.” 

The Chief Executive of Cardiff 
Airport, Jon Home, said: “Febmary 
proved to be the perfect time to hold 
our first Holiday Market; it was a 
fantastic opportunity to show 
travellers just how many wonderful 
places they can go from Cardiff. 

“We were very pleased to work 
with Regal Travel and provide the 
south Wales community with plenty of 
inspiration for their next getaway. 

“It was great to hear Mrs Price is a 
regular traveller through Cardiff 
because she, like so many fellow 
Welsh people, finds it so convenient 
to fly from her local airport. We’re 
delighted she’ll be flying from Cardiff 
for her prize with Red Sea Holidays 
and look forward to welcoming her 
and her husband in November.” 


Nell’s Point benefits 
from coffee morning 



THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor 
has hosted a coffee 
morning in aid of the 
National Coastwatch 
Institution at Nell’s 
Point, which raised 
£540. 

Nell’s Point Station is 
manned by a team of 
trained volunteers, who 
keep watch over the 
Bristol Channel for the 
benefit of seafarers and 
coastal users, and is 
funded solely by 
donations and money 
raised from events such 
as the coffee morning. 

The station was the 
first one to be 
established on the Welsh 
coast, and was built with 
funding from the 
National Assembly. 


Pictured are the Mayor’s consort, 

Mrs Jayne Norman; the Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Coun Margaret Wilkinson, 
and Alan Morgan from Coastwatch. 

WHAT’S ON / in brief 

Spring concert 

CERDDOREA Dinas Powys Orchestra’s spring 
concert takes place on Sunday, March 30 
(7.30pm) in the Parish Hall, Britway Road, Dinas 
Powys CE64 4AE. 

The programme will include Beethoven Overture 
‘Coriolan’; Beethoven Piano Concerto No 3 (soloist 
Tomas Klement from the Czech Republic), and 
Schubert Symphony No 3. Tickets available at the 
door or from Dinas Powys Post Office, 3 Station 
Road, Dinas Powys and Penarth Book Shop, 
Windsor Road, Penarth. Cost: £6 (£3 age 12 and 
under). Tel: 029 20706288; 

www.cdpo .org .uk. 

Valeways walks 

THIS Saturday (March 29) at 2pm, ‘Lan a 
Lawr - i’r Downs’ starting at Cowbridge Town 
Hall, maes parcio/car park. 

On Sunday, March 30, ‘Start of Spring’, at St 
Peter’s Church, Mill Road, Dinas Powys. 



Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 


You will find the answer in that week’s 
GEM which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at Spm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser In that week’s GEM! 

Like us on facebook: 
faoebook.oom/glamofgar>g6fn 
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TOOLBOX SURPRISE FOR 
COLLEGE APPRENTICES! 



ABOVE: The apprentices were delighted to receive a 
free set of tools from their day release trainer. 


MP welcomes welfare cap 


VALE Conservative MP, Alun 
Cairns, this week welcomed 
news that 43 households in the 
Vale have had their benefits 
capped, as part of a UK 
Government clampdown on 
excessive benefits. 

He said: “Obviously, capping 
people’s benefits is always going to be 
an emotive subject, but it doesn’t make 
sense when people can claim more on 
benefits than the average working 
family. 


“It is not fair to claimants or to the 
taxpayer to be trapped on benefits. 
Reform was needed and the benefit cap 
is a key plank of the changes that were 
needed. 

“Capping welfare is part of the 
Conservatives’ long-term economic 
plan to build an economy that delivers 
for people who work hard and play by 
the rules. 

“The benefit cap is ending the 
something for nothing culture, which 
means a stronger community where 
everyone contributes,” he added. 


OVER 130 
apprentice 
electricians with 
leading national 
training provider 
JTL were surprised 
last week to be 
presented with a gift 
during their weekly 
day release 
attendance at 
Cardiff and Vale 
College. 

They each received a 
free set of tools valued at 
more than £150, selected 
by the company to help 
young electricians, 


through a partnership 
with Monument Tools. 

They were handed out 
by JTL’s Martin Laye, 
and training officers 
Phil Rees and Simeon 
Thomas, helped by the 
head of department at 
Cardiff and Vale 
College, Gary Collins 
and tutor Jon Bowen. 

The apprentices work 
with their employer for 
four days a week and 
spend a day a week at 
Cardiff and Vale College 
to build on their 
practical knowledge and 
to be taught theory. 


Why mum Lisa is 
running marathon 
for the CF charity 



Lisa Close with Neil Thomas of Thomas 
Kitchens & Bathrooms, Bridgend, 
her main sponsors for the run. 


LISA CLOSE from 
Broadlands, 
Bridgend, is 

running the London 
Marathon on 

Sunday, April 13, to 
raise money for 
Cystic Fibrosis 
research. 

She explained: “My 
running days started 
when I was six years old, 
dressed in a market- 
brought shell suit and 
pump up trainers. 

“Just to prove to my 
dad I could, I ran my first 
fun run at a local village. 
I followed my mum and 
older sister around the 
course, and then blew 
them out on the home 
stretch - which is hiw 
I’ve run ever since. 

“I’ve always run on 
and off over the years. 
I’ve never run any great 
distances and I’ve never 
run for any charities. 
When I did the Cardiff 
Half Marathon last year, I 
was inspired by all those 
running for a cause, so I 
started questioning why I 
wasn’t. 

“I’ve always wanted 
to run the London 
Marathon and to find a 
charity was easy - Cystic 
Fibrosis (CF). 

“When I was 
expecting my first baby, 
at the 20-week scan they 
thought he might have 
CF, a genetic condition in 


which the lungs and 
digestive system become 
clogged with thick 
mucus. 

“There is no cure, and 
those with CF have a 
lower than average life 
expectancy. We were 
devastated and would not 
be able to find out if he 
had the condition until he 
was six weeks old. 

“We had so much 
support through that 
time. We were assigned a 
counsellor and I had 
question after question. 
The charity was fantastic 
and had so much 
patience. 

“Ethan was born and 
six weeks later he was 
tested and it was 
confirmed he did not 
have CF, although, like 
his dad Matthew, he does 
carry the gene. We were 
lucky that in order for the 
gene to mutate, I also 
needed to be a carrier - 
they hadn’t been able to 


find that gene in me. 

“Running 26 miles 
will physically be the 
hardest thing I have ever 
done, but knowing that I 
am giving back and 
helping those who 
weren’t as lucky as Ethan 
will keep me putting one 
foot in front of the other. 

“All charities are 
worthwhile. Some have 
more meaning to you 
than others. Please 
support me on my 
journey; we never know 
when we may need the 
help of others.” 

Lisa is holding a 
charity night to help 
raise money for Cystic 
Fibrosis at Tondu Cricket 
Club on Friday, April 4. 
Tickets are still 
available, contact Matt 
on 07701 080013. 

Alternatively, if you 
would like to make a 
donation, contact 

WWW. virginmoneygiving. 
com/LisaClosel. 


.CoAi 


Have You Heard There Is A New Sheep In Town! 

How Ewe Too Can Sell Your House in Weeks 

and Benefit from our Outrageous Launch Offer... ^ . 

/ SoJes ov\d Lett\f\ys 




£795 


Selling Fee 






Start today by getting your FREE no obligation property appraisal 

CALL Karen now 01446 349349 

www.ewemove.com/valeofglamorgan 


Hurry! Limited to the first 12 instructions received before 31st March 2014 
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The Aberthin tractor boys plough the fields 
and demonstrate how to keep a straight line 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 



THERE’S a 

renewed ineterest in 
traditional rural 
pursuits such as 
ploughing and 
hedging, with 
regular 
competitions being 
held. 

Last weekend, the 
Tractor Boys of 
Aberthin held a 
training day in 
Llanharan, so that 
anyone thinking of 
entering a competition 
could refine their 
technique! 




Follow The GEM on Twitter - 
find us @gem_news 



Moving with the times... 


SELLING FEES OF JUST 0.85% (subject to minimum fee of £995.00) 

No Sale, No Fees • Tenant Finding Service Available 




1 OGMORE VALE 

1 

1 

LLANTWIT FADRE 

1 

1 

BRYNCETHIN 

1 

1 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

J 

1 

PONTYCLUN 

1 

1 

TONDU 1 



Spion Kop 
CF32 7BT £249,995 

FREEHOLD, FOUR BEDROOMS, THREE 
RECEPTION ROOMS, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, OPEN VIEWS ACROSS THE VALLEY 



Cadwal Court 
CF38 2FA £237,950 

FOUR BEDROOMS, KITCHEN/DINER, 
GARAGE, EN-SUITE, PVCu DOUBLE GLAZED, 
UTILITY ROOM 



Heol Canola 
CF32 9TS £199,995 

FREEHOLD, SIX BEDROOMS, 

UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, EPC -D 



llltyd Avenue 
CF61 1TH £167,950 

FOUR BEDROOMS, FREEHOLD, UPVC, DOUBLE 
GLAZING, GAS CENTRAL HEATING, PRIVATE PARKING, 
EPC -D, GENEROUS REAR GARDEN 



Cottesmore Way, Cross 
Inn CF72 8BG £159,000 

THREE BEDROOMS, SEMI DETACHED, 
GARAGE, DOUBLE GLAZED, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, MODERN KITCHEN 



Park Terrace 
CF32 9HE £124,995 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS 
WOOD SASH WINDOWS, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, NO ON GOING CHAIN, EPC - D 


BRIDGEND 


BRIDGEND 





OGMORE VALE 




BLACKMILL 



Fron Heulog 
CF31 4RP £109,995 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS, GENEROUS REAR 
GARDEN, PRIVATE PARKING, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, UPVC DOUBLE GLAZING, EPC-E 


Mill Lane 

CF31 4JD £105,500 

FREEHOLD, DETACHED COTTAGE, TWO 
BEDROOMS, GARDEN AREA, GAS 
CENTRAL HEATING, EPC-D 


Ynysteg 

CF32 9EU £89,995 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOM SEMI, UPVC 
DOUBLE GLAZING, GAS CENTRAL 
HEATING, EPC RATING -0, NO ON GOING CHAIN 


Dunraven Place 
CF32 7ET £82,500 

FREEHOLD, TWO BEDROOMS 
GAS CENTRAL HEATING, UPVC DOUBLE 
GLAZING, REAR GARDEN AND VIEWS 


Park Place CF32 9UA 
Reduced To £69,950 

FREEHOLD, THREE BEDROOMS, 
NEED OF MODERNISING, 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING 


Glynllan 

CF35 6EF £39,995 

THREE BEDROOM, FIRST FLOOR FLAT, UPVC 
DOUBLE GLAZING, OIL CENTRAL HEATING 
VACANT POSSESSION 


Free Valuation, For Sale Boards, Floor Plans, Accompanied Viewings and Internet Advertising 

Independent agents working in Bridgend, The Vale, Pencoed and Porthcawl 


Zi>opla.coajk 


rightmovecouk 

The UK's number one property website 


119a, Wyndham House, Wyndham Street, Bridgend CF31 1EF. 
Tel: 0800 043 1995 • 01656 655936 
www.brightermoveswales.co.uk • E-Mail: enquiries@brightermoveswales.co.uk 
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I Broad Street^ Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 

wwwTnomcsonvicw.co.uk 

www.ninacstatcagcnts.co.uk 




nina 

estate agents 


website 

www.njnae$tateagefits.co.uK 

email: 

enquiries^inaestateagents.co.uk 


RndaProp#fty CM 


9 prop<rt/firKUr*<om 


OFT rt 

^ Hf»EA 



KATHLEEN STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, two double bedrooms & 
study/cot room, 1st floor bathroom, through living 
room, UPVC double glazing, no chain. 

£99,950 


HAWTHORN ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious detached, three bedrooms, living room, 
dining room, kitchen & utility room, enclosed rear 
garden, garage/driveway, no chain. 

£214,950 


SALISBURY ROAD, BARRY 

Investment opportunity, mid terraced traditional, two 
reception rooms, original features, UPVC DG-GCH 
via combi, garage, no chain. 

£124,950 


HEOL ERYR MOR, BARRY 

Modern end of terraced, two bedrooms, ensuite to 
master, living room, kitchen/breakfast, conservatory, 
enclosed rear garden, garage/driveway. EPC-C. 

£143,000 


PURDEY CLOSE, BARRY 

End of link modern, living room, open plan 
kitchen/diner, conservatory, three bedrooms, family 
bathroom, side access, designated parking. EPC-C. 

£133,950 


THE GROVE, BARRY 

Mid terraced, Edwardian traditional, original features, 
two reception rooms, three bedrooms, family bath¬ 
room, shower room, enclosed garden. ER-E. 

£239,950 



TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

2014 replacement carpets and UPVC double 
glazing, three bedrooms, mid terraced traditional, 
wc cloakroom, living room, fitted kitchen. EPC-D. 

£134,950 


ST PAULS AVENUE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, traditional semi detached, mod¬ 
ernised throughout, two reception rooms, kitchen, 
utility, wc, original features, rear garden. EPC-C. 

£139,950 


LISCUM WAY, BARRY 

Modern semi detached, wc cloakroom, living room, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, three bedrooms, 
enclosed garden, parking, garage. EPC-D. 

£204,950 


LIDMORE ROAD, BARRY 

In need of modernisation, three bedrooms, semi 
detached, living room, dining room, kitchen - wc, 
driveway, garage, garden, no chain. 

£179,950 


BROOKFIELD AVENUE, BARRY 

Show home presented, two bedrooms, living room, 
open plan kitchen/sun lounge. UPVC DG - GCH via 
combi, enclosed garden, no chain. 

£133,000 




MURLANDE WAY, RHOOSE 

Semi detached corner positioned, kitchen, living 
room with spiral stairs, two double bedrooms, 
enclosed rear garden, garage/driveway, no chain. 

£124,950 


THE PASTURES, BARRY 

Modern mid link, living room, fitted kitchen, two 
bedrooms, family bathroom, low maintenance 
garden, driveway/parking to front. 

£109,950 


OLD MILL ROAD, BARRY 


Three bedrooms, elevated semi detached, living 
/dining room, fitted kitchen, minutes walk to train 
station, UPVC DG-GCH via combi. 


£134,950 



THE MEWS, BARRY 

Modern end of terraced, driveway to front, living 
room, kitchen, GCH via combi boiler, town centre 
location, no chain. EPC-C. 

£94,950 



PALMER STREET, BARRY 

Extended mid terrace, through living room, sitting 
room, extended fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, 
cot room/study, family bathroom, GCH via combi. 

£108,950 



BURNS CRESCENT, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, kitchen/diner, 
living room, bathroom to Ground floor, separate 
wc to 1 St floor, enclosed rear garden. EPC-D. 

£94,950 



ST BRIDES WAY, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, modern semi detached, living 
room, conservatory, level laid to lawn garden, 
longer than average, driveway. EPC-D. 

£99,950 



ROMILLY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, living/dining, kitchen-utiility 
area, sitting room, stairs to attic/hobby area, velux 
window, to the rear outbuilding, no chain. EPC-E. 

£215,000 


DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, could easily 
extend (sublect to usual planning), two reception 
rooms, front, side & rear gardens. 

£119,950 


DUNRAVEN STREET, BARRY 

Corner positioned, traditional dwelling, living room, 
fitted kitchen, dining room wih vaulted ceilings, two 
bedrooms & family bathroom, rear garden. 

£132,500 


MONTGOMERY ROAD, BARRY 

Semi detached, immaculate condition, three 
bedrooms, far reaching sea views, living room, 
wc/study/utility, kitchen/diner, driveway, refurbished. 

£169,500 


COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional bay fronted detached dwelling, three bed¬ 
rooms, two reception rooms, sun lounge, kitchen, 
lobby, wc cloak, garden, garage/ampfe parking. 

£250,000 


ALL OF THE PROPERTIES BELOW HAVE AGREED SALES RECENTLY 
Call us on 01446 736888 if you want your property sold 
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St Michaels Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Combi GCH 
Southerly Rear 


£172,500 d63 



Llantwit Garden Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Garage 


£159,950 D59 



Cardigan Crescent, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, 2 Receptions 
Southerly Rear 


£224,950 




£189,950 e5o 


£89,950 C78 


St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated and Modernised 
View from the Verandah 


Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms, 

1 St Floor Retirement Flat 
Scheme Manager 



Ty Mawr Gwyn, Flemingston 

5 Beds 4 Recps 
Adjoining Open Fields 
Granny Annex Option 


£350,000 



Byron Court, Llantwit Major 

1 Bedroom 
uPVC + Combi 
1st Floor Flat 


£68,950 C80 



Fitzhamon Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, South Westerly Rear 
Loft Room With Views 


£153,950 C69 



Eagleswell Road, Llantwit Major 

Great Family Value. 

3 Bedrooms. 

UPVC. GCH. 


Wine Street, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Detached 
West End Location 



£129,950 d68 ■ £215,000 e43 



Tathan Crescent, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 
Rarely Available 


£179,950 d59 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Private Garden 


£235,000 e52 


LIys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Southerly Garden 


£187,500 D66 



Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


£345,000 d68 


Cabo Roig, 
Orihuela Costa, 
Costa Blanca South 



3 bed 2 bath 
Penthouse Duplex 

Private parking 

Communal 
swimming pool 

500m from the beach 
Airport - 20 minutes 

£142,950 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 
0800 135 7503 
or email 

spain@chris-davies.co.uk 


WANTED 

Paddock 1 or 2 
acres, close to 
Cowbridge, with 
shelter preferably. 
Cash buyer circa 
£ 20 , 000 . 

Call Christopher 
Davies 

on 01446 791963 
or email 
christopherdavies 
@chris-daviesxo.uk 



Picketston Close, St Athan 


3 Beds 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 
Garage 


£125,000 D63 



Starling Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Open Plan 
Stylish 


£106,950 D68 



St Johns View, St Athan 

2 Double Beds 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear 


£149,000 D62 



Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

_ Large Garden _ 


£115,000 D58 



Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Furnished, One bed. 

Ground Floor Apartment 
C75 

E475 PCM 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Ground Floor, One Bed 
Fully Furnished 
C80 

£475 PCM 

Ash Lane, St Athan 

Two Bedrooms, Kitchen Diner 

Large Garden 

£495 PCM 

Flemingston Road, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms 

Kitchen Diner 

Lawn Garden 

E54 

£495 PCM 

Partridge Road, St Athan 

Two Bedrooms, Electric Shower, 

Large Kitchen Area 
D62 

£495 PCM 

Bullfinch Road, St Athan 
Two Bedrooms, Shower, GCH 
D59 

£495 PCM 

Chestnut Avenue, St Athan 
Two Bedrooms, 

Refurbished Kitchen/Diner 
Additional Attic Room 
E49 

£550 PCM 

Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

Two Double Bedrooms 

Fitted Kitchen 

Enclosed Garden 

D61 

£550 PCM 

Magpie Road, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms, Two Bathrooms 

Driveway 

D57 

£550 PCM 

Lime Grove, St Athan 

Three Bedroom, Conservatory 

Enclosed Rear Garden 

D64 

£550 PCM 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose 
Two Bedrooms, Walk in shower 
Gardens 

E550 PCM 

Heol y Fro, Llantwit Major 
Two Bedrooms, Kitchen/Diner, 

Lovely Rear Garden 
£595 PCM 

Castle Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedrooms, Kitchen Diner 
Off Road Parking 
D59 

£600 PCM 

Picketston Close, St Athan 
Three Bedrooms, 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen, Garage 
D63 

£650 PCM 

Shakespeare Drive, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedrooms, Private Rear Garden 
Gas Central Heating 
C63 

£650 PCM 

Broadway, Cowbridge 
Semi-Detached, Two Bedrooms 
GCH 
C69 

£650 PCM 

Queen Street, Barry 

West End Location, Three Bedrooms 

Shower 

E49 

£650 PCM 

Harbour Road, Barry 
Semi-Detached Victorian Property, 

Five Bedrooms, Original Features 
E46 

£950 PCM 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 

To arrange a viewing call: 
Rebecca on 01446 791965 
Anna on 01446 791967 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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OMf VISION ARE! 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 


SS3 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


Solar’s Snowball 

Blind 1 * Blind 2 * Blind 3 * Blind 4 


10% 


20 % 


30% 



SOLAR DAYTONA 

North Road, Bridgend Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend Barry 

CF313TP Tel: 01446 740842 

Tel: 01656 663800 www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DI GITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVIC ES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 



\014494aH26 Of 07918413 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME I 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS JESV 


C0MPETI1 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


^BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 15 % OFF 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 




smaiiiiiaDQg] ©©Gpwa©©s 


Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
_ www.lst-digital.co.uk 




CONSTRUCTION 

fAe 20 

All aspects of Property Maintenance 
‘ Extensions • Carpentry • Brickwork 
• Plumbing • Plastering 

TO 1446 42I437»M 07847 507008 
kealowconstruction@yahoo.co.uk 
■■www.kealowconstruction.co.uk 



BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

> 3 Vertical 


GRABit 


• Building Contractors 
•Waste Disposal 

• Grab Hire 

• Plant Hire 

• Council Approved 

Contractors ® oi446 700535 
GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS LTD 



BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATNEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaleclampproofing.co.uk 




TOOL& 

PLANT 

HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
LlandowCF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


^ REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: A/fl'UUie- 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 
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BaiLOING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB ’?!»'■ 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmai ntenance .co .uk 


INSURANCE CLAIM? 


Leaking Pipe? Fire Damage? Flood Damage? 
Impacf Damage? Dispute with your insurer? 

All our services are free to you. 

Are your insurers insisting on using their builders? 

We will act on your behalf - we will deal with your insurer. 


CALL OUR TEAM NOW FOR A CHAT 

Tangible Building Solutions Ltd 
0800 328 4188 or 02921 678522 
or visit our website: tangiblebuilding.co.uk 


(7*I25l 


PATIO, 
DRIVEWAY & 
GUTTER 
CLEANING 

Call Tony 
07828 057381 


DRIVEWAY 

CLEANING 



HALF PRICE 


from only £1.95p sq metre 

07767578727 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 




© STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing/Repairs 
• Rendering 
• Driveways 
• Guttering 
01446 489368 


Canterbury 

Carpentry 

Carpentry 
and Building 
Contractors 


All enquiries ’welcome 

07960 005137 


Call 
01446 
774484 

to advertise with The GEM & reach 43,000 
homes from Penarth to Porthcawl 


GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY^ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

WWW. rgriffithscarpentry. com 
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VfILE CARPETS 


aufted^ to- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 
All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 





HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

' No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


jRea/ prices • Real value • Real serviee 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

CaU Gordon ^ 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 
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AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

CHgSBSBSB 


Dog 

cTo Grooming 
*<f,**. Cowbridge, 
CF7I 7UL 
Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
•*j* available 
*01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

fSBEEBB 01446 796905 
07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilford@gmail.eom 

www.eiec.a.«.uk ^ .PoUte • Professtoual 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Ele^^c 


FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
07866 505571 S 
01446 774713 “ 

WWW. kmelectricaluk.co. uk 


r * - Electrical 

L 1 n ■ ■ 1 I L 1 lAlUypes of 


Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 




wSlDOWSi^iSii^ 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

A \ Call Martyn on: 

V ^ 01446 796795 

..Js 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk ^ 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


i@SlCf*(£l©CfLl ©©CrV7a©©S^ 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*Tyeatment Piants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 



Uionijiiele (ianl<ii Ivnicpsi 
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All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels 
& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

M o o I ADVICE 

• New Rubber Seals and insurance 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


porKawrS&sDp' www.bridgendwindows.com 
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01446 

774484 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 

V_✓ 

FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


■vfittfoMf rme uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


'^acp(il©c^ 


NP GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

Multi Award winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

^Driveways *Patios ^Decking ^Fencing * Walling 
*Turfing & artificial grass *Water features & ponds 
www.npgls.co.uk 

f j info@gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 
I 01446 710736 / 07790166480 


LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

^ All tree work undertaken 
^ Lawns & bushes 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE~| 

^ Fencing & gravel patches 
^ All waste & by-products 
removed for free 
^ All jobs considered 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 

www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728137 or 07785 943145 





ihe 


domoDu 


uVn 4 hours call out 


STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


' Interior/Exterior 
' Clean, Friendly 
' Professional 
' No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 



TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

\ City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


...Hedges, Lawns, Clearance, 

Gutters, Jet Washing, Landscaping . 
Est 2002 Tel: 07866 544 951 


Uortkultfrs 


Br Utd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 

• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 






cm m 


Ton 8144S 77I8U 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

s HH 


07891 965150 

0 A-(v 00 S 
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01446 

774484 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


-I— 


by 


_ Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreflfeU@hotmail. CO. uk 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


• h 

Daviiti 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Bridge Vale Hiee Sbo/keg 

Cnonialictc in felling, pruning, 

OllCbldllblb III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 11385? 
SITE CLEARANCE or 01921 902129 


J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 

Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 

Treefelling • Jet Washing 

Loose Decorative Gravel 

Plus much more: 


01446 402765 or 0754011 7474 


I WWW. ratedpeople.conn/profile/J n-and-son-gardening | 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree feUing • Dangerous tree work 
PoUarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 
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K&A Handyman i 


“A Jamily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


The GEM call 

01446 774484 
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35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers lasso 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


klD0i)[b3CrQg] ©©Cf^v3©©^ 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing‘Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Connpetitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 





• NO call out charge 


DOMESTIC 

• Flexible hours 


PLUMBING SERVICE 

• No job too small 


Repairs • Installation 

llAiQM s 

0U4a«tif7i 


Service • Tiling 

07876 506982 *Bl 

Mm orff mieta 


01446 740176 53440 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ 11 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
"Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 ^ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 


I P EOWA.RD1S 

pi-ufviaiMO & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


790127 0771900SS29 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230T4T 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 



Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Connpetitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 



SEABREEZE 

KITCHENS 

(Over 25 years experience) 


DESIGN 

SUPPLY 

INSTALL 


r yo 

KITCHEN 
RENOVATION 


We deliver the complete package! Call Rowley 

on 07463 174736 or 01446 794458 

rdhiscocks@gmail.com 


LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


MlJI'LT*r»i.t.lll'lA 

■KSISSESjIII 

01446 719555 
V 07798 501267 ) 


Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

w w w.catsey esdri vingschool .co .uk 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jq^ 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 




Call 01446 
774484 to 
advertise 
with The 
GEM 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


©OoaoLiacLigi 


Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 

Solar Panels Cleaned 


S. 




Bookings now being taken in advance 

Don’t lose up to £420 a year with dirty 
panels. Panels recommended to be 
cleaned twice a year for efficiency. 

Professional pure water fed streak free 
system used. 

Conservatories and gutters also cleaned. 

Please visit our site for more info: www.valesas.co.uk 
rel or Text 07546318460 • 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


1f33ciLig]712/©2cf'®®DLQ3 


Bonny TUer\ 


^ Lewis & Lewis” 

Cowbiidge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK A 

GUARANTEED ^ 

Tel: 07966 265912 
.Mob: 07846 255457* 


®®®{f3CQg) ©©Gfw3©(®3 


101446 4048381 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

vwvw.silveyroofing.co.uk 

l^nric 



FIREWOOD 


S«<fi»rinfr| A r>lH0 

Coil 01446 771567 
for txjik winter Oenls 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Tcfict^ Ur#! 41, 

H.#-* 

cr7i r— 

WWW.tOP^tdK CO ok 


lopstak 




WANTED 

DEAD DR ALIVE 
CARS & VANS 


Fast, friendly service 


Free Collection 


TRJkDIMG 

• McT failures 

• Insurance write offs 

• Accident damaged 

• Up to £5000 paid 
® Anything considered, give us a call 

• Registered with Environment Agency & Council 
01446 500229 or 07531 782162 


RECOVERY a TRANSPORT SERVICE AVAILARLE 




SBS SALVAGE LTD 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 




GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


- ^ Barry’s newest car 

^ clismantling facility gaWffiW?™ 

registered with the 

' environment agency, DVLA 

» & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s_ '''' _J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,009 Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper/^Lead, • All grades of metal taken 

Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALL US TODAYwww.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 

collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 
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Optical Assistant / Receptionist 

Part time position avaiiabie, based in 
Liantwit Major. Appiicants wiii ideaiiy be 
personabie, have good IT skiiis and abie to 
work efficientiy as part of a team. 

Experience preferred aithough training 
wiii be provided. 

Piease emaii CV’s to 
nina@ninadaviesopticians.co.uk 


Springfield Soft Fruit Ltd 

is seeking to recruit 

Seasonal Production Horticulture 
Workers for our Welsh site at 
Springfield Nursery, Llandow 


We will provide you with a seasonal ‘zero hour’ 
contract role as a worker in our strawberry 
production facility. Training in all tasks that we 
request you to carry out, these may include but 
not be limited to: strawberry picking, plant 
maintenance & general maintenance. 

The work is manual and physically demanding, but 
mostly indoor in a large glasshouse, also in the 
early morning, often from sunrise. 

We offer £6.31 per hour basic for up to 40 hours 
per week, an attractive, picking target-related, 
bonus scheme and the opportunity of an early start 
and early finish depending on seasonal variations. 
Please apply at www.sagroup.co.uk and click on 
‘seasonal work’. Closing date is March 31st, 2014. 


Highly respected 
charity requires 

CARE 

WORKERS 

to support oider 
peopie in the 
Penarth area, 
particuiariy evenings 
& weekends. 

A car, driving licence and 
CRB checks are 
necessary for the job. Full 
training provided, plus 
favourable rates of pay. 

Tel: 029 20 700057 

(option 2) 

E-Mail: business® 
crossroads-vale.org. u k 

Reg. Charity No. 1061381 


BRINSONS 

Part Time 
Property 
Administrator 

3 days per week 
including Saturday 

CVS to 

audrey.clemenger 
@ brinsons.co.uk 


Why not advertise your trade 
in the GEM pages & reach 
potential Vale customers. 

Call 01446 774484 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


HYETT 

Suzanne (Suzie) 

On 21st March 2014, aged 65 years, passed away 
peacefully at home within the love and care of her 
family. Reunited with her beloved husband Peter, 
much loved mum of Sally and Helen and a 
devoted grandma. Sadly missed by all her family 
and friends. 

Service Bournemouth Crematorium on 
Thursday, 27th March at 2.00pm. Family flowers 
only please, if desired donations made payable to 
“Shelter” may be sent do George Scott Funeral 
Services, 15 Somerset Road, Boscombe, BH7 6JH. 
Tel. 01202 395827 




W. A Brown Son 


Dlt«e«ort 





W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 
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VAX Rapide Ultimate 

Carpet Cleaner 

with Stair Hose 
& Tools. 12 months 
old. (Hand injury 
forces sale) 

£100 

01446 701101 


Two Mobility 
Scooters 

Excellent condition 
- like new. 

Kymco Maxi L, 

35 mile range. 

Kymco Maxi, 

22 mile range. 

Both 8mph. 

Offers 

07968 164285,,,, 


Up and Over Hermann 

Garage Door 

(Steel) 

2200mm wide x 
1900mm high incl. 
Steel Frame 

£125 ono 
02920 709513^ 3 


PC Trolley with Shelf 

Size: 75cm H, 70cm W, 
55cm D. Light pine & 
beech effect. As new £45. 
Swivel Office Chair 
Black/Grey, padded. 

As new £35. 

Fiymo Eiectric 
Lawnmower 
Turbo Compact 300, 
Good condition £35. 
01446 792112 


Dining Table 

Beech effect 
rectangle dining table, 
plus 4 faux black 
leather chairs £55. 

19inTechnica 

Slimline TV/DVD 
Combo £35. 

Coai Effect 
Electric Fire 

Black with brass 
surround £35. 

Red Shagpiie 
Rug 

140cm X 195cm £20. 

01446 793247 


Mobility 

Scooter 

Kymco Midi ‘X for U’ 
model. Less than 12 
months old. Only used 
twice - perfect condition. 

£850 ono 
01446 410056 

(ask for Chris) 12/13 


Private Sale 

4 Bed Detaclied 
Family House 

Highlit Park 
BARRY 

Viewing recommended. 

07840 690319 
07513 597174 


Oriental Carved 
Drinks Cabinet, 
Recliner Chair, 

2 Seater Sofa, 
Kitchen Cabinet 

for further 
information ring 

01446 720592,^,3 


Shoprider 
Sovereign 
Deluxe Scooter 

Extra wide, dark red, 
lights and front basket, 
hardly used. 

£450 ono 

01446 792831 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 
07885 251742 


Betty Walton ^ 

Betty would like to thank 
the staff at the Filco store 
in Liantwit Major for their 
help after her collapse on 
Friday. 


Happy Birthday 
^ DON JOHN 



2ncl April 


ft rl w d s at Tha QB 




Happy 80th Birthday 
• on 27th March « 

Lots of love 
from Marilyn, 

Will, Sammie & Jamie. 

V J 


WANTED 

GARAGE 
TO RENT 

Near/On Barry 
Island, for 
medium size car. 
07721 531965 


FOUND. 

Ginger Persian Cat 
Very friendly, 

Gladstone Road 
area of Barry 

01446 410540 
07828 000109 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL • CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 


Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblyqu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:Rhif y cais: 2014/00245/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Installation of 8 No. outdoor condenser units to the 

rear elevation first floor 

Location:/Lleoliad: Speesavers Opticians, 10, Windsor Road, Penarth 

Conservation Area:/ 

Ardal Gadwraeth Penarth 


landscaping and all ancillary enabling works. 

The proposal has been submitted with an environmental statement which 
can be inspected at the address given below. Members of the public may 
obtain copies of the environmental statement at a charge of £20.00 for the 
Non-Technical Summary, £100.00 for Volume 1 : ES main Text and figures, 
£150.00 for Volume 2 and 3 : ES Appendices or £20.00 for full copy 
(Volumes 1 and 2 with NTS) of the ES on CD from Environmental 
Planning Barton Willmore, 7 Soho Square, London W1D 30B so long as 
stocks last. 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2014/00246/ADV 

Proposed alterations to shopfront signage 
Speesavers Cpticians, 10, Windsor Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


Application(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cvffredinol 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2014/00242/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Development of 62 residential dwellings, open space, 

sustainable urban drainage, vehicular and pedestrian 
accesses, landscaping and related infrastructure and 
engineering works 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land to the rear of St David's Primary School, 

Colwinston 


May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2014/00247/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Retrospective application for the excavation of 3 

ponds/basins 

Location:/Lleoliad: The Barley Field, The Lawns, Cwrt yr Ala Road, 

Cardiff 


Departure from Development Plan / 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblyqu 

Application No:/Rhif y cais: 2014/00242/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Development of 62 residential dwellings, open space, 

sustainable urban drainage, vehicular and pedestrian 
accesses, landscaping and related infrastructure and 
engineering works 

Location:/Lleoliad: Land to the rear of St David's Primary School, 

Colwinston 


A pplication(s) with Environmental Statement/ 

Cais (au) qyda Datqaniad Amqylcheddol 

NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 8 
Proposed development at Land 
south of Junction 34, M4, Hensol. 

I give notice that Renishaw PLC is applying to The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council for Planning Permission to Cutline planning permission with all 
matters reserved except for access, for development comprising class B1, 
B2 and B8 uses; a hotel/residential training centre (class C1/C2); and 
ancillary uses within class A1, A2, A3; associated engineering and ground 
modelling works and infrastructure, car parking, drainage and access for 
all uses; provision of infrastructure (including energy centre(s)); 


Members of the public may inspect copies of: 

• The application. 

• The plans. 

• The environmental statement. 

• ether documents submitted with the application. 

at the address given below during all reasonable hours until 17 April, 2014. 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about this application should 
write to the Head of Planning and Transportation at the address given 
below by 17 April 2014 quoting reference 2014/00228/E AC. 

HYSBYSIAD O DAN ERTHYGL 8 
Datblygiad arfaethedig yn Land 
south of Junction 34, M4, Hensol 

Hysbysir trwy hyn Renishaw PLC n gwneud cais i Gyngor Bro Morgannwg 
am Ganiatad Cynllunio ar gyfe Cutline planning permission with all matters 
reserved except for access, for development comprising class B1, B2 and 
B8 uses; a hotel/residential training centre (class C1/C2); and ancillary 
uses within class A1, A2, A3; associated engineering and ground 
modelling works and infrastructure, car parking, drainage and access for 
all uses; provision of infrastructure (including energy centre(s)); 
landscaping and all ancillary enabling works 

Cafodd y cynnig ei gyflwyno gyda datganiad amgylcheddol sydd ar gael 
i’w ddarllen yn y eyfeiriad isod. Caiff aelodau o’r cyhoedd brynu copiau o’r 
datganiad am £20.00 for the Non-Technical Summary, £100.00 for Volume 
1 : ES main Text and figures, £150.00 for Volume 2 and 3 : ES Appendices 
or £20.00 for full copy (Volumes 1 and 2 with NTS) of the ES on CD oddi 
wrth/o Environmental Planning Barton Willmore, 7 Soho Square, London 
W1D 30B tra bydd y stoc ar gael. 

Caiff aelodau o’r cyhoedd hefyd ddarllen copiau o’r: 

• cais; 

• cynlluniau; 

• datganiad amgylcheddol; 

• dogfennau eraill a gyflwynwyd gyda’r cais, 

yn y eyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau rhesymau tan 17 april, 2014. 

Dylai unrhyw un sydd am wneud sylwadau ar y cais ysgrifennu at 
Bennaeth Cynllunio a Chludiant y cyngor (gwelwch y dudalen ar waelod y 
dudalen) erbyn 17 April 2014 an ddyfynnu’r cyfeirnod 2014/00228/E AC. 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y eyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogoniine.pianning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 27 March, 2014 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Controi, 

Vaie of Giamorgan Councii, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Point-to-Point season gets off to a fine start 
as Glamorgan Hunt hosts Ystradowen meet 








PHOTOGRAPHS 

by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage .co. uk 

V_ _/ 


THE point-to- 
point season 
kicked off in the 
Vale last Saturday 
(March 22) with 
the Glamorgan 
Hunt-organised 
event at 

Ystradowen. 

The stand-out 
performance on the 
day came from 
Ogmore’s Nick 

Williams, who 

notched up his 150th 
point-to-point win. 

He took the young 
horse maiden race on 
Once In A Lifetime. 

It was a great day 
too for Tenby rider 
John Matthias, who 
crossed the line first in 
each of the first three 
races. 

For a full report on 
the day’s racing, see 
Brian Lee on page 37. 

*Photographs: 

All images by Glyn 
Evans except those 
marked which are 
by Lauren Yeoman. 


The Glamorgan 
Hunt took the 
hounds on a 
^parade lap^ in 
between the races. 
See picture at 
top of page). 
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MARIA’S TASTE FOR ADVENTURE LEADS 
TO A STUNNING NEW WORLD RECORD 


EVERYONE likes a 
bit of adventure in 
their lives but Maria 
Leijerstam, from 
Bonvilston in the 
Vale, has spent her 
life taking it much 
further than 

average! 

It all culminated 
recently when, in 
January, after four years 
of planning, she set a new 
world record by cycling 
to the South Pole! 

It was an immense 
effort, and she suffered 
from more than just the 
extreme cold, as an injury 
to her patella (knee cap) 
meant that she had to 
continued pedalling 
through excruciating 
pain. 

TV viewers last week 
watched Prince Harry 
and his fellow walkers on 
the ‘Walking with the 
Wounded’ team endure 
similar hardship at the 
South Pole, but Maria 
had a much closer view. 

She explained: “To 
start my cycle ride, I flew 
in on a Hercules from 
Cape Town to the 
Russian Antarctic Station 
at the South Pole. 

“Prince Harry and his 
walkers were waiting 
there, because they were 
flying home on the same 
plane.” 

“We spent 10 minutes 
talking, and he was keen 
to find out about my 
challenge - but he was 
also keen to get home!” 

Once Prince Harry had 
flown out, Maria and her 
revolutionary ice cycle 
were taken in a specially 
adapted truck to the 
starting point - and then 
it was up to Maria to 
make it back - across 650 
kilometres of frozen 
wasteland, very little of 
which was flat and easy 
terrain. 

Maria explained: “The 
South Pole is at 3,000 
metres, and you have a 
choice of routes. It’s a 
question of which glacier 
you choose to ascend.” 

From the original race 
to the South Pole between 
Capt Scott and 
Amundsen, the choice of 
route has always been 
important - and so it was 
for Maria. 

She had rivals as well, 
two other (male) teams 
who were aiming to cycle 
to the Pole but, truth be 
told, it was no race at all, 
as Maria's astonishing 
time of 10 days, 14 hours 
and 56 minutes totally 
eclipsed the opposition! 

The secret of her 
success lay in her own 
determination and in four 
years of planning. One 
key factor was the time 
Maria spent with Inspired 
Cycle Engineering of 
Cornwall, the company 
which designed her cycle. 

The design, enabling 
her to lie back and pedal, 
helped her cope with the 
strong winds - very 
important because the 
prevailing wind direction 
was against! 

The tricycle design 
was crucial, giving her 
much more stability over 
rough terrain. She also 
spent a time asking 




by PHILIP IRWIN 


research stations in the 
area for help in mapping 
out a route. The Antarctic 
is not extensively 
mapped, and it was a 
question of piecing 
together a route from 
partial information from a 
number of sources. 

Planning an Antarctic 
adventure comes with a 
great deal of bureaucracy 
and rules. Maria had a 
total of three interviews 
before being granted a 
visa, and then came the 
rules governing any 
Antarctic travel - a 
mixture of the bizarre and 
the scary. 

For instance, the 
official advice for anyone 
going to the area for a 
time is to have your 
appendix removed! There 
is no guarantee, you see, 
that a surgeon could get 
to you in time. 

Another (very) 

surprising rule concerns 
disposing of any waste 
products that you 
generate. A radius of 100 
km from the South Pole is 
to be kept ‘pure’ - and no 
waste at all can be buried 
there. Outside the 100km 
mark, you are allowed to 
bury waste - both 
packaging and ‘natural’. 

It means that the 
unique environment is 
protected. Maria 

explained: “It is a world 
where nothing lives, and 
there are no smells at aU - 
just ice and glaciers 
stretching as far as you 
can see.” 

Over the 10 days that 
Maria was cycling, she 
was pedalling for up to 17 
hours a day, burning 
4,000 calories during that 
time. Food was dried, and 
so she needed to light a 
stove and melt ice to 
prepare it - something 
that takes several hours - 
and this leaves little time 
for unpacking a tent and 
getting some sleep. 

This is where Maria's 
passion for adventure 
racing was a huge help. 
She discovered the sport 
in her early 20s, while at 
university, and it 
combines running, 
cycling and kayaking 
over wide areas, 
frequently over six or 
seven days, with very 
limited opportunities for 
sleep. 


Maria explained: 
“Adventure racing 
involves teams of four - 
three boys and a girl. The 
girl is jokingly known as 
‘compulsory baggage’ 
but the truth is that we 
have greater powers of 
endurance. The boys go 
off faster but suffer 
more”. 

On a typical six-day 
race, the team will grab 
about two hours of sleep 
a night, on average, and 
in the later stages, sleep- 
deprivation causes 
hallucinations! 

Surprisingly, Maria 
was not particularly 
sporty in school. She 
played tennis but not 
much else. However, at 
university she joined the 
Officers' Training Corps 
and discovered she 
enjoyed testing herself on 
physical challenges. 

She didn’t neglect her 
studies, though, and 
gained a maths degree, 
which led to her working 
for BA Systems on 
calibrating missile 
guidance systems. 

The adventure racing 
became a passion, and 
this has taken her all over 
the world - from Russia 
to Patagonia. She is now 
back in the Vale, 
managing the family’s 
deer estate in Bonvilston, 
and promoting her ‘mini 
bum’ series of races. 

These are mini 
versions of adventure 
racing, and are tailored 
for families, where a 
family team will cycle, 
mn and kayak in the 
countryside. Maria says 
that is a great opportunity 
for parents to do 
something active with 
their children. 

Is Maria settled in the 
Vale now? Well, the Ice 
Cycle Challenge to the 
South Pole has left her in 
debt, so she is aiming to 
recoup those costs with 
talks to corporate clients. 

However, she is toying 
with one more big 
adventure - which is very 
hush hush at the 
moment. 

For information on the 
Burn Series, go to 
www.burnseries .CO .uk, 
and for details of 
speaking engagements, 
visit 
www.whiteicecycle .com 


Are you ready 
for some local 
family 
adventures? 
Then join the 
Vale’s own 
world record 
holder, 

Maria 

Leijerstam 

in next 
week’s GEM! 

Starting exclusively 
in next week^s 
GEM^ Maria 
Leijerstam will be 
setting our readers 
simple adventures 
each week that the 
whole family can 
take part in, leading 
up to the summer. 
Make it your 
mission to have a 
calendar full of 
adventures in 2014. 
Full details 
www.burnseries.co. 
uk/youradventure 
and see next week^s 
GEM for the first 
adventure! 






A brief Royal 
Antartic 
encounter; 
Maria 
disembarks 
her flight and 
is greeted by 
an eager 
Prince Harry^ 
who is 
looking 
forward to 
boarding! 
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New Volvo has plenty of high-tech features 


L aser radar 
sounds like 
something off 
a sci-fi thriller but 
we’re actually 
talking about 
technology fitted to 
Volvo cars, those 
traditionally staid 
and dull vehicles, 
favoured by the flat 
cap brigade. 

Today’s hip and 
trendy Volvo s are 
anything but and are 
packed with 

sophisticated technology 
that keeps the brand at 
the forefront of car 
design and manufacture. 
Its laser radar systems 
are a key ingredient. 

I’m testing the V40 


D3 R-Design, a 
performance five-door 
hatchback and it’s fitted 
with an intelligent yet 
simple to operate cruise 
control. As you might 
expect, this keeps the car 
travelling at the desired 
speed but unlike most 
systems it also measures 
the distance of the car in 
front. 

This ensures that it 
keeps the Volvo at a safe 
distance behind. It does 
this by automatically 
braking and accelerating 
thanks to the information 
relayed by its clever 
laser radar. 

This distance can be 
changed from reasonably 
close to quite far away, 
depending on driving 
conditions. 


In theory, this is a 
valuable tool that should 
mean that the driver can 
relax. Not so though. My 
test takes place in 
torrential downpours and 
high winds and I 
discover that the radar is 
not infallible. 

This becomes 
particularly noticeable 
while at 70mph round a 
bend on a dual 
carriageway. The Volvo 
is in the outside lane but 
on approaching the bend 
there is a car on the 
inside and the radar 
picks this up and brakes 
abruptly, despite there 
being no cars in front of 
me. This annoys me and 
I cancel the function. 

On another occasion, 
we are on a straight road 


by TIM SAUNDERS 



The Volvo V40 D3 R-Design 


League success for 
Vale under-12 girls! 



lit 
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THE Vale Dragons under-12 
girls team were recently 
celebrating after two wins on 
Sunday, March 23, secured the 
league division two title. 

The team, coached by David and 
Mica Baffin, have developed superbly 
over the season, having been placed 
into division two of the under-12 South 
Wales Girls League in November. 

The team has gone on to record an 
impressive 13 victories, five draws and 
just one defeat from their 19 games, 
with one week of the season to go. 

This is an excellent achievement for 
a young team that were only put 
together in the summer of 2013, and 
with half the players playing football 


for the first time. 

The club has enjoyed a very strong 
season at under-12 level, with the 
under-12 Vale Athletic team winning 
the Futsal Cup and also competing at 
the top of division one, which 
highlights the progress the club is 
making after just two years in 
operation. 

The club is about the launch its 
summer recruitment programme for 
new players and anyone wanting to get 
involved should contact Luke Williams 
on 07832 273688 or email 

valegirlsfc @ gmail .com. 

More information is available on the 
club website valegirlsfc.co.uk. 

LW 


and high winds cause a 
flashing red warning bar 
on the driver’s side of 
the dashboard to light up 
- accompanied by a 
really loud beep - for 
absolutely no reason 
whatsoever. My sleeping 
children wake up. 

High side winds seem 
to completely throw the 
radar and despite there 
being no traffic in front, 
the Volvo brakes sharply 
from 70mph to 50mph. 

That said, this cruise 
control is quite 


impressive when you 
bear in mind that it can 
be set at say, 50mph, and 
if a sharp incline appears 
the resulting gear change 
does not cancel out the 
cruise control. Often this 
is the case in many other 
vehicles. 

Another safety feature 
is the blind spot 
information system. 
There’s a little light on 
the inside of the wing 
mirror that glows red 
whenever a vehicle 
appears in the blind spot. 


This is useful, 
because the design is 
prone to blind spots, 
especially at the rear 
making it a little 
awkward to reverse but 
there are helpful sensors 
fitted that bleep to alert 
the driver of nearby 
obstacles. 

As a driver’s car, the 
Volvo is engaging and 
the R-Design model, 
which comes with big 
alloys, a smooth power 
delivery for a diesel and 
a low chassis, comers 
really well. 

To give it a good mn I 
drive it to Sandbanks, 
Poole, West Stafford 
near Dorchester and a 
lovely little village near 
Didcot, Oxford. All are 
places we had not visited 
before, so why not? 

With an average fuel 
consumption of over 
65mpg it will easily 
cover over 600 miles on 


its 60-litre tank. It is 
fitted with engine 
start/stop. These 
relatively long journeys 
in generally heavy 
lashing rain allow me to 
experience the car in the 
worst conditions. 

At one point it rains 
so heavily that even with 
the wipers on the fastest 
speed it is impossible to 
see and thankfully traffic 
eventually slows to a 
crawl. 

I find the leather 
sports seats too hard and 
not supportive enough 
for my lower back and 
there is a disappointing 
lack of a footrest for the 
driver’s left foot. I 
stmggle with operating 
the heating because both 
left and right sides of the 
car are operated from a 
single dial near the 
driver - the switch that’s 
incorporated has to be 
pushed once for left and 


again for right. 

It’s all a bit confusing 
for a simple soul when 
they’re focusing on the 
road, so luckily my wife 
is there to operate the 
more technical things. 

The boot is large 
enough for our single 
pushchair. 

This ISObhp 2-litre 
diesel is a gutsy car that 
has enough power when 
required. Finished to a 
high standard, the sound 
of the engine can be 
heard on tick over, 
which does alert the 
occupants to the fact that 
they’re in a diesel. 

Facts at a glance: 
Volvo V40 D3 R- 
Design, New price: 
£31,780. 

0-60mph: 9.1 secs, 

Top speed: 130mph, 
Economy: 65.7mpg, 
Fuel capacity: 60 
litres. 


Good day out for JSTKD students! 



Back row (left to right): Chris Edwards, Ashton Curnick, Menna 
Burmingham, Lynne Doel. 

Front row (left to right): Rhys Doel, Josh Edwards, Sean Edwards, 
Harri Burmingham. 





Full Dealer Service 
Parts & Repairs 


3.5 Ton Towing 
Capacity 
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All prices plus 
VAT & Road 
Fund Licence 
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STUDENTS from 
Vale-based JSTKD 
Martial Arts & 
Fitness excelled at 
the recent English 
Tae Kwon Do 
Championships 
held in Worcester. 

Ashton Curnick (13), 
who will be heading 
with the Welsh team to 
the European Tae Kwon 
Do Championships later 
this month, fought 
magnificently to win 
gold, becoming the 
English champion in the 
green belt lightweight 
division. 

His Welsh team¬ 
mates, Menna 
Burmingham (10) and 
Harri Burmingham 
(nine) also fought well 
in their respective 
divisions but missed out 
on the medals this time 
around. 

Eurther medal success 
came from the team’s 
youngest member, Sean 
Edwards (six) who 
narrowly missed out on 
gold after a close-run 
contest in the final. 

After a brave battle, he 
eventually took the 
silver in the tiny tots 
yellow belt division. 

Rhys Doel (10) who 
is the current Welsh 
pee wee division 
champion, moved up to 
the boys’ lightweight red 
belt category this time. 
He started strongly. 


displaying excellent 
head kicks in the first 
round but just lost out in 
the second despite 
continuing to exhibit 
some solid skills. 

It was a similar story 
for team mate Josh 
Edwards who also 
fought well in the earlier 
rounds before going out 
of the tournament. 

Not to be outdone, the 
adults were also 
determined to make their 
mark with Lynne Doel 
winning the silver in the 
ladies’ light heavyweight 
division. Lynne did 
particularly well 
considering she only 
took up Tae Kwon Do 
less than two years ago 
after watching her 
children train at the club. 

Chris Edwards and 
Simon Morgan, both 
novices, fought in the 
men’s middleweight 
division and although 
doing well, did not 
progress to the finals. 

Joseph Schembri, 
head instructor, praised 
his students’ 
achievements, 
commenting: “The team 
did brilliantly and we are 
now looking forward to 
building on our success 
at the Welsh 

Championships in May.” 

For further details of 
JSTKD’s classes in 
Barry and throughout 
the Vale visit 
www.istkd.co.uk. 

VW 


Barrivale 
bridge club 

LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club, March 18: 

1st Kay Dyer and Denis Mottram 63.89 per cent; 
joint 2nd Lyn Matthews and Alan Jones and Irene 
Thomas and Jane Brook 56.28. Vivien Liles and 
Hilary Laurence won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale; if 
you would like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425, or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 


We welcome your reports, 
news and other items of 
interest - email us at: 

gemeditorial@ tindlenews .co .u/c 
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THRILLS AND SPILLS 
AT YSTRADOWEN! 


THERE were plenty of spills and thrills 
for the huge crowd at the Glamorgan 
Hunt Point-To-Point Steeplechases at 
Ystradowen on Saturday where Ogmore's 
Nick Williams rode his 150th winner 
between-the-flags {see pictures on page 
34). 

Nick took the young horse maiden race on Once 
In A Lifetime, a six-year-old bay gelding which won 
by one-and-a-half lengths from Our Difference. 

Williams, who has also ridden plenty of winners 
under rules, won the Horse & Hound Cup at 
Stratford on Torduff Express in 2004 two years after 
his older brother Christian had been successful on 
Primaticcio in 2002. 

The first three races all went to Tenby's John 
Mathias. He won on CanSheTrain (Members), 
Brooklyn Heights (Aged Maiden) and Captain 
Scarlett (Confined). Robert Jones’ CanSheTrain was 
an easy winner but both Brooklyn Heights and 
Captain Scarlett could be considered lucky winners. 

Brooklyn Heights was behind Barney Dunne 
(Bradley Gibbs) who looked to have his race in the 
bag, only to stumble at the last fence and Captain 
Scarlett looked beaten when PatrickTom Boru, who 
led going to the last, collided with a marker. 
PatrickTom Boru’s rider, Evan David, was airlifted 
to hospital. 

Amber Griffiths is the trainer of CanSheTrain and 
Brooklyn Heights but Captain Scarlett is trained by 
Wick’s Robbie Llewellyn for his father Gary, who 
was visiting the winner’s enclosure for the first time 
in around 10 years. 

Kris Hanmer, aged 23, who rides out for 
Aberthin’s Tim Vaughan, won the mixed open race 
on Andrew Quick’s grey Sangfroid a former inmate 
of Tim Vaughan’s yard. 

Sangfroid, who is not the easiest of rides, won by 
two lengths from the favourite Cock Of The Rock 
and his rider did well to win on him as the horse has 
been awarded the infamous Timeform squiggle - 
which means he is unreliable. 

Mr Quick, mine host of The Greendown Inn, is 
also to be congratulated on getting the 10-year-old 
back to his winning ways. He says the horse will 
now run in the Bonhams Hunter Chase at 
Cheltenham on April 30. 

Pyle’s David Brace OBE, who owns Cock Of The 
Rock, saw his promising home-bred five-year-old 


Dbobe, well ridden by Bradley Gibbs, win the 
restricted race by two lengths from Neighbours 
Lady. 

RESULTS: 

Members: CanSheTrain (John Mathias) 5-1; 
Young Horse Maiden: Brooklyn Heights (John 
Mathais) 2-1; Confined .-Captain Scarlett (John 
Mathias) 16-1; Mixed Open: Sangfroid (Kris 
Hanmer) 7-1; Restricted: Dbobe (Bradley Gibbs) 4- 
1 co-favourite; Maiden: Once In A Lifetime (Nick 
Williams) 9-4 favourite. 

The Monmouthshire Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases take place at Llanvapley this Saturday 
(first race 1pm); racegoers should note that the first 
of the two pony races will be run at 11am. 

BRIAN LEE 


Petanque season 
starts with triples 


THE Stuart Clarke 
Cup triples 

competition opened 
the 2014 petanque 
season on Sunday, 
March 15, at the 
Wenvoe PC. 

Congratulations to the 
winning team RBB, 
comprising Jean-Yves 
Robic (Penarth PC), Phil 
Bradshaw and Ian Bailey 
(both of the Monkstone 
Inn PC), who won all six 
of their games to take this 
year’s Stuart Clarke Cup. 

In second place were 
the team of Gemma 
Poster, Jake Caston (both 
of the Wheatsheaf PC) 
and Bob Pugh 
(Wenvoe PC). 

A special 

congratulations must go 
to the team of Valerie and 
Robert Palconer and 


John Thorn (all from the 
Penarth PC) who 
finished third after 
beating some extremely 
experienced teams. 

It was good to see 
some new faces taking 
part in the competition, 
especially a team from 
Monmouth PC. 

The National 

Veterans’ Championship 
took place on Sunday, 
March 23, again at 
the Wenvoe PC. The 
winners of this year’s 
National Championship 
will be invited to 
represent Wales at the 
European Veterans’ 
Championship in Lulela, 
Sweden, between June 
27/28. 

Everyone is welcome 
to come and watch and 
learn more about this 
great sport. 

JS 


The only pick-up to 
can7 a 6 year warranty* 
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EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


FREE SPRING CHECK 

CALL INTO ETB FOR YOUR FREE SPRING SAFETY CHECK! 


amDCESTone 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl 
195/65 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl 
205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone TOOl 
225/45 YR17 Bridgestone SOOl 
225/40 YR18 Bridgestone SOOl XL 


Price 

£5630 

£6330 

£7130 

£9730 

£115.00^ 


►getyoi 


rCHANSFIT. 

VRES CHECKEDTFiQiR FREE! 


GOODYEAR DUNLOP 
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195/65 VR 15 

205/55 VR 16 


GOODYEAR rm 

EfficientGrip £01.95 

GOODYEAR 

EfficientGrip 

£6895 

195/55 HR 16 

205/55 VR 16 


GOODYEAR 

DUNLOP 

£6895 

Excellence A A 

RunOnFlat £W.50 

L _ 

BluResponse 


EXHAUSTS 

To fit Ford Ko 1.3 '02-'08 —OII 
Rear Silencer (154-123) only £OV.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WARRANTY _ A ^ 
(UK063E)only £47.95 


rrrres 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

205/S5WR16AvonZV5 £64.95 

215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 X/L £85.95 
225/45WR17AvonZV5X/L £88.95 
225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L £99.95 

WINTER SPECIALS 

195/65 HR 15 Avon Ice 205/55 HR 16 Avon Ice 

£69.95 £79.95 


STANDARD TYRES from 

^£ 31.95 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY £31.95 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^ £ 38.50 

185/65HR14. 

185/65HR15. 

195/65HR15. 

FROM ONLY £38.50 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^£ 39.95 


185/55VR15. FROM 

195/50VR15. FROM 

195/65VR15. FROM 

205/55VR16. FROM 


ONLY £41 .00 
ONLY £42 .50 
ONLY £39.95 
ONLY £44 .95 


ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 


£ 47.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 
AU INCLUSIVE PRICES WIYH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


205/55WR16. FROM ONLY £47.95 

215/55WR16. FROM ONLY £53.95 

225/45WR17. FROM ONLY £49.95 

225/40WR18. FROM ONLY £ 49 .' 


Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 

Barry AA 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 



271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA ( 
CF11 8TT TT 

029 20 382644 
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• NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, very nice example 

£4.495 



54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto 

In silver with leather, sat nav, air scarf 
etc, stylish convertable 

£8,995 


55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 


58 VAUXHALL Astra T .9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6,495 


10 RENAULT Scenic 1.5 DCi Privilege 

Met silver, 44,000 miles, 1 owner 

£7,495 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 
Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high spec 

£19,995 



57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 

In red, 3-dr, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£3,995 



LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, 
Automatic, 7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 58,000 

miles, high spec .£19,995 

MERCEDES C200 CDi Blue Efficiencv Executive SE. 
In white, with black leather trim, 28,000 miles .£14,995 
SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 
41,000 miles with leather trim .£12^95 

60 MERCEDES B160 Sport (Blue Efficiency). In black, 
25,000 miles, on offer at ... . . .£10,495 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 
nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at.£8,995 

10 FORD Mondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-Dr. In silver, 31,000 

miles, usual refinements.£8,995 

11 KIA Venga 2 1.6 Automatic. In red, 20,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, p/sensors.£8,695 

11 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 7-seater. In 
ice blue metallic, 27,000 miles, f owner .£8,495 

11 VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 mile^ 
fantastic value at.£7,995 

10 RENAULT Scenic 1.5 DCi Priveiege. In met silver, 

44,000 miles, 1 owner .£7,495 

59 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi Active + In black, 26,000 

miles, 1 owner, diesel, 7-seater.£7,495 

03 BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 
86,000 miles, nice example at.£6,995 

56 FORDS-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 
82,000 miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

11 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr. In electric 

blue, 32,000 mTles, good looking car at .£6,795 

60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG .£6,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

08 MINI Cooper. In oxigen blue with white roof, 59,000 
miles, 1 owner with stbp/start .£6,495 

59 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New sh^^ 

62,000 miles, in met silver .£5,695 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 mile^ 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

I 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 
:, 1 lady ow ' ' " " " 


04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles. £4,295 

04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel. In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,295 

07 FORD Focus 1 .6 Zetec 5-Dr. In met grey, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc.£4,295 

MINI Cooper. In chilli red with black roof, alloys, c/d etc, 

superb value at.£4,295 

53,000 mile^ 
£4,295 


04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel. In speed blue, 
1 owner 


09 CHEVROLET Aveo 1.2 LS 5-Dr. In silver, 24,000 miles, 

fantastic value at.£3,995 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance.£3,995 

57 DODGE Calibra 1.8 SXT. In met burnt orange, 75,000 

miles, superb value.£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 36,000 miles, 

low insurance .£3,995 

56 SEAT Altea 1.6 Sport. In tungsten silver, 63,000 miles, 

superb example.£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon .£3,995 

05 PEUGEOT 307CC 2.0. In met grey, full electric folding 

roof, 69,000 miles. . ..£3,995 

05 MERCEDES A170 Elegance SE 5-Dr. In met gold^ 

84,000 miles, nice example at.£3,995 

54 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 Sport Auto. In Jaguar racing areen 
with beige leather, 89,000 miles, superb example at . . .£3,995 
07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys 

etc, stylish sport coupe.£3,695 

07 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In red, 44,000 miles, with rear 

spoiler, low insurance.£3,695 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique 3-Dr. In black, 53,000 

miles . .... .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax. . ... .£3,695 

08 RENAULT Ciio 1.2 Campus 5-Dr. In black, 67,000 
miles, low insurance.£3,495 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel 

In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 1 owner 

£4,295 


miles, T lady owner, diesel 4x4 at 

07 MINI Cooper Pepper Automatic. In I 

--'^-ooODmile ' 


black roof, 70,C 


liles with sat-nav 


60 MERCEDES B160 Sport 

(Blue Efficiency) In black, 25,000 miles 

£10,495 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

Reduced to £4,295 


Ran 


£5,995 
ghtning blue, with 
Itc . . . .£5,695 
58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at .£5,495 

58 VW Polo 1.4TDi Match 3-Dr. In met grey, 69,000 mile^ 

£30 road tax. £5,495 

07 SSANGYONG Rexton RX 270 SE Diesel 7-Seater. In 
silver, black leather, DVD etc, 63,000 miles, 4x4 .£5,495 
03 AUDI TT 225 Coupe Quattro. In met grey, with full 

leather trim, 63,000 miles .£5,495 

10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

09 FORD KA 1.2 Style (New Shape). In black, 46,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

05 VOLVO V70 2.4 SE (170) Auto. Met grey/beige leather, 

80,000 miles, large estate . ....... .£4,995 

56 TOYOTA Avensis 2.2 D-4DT180. In met silver, 82,000 

miles with leather, sat-nav etc .£4,995 

53 MERCEDES CLK 200 Elegance Auto. In jasper blue 

with full leather, 66,000 mile coupe at.£4,995 

58 HYUNDAI ilO Comfort 1.2 5-dr. In met grey, 32,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£4,695 

07 NISSAN Note 1.6 SVE Automatic. In silver, 47,000 

miles, superb example.£4,695 

58 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 

metallic . .£4,495 

58 SMART Fortwo Passion MHD Auto In met blue/black 

two tone, 25,000 miles, 21,000 miles.£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1 .4 SXi Automatic. In black, 52,000 

miles with a/c .£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 
owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 


56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Activ 5-dr. In met silver, 50,000 
miles, low insurance.£3,495 

56 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S (90) 3-dr. In electric blue, 63,000 

miles with a/c .£3,495 

57 FIAT Punto 1.2 Active 5-Dr. In ice blue, 49,000 miles, 

low insurance .£3,295 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Styie. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,695 

05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 3-Dr. In crystal green, 52,000 

miles, alloys, a/c.£2,995 

05 CITROEN C2 1.4 Diesel LX. In black, 73,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,995 

05 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red with black leather trirn, 

70,000 miles, sports coupe at .£2,995 

05 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 CDTi SXi 5-Dr. In silver, 67,000 

miles, very nice example .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

07 FORD KA Style. In met blue, 27,000 miles, 1 owner, 

low insurance .£2,495 

55 FORD Street KA 1.6 Ice. In met grey, with full leather, 

59,000 miles, convertable at .£2,495 

04 MAZDA 2 125 5-dr. In met blue, 59,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,495 

53 FORD StreetKA. In electric blue, 66,000 mile^ 

convertable at.£2,495 

51 HONDA Civic 1.6 V-Tec S Automatic 3-Dr. In silver, 
53,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,495 

53 FIAT Punto 1.4 Sporting, 6 speed. In ice blue, 70,000 

miles, multi c/d, alloys.£2,195 

54 RENAULT Laguna 1.8 Extreme. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, 1 owner .£1,795 

53 ROVER 75 1.8 SE. In met gold, 89,000 miles, nice 
example at .£1,795 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

Reduced to £6,495 



61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD 
(160) Auto 

Met grey, 41,000 miles with leather trim 


£12,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warran'fy. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


m 


RBC 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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BMW . MHSli MB^EDES BENZ - SMART PORSCHE • AUDI • VW • SEAT • SKODA JAGUAR 






^ VW UP/SEAT Mil/Skoda Citigo VW Polo/Seat Ibiea/SkcxJa Fabia VW Golf/Seat LeorVAudi A3 


Parking Sensors 

Basic Oil Diange 

£95 

C46 

Front Brake Pa^ 

C49 

Dadif Spedictbon Sarviang: 

Mirror Service 

fS5 

Sparkplugs 

£40 






Spare Key with pragrammng 

£45 

Diesel Remap 

£95 

Basic Ofl Change 

£47 

Front Brake Pads 

£50 

Clutch 

£145 

Dealer Specficjtion Svvidrigr 

Minor Service 

£96 


Spare Key WAiri pragramming 

£45 

Diesel Remap 

£95 

Basic Oi Change 

£49 

Front Brake Pads 

£56 

Clutch 

£170 

Dealer Specficaiioo Servicing' 

Minor Service 

£99 


i Bade Oil Change 

CBO 

r Front ftake Pack 

£76 

Sofhtofo Update 

C96 

OmWv Skrwovo 


CBSBrakeRUk) 

(36 

CBSGQSerwca 

£96 ’ 


BascCMIQiange 
From Brake Padi 
Ri^rfbeTyro 


C8& 

C99 

CSOooch 


BtekOIOianffa m 

Rant Brake Pads 006 

TnmdimMcxinush f95 


CBS Brake Ruid 
CBS 01 Service 


ASofvica 

BSeivioc 


Excellent Value 
Superb Customer 


Happy Customers 
Oiiaity Parts 
Qualified Experienced 
Former Deerier Staff 
Advanced Diagnostics 


Typical FYioes 


Wheel Alignment £25 
EGR Valve Repairs £65 
Turbo Cleaning £55 
OPFRegen £55 

Key Batteries £5 

Brake Irrspection Free 
Car Safety Check Free 
Battery Test »icprinia«i Free 


Preai #«3Mai M M»al «l oaSL ^icB «a seir rbpwvftBO ••• ol car 

twtxpecaeliaq e iaa. Taa>tciawawiiy<aae<i»aaniie m igm«f»a 
rwMaewei^aiaayiMieiatai aietilOte^enaa Sfewtoyairal R iaia m 
pioe aiean »rad a aa% aeiMe Id aetf 


When you use DATSC to service your vehicle 
we hidude in our basic price what others 
chaige you extra for, iriclucirig the deaier. 

Top Quality Genuine Parts 

Fittng bbdt martost imparted ports just doesn't imk. Rx samong we cniy ft genuine ports. 

Mobill, Castrol and Fuchs Oils 

VW only Bsnm cam using the correct APPPIO^ 61 of hi^ quality. 

Motf loc6 garages and MOT centres use chsoper rs^srw erigrioefed oW from the loc6 rnotof factors Which 
rneydkirntomeettheapecificatxjnsbuthflMiriotaCtairadrnBrijfacturer appmd. 

Free Courtesy Cars or Collection/Drop Off 

Net only K use of the vehide free, the irsurence s oouered. Plnee arrange at the tans of bookng to 
dseppointmeni, 

Free Diagix^stic Plugin 6 A^<orth £125 at s typical fhir^ cN ss d dealer) 

As port of Mry aervice achadtia we do. vua pcoiade e FREE coda acen to assess for any fixA coebs or ofTori 
ioggsd. live a pert d <xx 8tnw lor FR^B^^'AT^ marrtmnoe. Sok^ • toult before t devBk)pa irao a m«| 0 f 
problom and aeia mone/ 

WehevetiiesemedtognoclwItxilgigase f rMKdieeddiwicrforellGernwiardfWormarioevohidteVVpateo 
hflvattie best of the a ftarmartoe t tools ard equipment wtach means that we ere set up to accurately dagnoee 
any faults end preva e pert It needed before dvowing money et 

Unilka moat MOT etaucxtsarxIFMRoeniraa that claim id do diagrxMCA our aiaTcorvwfftmrnandaa^ 
bodigroLaids arid have the eMparioriaB to pin point a problem wahouiwaetang your money. 

Free Fluid Topups in between services - pop in anytime 
Qualified Technicans all fmm Main Dealer beK:koround 

OurtachnkanaaratiainadsMpartsiaueryona 6 them hestximafnxn a frarKhiaaddaaM background and has 
rooei^Bd M the tiaming. Hm you chedrad tM the niachinc d your MOT stabon hae bcd>^ 

6NBma> Modem caraaraccmpkcated and require a tachrec^ wholeepaiptDdatev^haqudrtKationa 
and knewdedgsL Do you raely want to entrust your car to aomocne that doesn't kro/v the dif f er erce between 
a spanner and a benana? 


ff DATSC 


Deutsche AutoTeknik 

5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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GEM sport 


Cowbridge 
defeated in 
ill-tempered 
encounter 


LAST Saturday, 
Cowbridge 
travelled north of 
Pontypridd to take 
on third placed 
Glyncoch and on a 
soggy pitch they 
went down by 24-5. 

After 27 minutes, 
Cowbridge had given as 
good as they got, but in 
the process had kicked 
away a good chance and 
dropped another. 

Glyncoch’s big pack 
struck twice in just four 
minutes with a driving 
line out putting their No 
6 over for a try followed 
by their prop being on the 
end of a pass. 

The referee was to 
issue an extraordinary 
seven yellow cards, with 


Bowl joy 
for 

Llantwit 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR RFC 
welcomed near 
neighbours Pyle in 
the SWALEC Bowl 
quarter final. 

Pyle struck first with 
a penalty to take the 
lead but this was soon 
cancelled out by a 
penalty from the siege 
gun boot of Ryan Evans. 

Pyle increased their 
lead with two further 
penalties against one for 
Ryan Evans to leave the 
score at halftime 9-6 to 
Pyle. 

Ryan Evans nailed 
two penalties to take 
Llantwit into the lead 
but Pyle went 16-12 
clear with a try. 

Two penalties for 
Ryan Evans allowed 
Llantwit to sneak into 
the lead before Marcus 
Pearces queezed over in 
the corner to give 
Llantwit a bit of 
breathing space. 

Pyle managed to 
cross for their second try 
which went unconverted 
to leave Llantwit leading 
23 -21 going into the 
last minutes of the game 
but another converted 
try for Llantwit saw the 
game out, the final score 
Llantwit Major 30, Pyle 
21 . 

NE 


Glyncoch picking up the 
first, and within two 
minutes Glyncoch had 
two more players 
sinbinned. 

Just before halftime 
Cowbridge moved their 
scrum forward for No 8 
Ryan Hall to touch down 
for an unconverted try to 
make the halftime score 
12-5. In this half, hooker 
Connor Boys stood out 
for his superb tackling. 

With their player 
numbers restored, 
Glyncoch’s replacement 
flanker touched down 
after 10 minutes, and 
three minutes later, after 
a good break by their full 
back, their centre crossed 
- but Glyncoch weren’t to 
score again. 

Hall was replaced by 
Rhod Walker and 
minutes later Rhys Price 
came on for young 
flanker Connor Wyatt. 
Alex Jones was doing all 
he could to get 
Cowbridge another score 
and a great dodging run 
followed by acceleration 
took Cowbridge away 
from their line and 55 
metres up the right wing 
through Jamie Picton- 
Turberville. 

There was another 
yellow for Glyncoch 
before Cowbridge lost 
centre Nick Davies for 
what was said to be a 


deliberate knock on. 

Just before the end, 
after a good shift, second 
row Geraint Thomas 
made way for Mike 
Gully. 

Right at the end, Jones 
went past his opposite 
number again; another 
player didn't like that and 
so ran at Jones who 
expressed his displeasure 
and both were yellow 
carded before the referee 
blew up for full time. 

With more belief the 
score could have been a 
lot closer. It was good to 
see Hall, Price and Gully 
back in action after long 
spells out through injury, 
and each looked in good 
condition. 

This Saturday is a 
critical game against 
Barry. Barry are on a 
good run but we are at 
home and must give 
everything before 

travelling away to 
Bryncethin on April 1 
and then visiting Club 
Caerdydd on April 5; all 
players are asked to 
make themselves 

available for this 
Saturday. 

The youth are also in 
action against Taffs Well, 
so please come down and 
join us for a pint 
afterwards, your support 
is much needed and 
appreciated. RV/RK 


Cowbridge darts 
league round-up 


ON Tuesday, March 
18, there was 
another full 

programme of 
league matches. 

The Earmers Arms lost 
2-7 to the Edmondes B 
and Llanharry defeated 
the Hare and Hounds 8-1, 
Rob McCaver hitting a 
180 in that match on his 
way to gaining the only 
point for Hare and 
Hounds. 

The Edmondes C beat 
the Old Post Ladies 7-2, 
the Star Inn lost 3-6 to the 
Cross Inn and the 
Edmondes A lost 4-5 to 
the Highwayman Inn. 

So the league standings 
after 15 matches, are: 
Llanharry (121 points), 
Edmondes B (103), 
Edmondes C (70), Cross 
Inn (69), Hare and 
Hounds (67), Edmondes 
A (66), Earmers Arms 
(61), Highwayman Inn 
(59), Old Post Ladies 
(34), The Star Inn (25). 

The next matches are 


on Tuesday, April 1, when 
there is another full 
programme of league 
matches. The Edmondes 
B hosts the Edmondes C, 
the Earmers Arms hosts 
the Star Inn, the Old Post 
Ladies hosts the 

Edmondes A, the Cross 
Inn hosts Llanharry, while 
the Highwayman Inn 
hosts the Hare and 
Hounds. The first 
matches start at 8.30pm 
and spectators are 
welcome 

Eor further information 
e-mail Paul at 

CO wbridgedarts @ gmail .c 
om, up-to-date 

information can be found 
on the website: 
w ww.darts .apsn.co.uk. 

It is time to start 
thinking about next 

season! If a group of you 
is interested in forming a 
team (six players 
minimum) and your local 
pub is willing to host you, 
get in touch and register 
your interest. 

PJT 


COWBRIDGE JUNIOR 
R UGBY ROUND- UP 


DURING a Sunday 

morning when we 

experienced all four 
seasons in an hour, 
Cowbridge under-13s 
produced their best 

display of the season to 
win their Blues Cup 

quarter final at home 
against Llanishen. 

Cowbridge were down to a 
squad of only 16 players, but 
each and every one played their 
part to produce a game of the 
highest level for 12/13 year old 
boys. 

The boys played against the 
fierce wind in the first half and 
put themselves under pressure 
from the kick off with clearing 
kicks not getting the required 
distance. It was from a clearing 
kick that Llanishen opened the 
scoring. 

The Llanishen full back 
gathered the ball just inside his 
own half, sidestepped the fast 
approaching Cowbridge back 
line, and outpaced the covering 
defence to score in the far right 
hand comer. 

Behind their own line, 
Cowbridge kept calm and 
motivated each other to make a 
difference at the restart. The 
Llanishen winger knocked the 
restart on to give Cowbridge 
their first attacking opportunity. 

Erom the scmm Evan Thomas 
put a subtle but very effective 
soft pass in to Dan O’Sullivan 
who broke through the Llanishen 
first line of defence. With only 
the full back to beat O’Sullivan 
stepped off his right, but the 
Llanishen full back produced a 
great try saving tackle. 

However, Thomas had 
followed up on his pass to gather 
and score Cowbridge’s opening 
try wide out on the left. loan 
Williams produced a fantastic 
conversion from the left five 
metre line to make it Cowbridge 
7, Llanishen 5. 

This response seemed to 
galvanise the Cowbridge team 
into some of the best mgby the 
boys have produced all season. 
The boys were offloading in the 
tackle when appropriate, and 
setting the ball up when nothing 
was on. 

Cowbridge’s second try came 
from a scmm just inside their 
own-half. I.Williams ran blind 
and set his left winger Jack 
Dixon off on an amazing mn. 
Dixon offloaded to Ben Jones, 
the Cowbridge open side flanker, 
who charged for the line taking a 
number of Llanishen defenders 
with him. 

Jones was brought down five 
metres from the line, but 
fantastic support from the 
Cowbridge prop Jack Little 


allowed the prop to score his 
second try of the season. 
I.Williams converted. 

With the wind and the hail 
storms replaced with glorious 
suns hi ne the second half was set 
up for some great mnning mgby. 
Llanishen benefited from some 
poor discipline from Cowbridge, 
with a number of tap penalties 
allowing Llanishen deep inside 
the Cowbridge 22. 

Llanishen kept the ball tight 
and used their considerably 
larger pack to head their way 
towards the Cowbridge line. 
However, a brilliant turnover 
from Luke Connor, showing his 
enormous strength, released the 
pressure from the Cowbridge 
line. Connor not only managed 
to rip the ball from the hands of 
the Llanishen pack, he got the 
pass away to release his back 
line. 

Harry Ridge got into his stride 
quickly taking the ball up to the 
Cowbridge 10 metre line. He 
timed his pass to perfection, 
putting Sam Green the 
Cowbridge right winger clear. 
Green put his head back and 
went for the try hne, only to be 
thwarted by another brilliant try 
saving tackle by the Llanishen 
full back. 

However, from the resulting 
line out Cowbridge scored the 
game’s decisive try. 

Lewis Hawke found lestyn 
Eenn at the front of the line out, 
Williams fed Thomas who had 
R. Williams the powerful 
Cowbridge number 8 on his right 
hand shoulder. 

With the Llanishen defence 
fixed by R.Williams lurking at 
inside centre Thomas produced a 
great dummy and ran through the 
gap in the defence. 

With the in-form Llanishen 
full back to beat, Thomas 
delivered a superb sidestep to go 
under the posts for a brilliant 
solo try. I.Williams converted to 
take the score to Cowbridge 21, 
Llanishen 5. 

With the game entering its 
final stages, both teams made 
some changes. Llanishen 
replaced their enormous front 
row player, a testament to the 
brilliant work Harry Bluck had 
produced during the game. 

Llanishen started to run the 
ball from anywhere on the park 
to try and get back into the game. 
The Cowbridge defence, 
whether in close contact or out 
wide, was first class. 

Erom a Llanishen break out, 
Jones turned the ball over and 
I.Williams went on another blind 
side run. This time Williams 
found Green, who sidestepped 
his opposite number, and 
outpaced the covering defence to 
score Cowbridge’s fourth try of 
the game. Once again I.Williams 


Cowbridge bridge club 

THE results for Cowbridge and District 
(Llanblethian) Bridge Club for Tuesday, March 18, 
were as follows: 

1st Anne Hughes and Teri Pollard 65.06%; 2nd Mary Thomas 
and Dennis Barker 57.95%; 3rd Ann Miller and Judith Nunn 
56.82%. 

Old Hall Bridge Club held its annual handicap pairs 
competition over three weeks in Eebruary. The winners were 
Barbara Easterbrook and Margaret Bancroft. 

The club meets at 7pm every Wednesday in Old Hall, new 
members and guests are most welcome. 

GR 


produced a brilliant conversion. 

With minutes remaining, 
Llanishen, who did not let their 
heads drop, managed to score the 
game’s last try. Einal score 
Cowbridge 28, Llanishen 10. 

Congratulations boys you all 
produced a stunning 
performance and you should all 
feel rightly proud. We look 
forward to the semi-final with 
renewed confidence. 

GJ 

Cowbridge under-lOs 

entertained the touring Exeter 
Chiefs on the main pitch on 
Saturday. 

The under-10s wanted to play 
under English rules in readiness 
for their attendance at the Lexus 
National Tournament Finals, to 
be played at Worcester on the 
weekend of April 12/13, so had 
to adjust to some rules that they 
had not played under all season. 

The sides agreed to play two 
matches due to the number of 
tourists although the home side 
were with a reduced squad of 13 
due to a birthday party within the 
squad that had taken some of 
their leading lights away from 
the fixture. 

The Chiefs, buoyed on by a 
large colourful noisy travelling 
support, wearing various Indian 
headdresses, started well in the 
first game scoring the opening 
try. Cowbridge were competing 
well if struggling a little with the 
ball being ripped in the tackle. 

However, a fine run from 
Finlay Brace splitting the Chiefs 
defence allowed Cowbridge to 
go in at halftime on level terms. 

The second half was again 
closely fought, amid a hailstorm, 
with a typical long run from 
Finlay Sullivan bringing 
Cowbridge their second try but 
Exeter managed to get one back 
before the end of the half 
enabling the first game to end in 
a 2-2 draw. 

A completely new Exeter 
team was introduced in the 
second game and these fresh legs 
were thought to have an 
advantage. However, 

Cowbridge’s commitment on the 
day was outstanding, particularly 
in defence, and their ability to 
carry the ball to bigger 
opposition. 

Ollie Jones, Lewys Robbins, 
Akka Guwy and Will Ryan were 
particularly prominent in this 
regard and it was Will Ryan who 
open the scoring in the second 
game, bursting through a couple 
of tackles to touch down. 

A brace of Finlay Sullivan 
tries, whose pace troubled the 
visitors defence all day, saw 
Cowbridge storm into a 3-0 lead 
at the break. Heavy conditions 
and a few bumps and bruises 
were beginning to take their toll 
on the small Cowbridge squad 
and Exeter exerted pressure on 
the home side in the second 
period, scoring two tries to set up 
a tense final few minutes. 
However, it was to the whole 
side’s credit that they dug in and 
defended manfully to hold on 
and secure a 3-2 victory. 

This was an excellent 
performance by the side and the 
coaches were absolutely 
delighted by the effort and 
commitment demonstrated by 
the squad in sometimes difficult 
conditions. 

Squad: Tom Brennan, Alfie 


Rees, Will Harris, Ethan 
Francis, Finlay Sullivan, Ifor 
Rees, Oliver Jones, Steffan 
Evans, Finlay Brace, Lewys 
Robbins, Sam Payne, Will Ryan 
and Akka Guwy. 

ME 

Cowbridge under-8s travelled 
to Barry for the Cardiff and 
Vale District tournament full 
of optimism after a string of 
good performances in recent 
weeks. 

Team 1 started magnificently 
against Llandaff, producing an 
outstanding display in both 
defence and attack. Tries in the 
first half came from Osian 
Bruce, who ran virtually the 
length of the pitch to score after 
a quick pick up; loan Phillips 
who demonstrated superb 
support play; and James 
Collingridge, who sliced through 
the defence with a typically 
determined run. 

Superb tagging meant 
constant turnovers, and 
Cowbridge were able to add to 
their tally thanks to Osian, who 
scored after his signature switch 
move with Sam Sheppard. Tries 
also came from Harry New with 
a barnstorming run to the comer, 
and James Lord who broke 
through after an excellent take. 
Final score 6-0 to Cowbridge. 

The first half of their next 
game against Llantwit was much 
tighter, with the scores 2-2 at 
halftime, both tries coming from 
Osian after a switch and dummy 
move. 

However Cowbridge piled on 
the pressure in the second half, 
mnning in four unanswered tries, 
with the boys working hard as a 
team displaying good support 
play and passing. 

Tries came from Sam 
Sheppard, James Lord, Harry 
New, and also from Osian who 
secured his hat trick. Final score 
6-3 to Cowbridge. 

Their third game would 
determine which side would 
reach the semi-final, and the 
boys knew the stylish St Peter’s 
would be hard to beat. 

Cowbridge were unlucky to 
concede three tries in the first 
half but demonstrated great 
tenacity and character in 
continually working hard to get 
back into the game. Joe Davies 
managed to break through the 
solid defence with a weaving mn 
to score, but Cowbridge lost 4-1. 

Team 2 also produced good 
performances in their first two 
games, narrowly losing to St 
Peters 5-4, with tries coming 
from Ben Stephenson, Henry 
Davies, Paddy Whitestone and 
Ollie Gale. 

Ben and Ollie were on hand to 
score again in their match 
against CRICC, along with 
Henry Pugh, which ended in a 6- 
3 defeat. 

The boys then faced a strong 
Pentrych side and although Joe 
Funtek opened the scoring for 
Cowbridge, Pentyrch went on to 
win 5-1. 

Despite not reaching the latter 
stages of the tournament, the 
players impressed with their 
work ethic and indefatigable 
commitment to the team, and 
will go with confidence to the 
London Irish tournament in 
April. 

PS 












